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MARY’S SONG
Luke 1:46-55

“My soul glorifies the Lord

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has been mindful

of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful

to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

POWER AND POWERLESSNESS

Monday, 11 April 2020

This morning, while following the news, | heard the distressing witness of a
doctor in Italy; he said, “We doctors have become powerless in the face of this growing
human tragedy created by the pandemic....”

Power and Powerlessness have been given a wide range of definitions. In the
Bible, power and powerlessness are closely interconnected. Power connotes author-
ity and responsibility as a God-given gift and mandate to human beings to organize
their life and govern the creation. Greed and lust of worldly power, which originated
with Adam’s sin, have led humanity to affirm human power against God’s power. In
Christ, on the other hand, God’s power is manifested through the cross, not by His
omnipotence, but by His powerlessness: “The weakness of God is stronger than human
strength” (1 Cor 1:25), and God’s “Power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9).

The cross broke the power of evil and became the supreme manifestation of
Christ’s power of love against the human love of power. The cross is a symbol of the
victory of life over death. In the Easter hymn of the Armenian Church, we sing: “Christ
defeated death by death.” The cross is the converging point of death and life. It is the
concrete expression of the brokenness of the world that was healed and restored by
the Crucified: “By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Pet 2:24), asserts the apostle.

God'’s power of love through the cross, aimed at saving humanity from the
“visible and invisible powers or rulers or authorities” (Col 1:16) of evil, continues to
operate in the world through the church, calling the forces of economic dominion,
political oppression, racial discrimination, violation of human rights, violent extrem-
ism, and evil ideologies for conversion, healing, and reconciliation. Conflict between
the divine power of love and liberation and the human power of hate and domination
is present in all aspects of life. Christian faith, grounded on biblical values and truth,
reminds us that all structures and systems as well as practices and exercise of power
must be accountable to God. The human being should recognize the limitations of his
power before the omnipotence of divine power.

| will never forget my confrontation with Robert Mugabe, the president of
Zimbabwe, in 1998. While addressing the representatives of church delegations at-
tending the 9th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Harare, Pres-
ident Mugabe said arrogantly that church authorities should remain within the walls
of the church and not get involved in public affairs. In my response, as Moderator of
the WCC, | said that the church cannot remain silent in the face of the arrogance of
power, corrupted power structures, and oppressive governance, and that in Christ, the
human being is no longer the hostage of unjust structures and oppressive powers. | am
sure that those present, and the churches of Zimbabwe, still remember the tense and
unpleasant situation that was created with my remarks at the presidential palace.

Human power can cut two ways. It can liberate or enslave, enrich or impov-
erish, strengthen or weaken, reconcile or polarize, unify or alienate. Power acquires
its true meaning if it is exercised with responsibility, accountability, and transparency.
Likewise, power gets its authenticity and credibility by giving, caring, serving, and
sharing.

The right perception and responsible use of power should remain a global
ethical challenge to all those who hold and exercise it. Any form or expression of power
cannot last if it is not driven and underpinned by ethical values and people’s interests.
Any power structure under the cover of democracy becomes an instrument of corrup-
tion and autocracy if it lacks accountability. All powers are temporary; all nations are
vulnerable; all systems are fragile; the mightiest are powerless before the Almighty.
History has concretely proven this truth. The coronavirus pandemic has once again
reminded us of this basic truth.

TURNING TO GOD
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«hd fuwnwnniehtuu £ np Ynt tnwd dbgh, np wyu wotuwphh nnuwé fuwnwnniyebuby wmwpptp £» (Sh

14:27):

Npwkugh ghntwup pL Shunw wjuwnbin [fus fuwnwnnyebwu Jwuht k, np Yp fuouh, Yunpbinp & jhoby, np
Shuntu wju hwunwunndp Yuwwnwpbg' wyu wofuwphbu hp pwdwundhu Jwuht pwquhgu fuoubih Gup (3h 13:33,
36, 14:2-4, 12, 18-19): Ubup Ypuwup wwwnlbpwgub) ph wowybpnubpp nppuit nwluniypwy Bnwt ni funnybgwu
tipp 8hunwku ubight pE ghpbup whwnh pnnnip nedslubp wju wotuwphbu. gnip inbin sk np 8hunw wunug puwt. «UR
funnyhp nt Uh' Juiuuwp» (8h 14:27): Uunup fuswbu Ypuwihu squtuuw) Gpp hpbug wkpu ne wwowwwu Shuntup
ghpbup wnwudhu whwh pnnnip: Buswbu Ypuwihu siunndhy Bpp hpbug Ppbhsp Yp wwinpwunnikp pwdundtine
hpbugdt: GL uwlwyu, 6hon wyt wwhniu np wunup Ywphpp nubht uwnwinnuebwu hofuwup' 8hunu wunug puwt.
«hd fuwnwnnuehtuu £ np Ynt rmwd dkgh, np wju wotuwphh nnuwd fuwnwnniebutt wwppbp b»: Uu pwntipny
Shuntu pub nigbg wowybtipwubpniu. «Bhon £ np Gu Yp dslupd wyu wotuwphtu, puwyg hd fuwnwnnyeshtuu dbkgh,
akip down ni &bip dkoyp pnnnud: Gu dwpdhuny Yp htnwuwd &tqdk, pwyg hngtiwbu Ubpyuwy whnp duwd &tp dke, bi
hngblwu ubpyuynipbwdpu’ fuwnuwnniebwdp whwnh Ggubd abg»:

Uudwhp Yp ywwpwuwnnibp denubing, pwjg wywhwd bp hp fuwnwnnueshiup, b ns dhwju wwhws B,
wybL Yupnn Ep wyn fuwnwinnuehtup niphoubpniu wi nwint. deup Ypudiup dwhniwt uwtght wngb wwhby dap
fuwnwnniehtup:

Pnpaniebwl wnebit Ep Bhunw, pwyg |bgniu bp fuwnwnnuebwdp. dbup Ypuwiup fununniebwdp |Ggniu
Juw| tpp thnpéniehiututipp dtiq Yp 2powwywinbu:

Ypudiup udwuhy Shpng np hp fuwnuwnniehiup synputgnig tpp hp Uwip Yp Sthwp thnenpluwihg
wihpubipniu Ypwiy:

Ubtp skup Ypuwp dndp fuwnuwnbguby, pwyg Ypuwitp funndwsd dnyniu Ypwy dbp fuwnwinnighiup wwhb:

Cwiwwnwgbwip wyu dwpnp sk np fuwnwn bwiwpynyehiu Y niubuwg, wyp wiu dwpnp' np Yp wwhk hp upnp
fuwnwnnuehiup, Gpp hp bwwahp Yp hwunhwh Yewiph inpnphlubpnid: Ldwt fuwnunnueptu dp wzfuwphp sh
Ynpuwp wwy, npnghtinti sntuh np tnwy: Uhw e hugnt Shuntu Y’puk, np hp wintwd fuwnwinnighiup «wju wotuwphp
nnuwd fuwnwnnipbubu wwppbp E»: W, wmwppbp £, npnghbnbr wpfuwphpy dwpnp sh Yptuwp hp juwnwnnyehiup
wwhb) thnpaniebiwug nt ubinnipebwug nhdwg, vhusntin Uunnwdng dwpnp® Ypuwy: Ugluwphhly dwpnp thnnphypu
nhdwg Yp thnpenph, huy Lphunnup dwpnp, ds dhwyt sh thnenplhnp, wyibt hp uwnwnniebwdp Yp fuwnwnbgul
thnenphlu nt thnpnplwsp:

Wn, uppbhubp, Lphuninup wnuwd fuwnwnniehtup’ wwppbp b woluwphp wnuwd fuwnwnnuyebuty,
npnghbwnbe Rphunnup fuwnwnnuyehiup' upnp fuwnwnnyehiu b, hnghp fuwnwnnueghtu £, duph fuwnwnniehiu b,
ubipphu nu uwynu fuwnwnnyehiu b, dhusntin wotuwphh winuwd fuwnwnnuehiup' dwpduwinp ne dwdwuwlwinp
fuwnwnniehtu k:

Lrhusnup UGONKBPRLL
dwnhtuuly 0. dpn. Ubingbwt

"4, ; UG PS UUSBML:

B2dwphwn dwpp wt £, np As dhwu quitwy Yp pbipk nju wotuwph, wyibie quit Yp pbink wafuwphh
(uhtu' Rphuwnnup:

Bodwphwn Jwjpp wu £, np ny dhwju dwpduwinp duntun Yne wmwy hp quityhu, wybe quiju
Y wnwounpnk Unipp <nghhtu dhongwit hp ybipwduntunp wwpbne:

huswtu hujulwt duniunp hngbiinp ununu £ b ny ek Jwpduwinp duntunp, unjuwtu wy,
huywlwu dwypp hp quiyht dwpduwinp dunun wininnp sk, wy' quiu hngbiinp duntunh wnweunpnnnp:

Bpdwphwn dwjpp hp quiiwyp hpbiguwyubpniu pguyhg ppwint Ge Wunndng Swnuntyht hwdwp
tpgbint wwuinhthu wwwnpwuwnn dwpu k:

KL E <U3 UOr un2nhue

<uwy dop Ynsnudu £ pphuninubwlwu nuwumhwpwyniehiu gwdpb) hp quitypu:

Wu dwuphu 8bpnupdnu Y'put. «Wu Sunnubpp npnup  pphunnubw Ywu  wuhpwdtion
nwunmhwpwyniehtup s thnfjuwugbip hptug quiwyubpniu, Yp vpwuwyb pE qwunup Suwu wju
dwdwuwlwinp YEwuphu hwdwn, Gt uwlwju wunug wngbit pwght jwthnbuwlwu dwhnwwt nnutipp»:

huy Snghwu Nuybpbpwu <wjpwwbunp Y'pul. «Bwbwfu dunnubpbu pwwnbp wdku hus Y'pubu
np hpkug quiwy ubpp niubuwu Wi wnw, jwe gnpd, (WL hwpunniehiu, jwe nhpp, pwig nshus Y'pubu
np wunup niubuwu punhp hngh, dwpnip uppwn Gr Uunniwdwhwéng Yewuph pupwgp: Uhw wyu £ np
wdpnne wafuwnphp wnwyunwpwy Y'puk»:

Cuh, L hwy dop Yngnuwdu ' pphuninubwywu nwuwmhwpwynishtt gwdpl) hp quiiwlubpniu.
huYy pphunnubwywu nwuwhwpwyniehit swdpwd prwint hwdwp wunug' wkwp £ owwn pwu unpytigubu
wunug. Jhotd hhduwwu snpu pwt.-

w) MEwp £ wunug unpdbgutiu uhpbip Lphunnup, wwownb Lphuinnup, thunnt; Lphuwnnup,
wwuwntbp nt gwnwpwub] Rphunnup: Gpp dbp  quuwlubpp unpdhu uppbp Rphunnup’ ppbiug
Juthinbuwwunyehiup wwwhny dbnptipnt dke npniwéd Y'ppwy:

p) MEwp £ wuntg unpybgubu uhpt dwpnhyp: Uwpnp Lphuwnnup uhpnju
wwntnu £. Yunbih sk uhpb Lphuinnup G suhpbp wunp uhpnju wnninp: Uwpnp £phuinnup dknphu gnpdu
k. Yupbih sk pnubp Lphuwninup dbinpku b wuwnbub] Rphuninup denphtu gnpép’ dwpnp:

g) MEwp £ wunug unpybigubu uppbip wnoppp: Uwjp dp n’s dhwju wkwp &
wnopk hp quiwyubpniu hwdwp, wy twbt nt dwuwwwun, wkwp £ wunug hbwn wnopt, Gi wunug
wnopb| unpybgut: Utp Gytinkgin) hwypbptu' Pwputin Uwalbinpght, Yns Y'ninnk Sunnubipniu np hpbiug
quiwlubpniu wnoeb| unpybigubt, Jwuwwwun' ghobpny wpputw G wnopb: Uju Jwjpp np hp quityhu
wnopbl sh unpybigubin, Yp udwuh wiu gopwywnpht np hp ghuninpubipp wwwnbpwadh nwawn Yp npyk
wnwug qkuph nt hwdthnipnh: Yswupp wwwnbpwquh nwonh udw b: Uwptp wkwp sk hpbug quitwyubpp
wwwnbpwagdh nwown npybu wnwug qtuph nu hwdthnipnh: Qwinopnn quitwyp' qkupk nt hwdihnink
gnynwd wud Yp ufwwnnth, npnit wwpwinehiup Yewuph wwnbpwquh nwonht dk wufunwiwihtih k:

n) Mkwp £ wunug unpytigutit uhpb Uunntwdwsyntusp b Yupnw) quuhYw: MEwp £ unpytigutiu
Juwnwhh| Uuwnnidny luoupht Gt Yunshi Uuinnidnj funuwnnidubipniu: Gppbidu dwpnhy Yp denwnpbu nwpngh
nunighsubipp, np s6U Ynuwp ubp ni hbnwppppniehiu wppugub thnpphyutipniu dke Uunniwdwsoniusht
hwunbw: GLuwlwju, thnppplyutipnit dko Uunniwdwniusht hwunkw ubp nthGunwppppniehiu wppugubp,
nwpngh nwnghsubpnit Wwpuwlwunughtup b wjupwt' nppwu dunnubpnit wwpuwYwungyehiup:
Rwtwy dp np hp dopp Ynndk sk unpqwd uppbp Uunnuwdwsyniugp b Shuntuh wwwndnighiutbipp, nunighsp
sh Ynuwp nwpnght dke ubp wppugub) wunp Uk Uunniwdwoniusht hwunbw:
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<hu Ywwlwpwupu dke Unipp Ynju Uwphwidhtu  hwdwp
gnpdwdniwé  wwuwybpubpu nu Upwuubpp pwquwpht nt
pwquwwnbuwly Gu: Wuwnbn pninpp jhobp Ge pwgwwnpbp
wulwnth E, wbnh unnuebwu  wwwdwnny, pwjg jhobd
Yuwnbtnpwanyu 12 hwwnp dhwju.-

1) Ypwfunpu dbe hwuwnwwnnuwé Yeuwg Swnp Uwphwd
hupu t, Ypukb Sphgnp Swpbiwght: «Ytuwg Swn» Yp
Ynsnth npndhbwntie pp Jpwy hwuntugwr Yeuuwwnne Munnnp’
£Lphuwnnup (Ou 2.9):

2) Uwpblh dwnp np «duntun wnwww funjh dp, np whwnh
gnhnitp huwhwyh hnfuwpku, Yp ubplujwgut Uwphwdp
np duntun wnwwe Uuwnnidng Gwnunityphu, np whwh gnhntkp
hwdwju dwpnynipbwu hwdwp (Ou 22.13):

3) dwnnn pwyg syhgninn dnptuph dwnp Yp ubplujwguk
Uwphwdp (5] 3.2): huswbu Ypwly qwnbgwe dnpbuphhu dky,
pwjg quju swypkig nt sthbwgnig, unjuwbu wy|, wuwnniwdwihu
Ypwyp Ywnbigur Uwphwdh wpquunht dtg, pwjg quju
suwwnbig nt sthbwgnig:

4) Uhwpnup dwnynn quiwquup Yp wwnybpwgul Uwphwdp
(ou (a1 17.6-11): bhuswytu Uhwpnuh quiwquup wnwug
funtwiniebiwu dwnytgwr nu wwnin pbpwe, wjuwbu  wy,
Uwphwd wnwug ubipdh funtwiniebw jnugwt it yunnwpkiptbg
wfuwnhh YGnpwlphgp:

5) Qwihp dwpgwpku Unipp Ynju Uwphwdp Yp udwuguk
éwnh dp, «np hp dwdwuwyhu hp wwninp whwnh nwy, G
wunp wbipbp whwh gpwihh» (Un 1.3): Upnwpbt, Uwphwd
tnwt wju dwnp, np hp dwdwuwyhu, wjuhupt' 6hon wnbuhu
Suwt Shuntup, G Shuntup dubilk Gwp hp nbipbp spwihbguwt,
wy| fuoupny' php Ynwniphiup synpuugnig: Gpp dwn dp hp
wwninubpp wwy, wulk Gwp Yp pwiht hp wbpbiubpp,
npwbugh wwwnpwuwnth hp dwdwuwyht ytpunhu dwnybint
nt wuntnubp mwnt. Uwphwd uwlwju Shunwup dubt Gunp, hp
wbptutbinp spwihbg, wy fuoupny’ hp Ynwniehlup sfuwfuwntg,
npwbugh niphp quwwlubpne dunwun wwp, Y'pub Sphgnp
Swpebwghu:

6) Unnndnu Uwphwdp Yp Ynsk «Pwynuwd wwpwunkbq b
Yupniwd wnphip» (Gpg 4.12): Wu Jywjniehtup Uwphwih
juibpdwywu  Ynwnyphtup  hwuwwwnnn - wdbubu  nidbin
Yywyniphtuubiptu dhu £ Uwphwd Gnwe wju wwpwkqp, npdk
nnipu Glwe Uuwnndng Npnhtu, Ge npniu nnipu quiku Gunp'
wwpwbgp thwyniws duwg, npnghbunbi niphg dp skp Ypuwn
hnuyt nnipu quiz ‘rwpsbw), Uwphwd Gnwe wiu wnphipp,
npdk nnipu «hnubigws Uuwnnidng Npnhtu, Gu npnu hnunedbu
Gunp' wnphipp Yupnuwd duwg, npnyhbinntie niphg dp skp Ypuwp
hnuykt nnipu hnuhy:

7) Uwphwd wuduwinpnifu b unp nt juwwnwpbw] Upnupt'
Gpnwwntdhu: U Yngnuws £ dodwphin Upnuh nnwuwnpp,
npntu kg hupwjtih Uuinnuwédp Yp puwyh. «<pénik’, nn'uwnp
Uhnuh, pwpdpwdwju wnwnwyt’, Gpnuwnk " d, nipwtuwgh'n
bL gnuwptwgh’'p wdpnne upwninyn, nn’wwnp Gpnwwnbuh,
npndhbwnbi... bupwjbih pwqwiwnpp' Skpp hup, pne dbon b»
(Unth 3.14-15):

8) Uppwpwuh nninp np dhawn thwly wkwnp Ep duwp, Geniply
hupwjtih Skp Uunnuwdp whwnp dunukp ne hnuyk nnipu qup’
Up wwwnybpwgut Uwphwdp (6q 44.1-3): Upnwntt, Uwphwd
hup Gnwt Uppwpwuh wpbiblbwu wju nninp, nipyt dnwe no
nnipu Ghwe Pupwybih Uunnuwép' phuinnu: Uyn nninp thuwy
whwp Ep duwp, wjupupt' Uwphwd Shuntutt quun niphony
Up whwh gnwuwp ((Fknnnpnu Lnpbuwinp, Gu Sphgnp
SwpebLwgh):

9) Qquwpep2 np hppbr Upwu  wpnibgue  Sbinkouhu, Yp
ubipyuywgut. Uwphwdp: Squeht ynwy gonht houtin® Yp
wwwnybpwguk Unipp <nghht Eopp Unipp Ynju Uwphwdhu
Ypuwy b wunp jnwgnthip. huy Eplpnpn. wuqud gquieht gnp
duwin' gnyg Ynt nwy np Uwiphwd wyp dwipnnt ubipd «s6wtisgus
("t 6.36-40) (Sphgnp Swpbitwgh):

10) Ubputu Cunphwih <wjpwwbinp Yp hwunwnt, pL
Qwupkp Unipp Ynju Uwphwdp wwwnlbpwgnig hppbie |Gn
dp, npdt pwph Yunp dp wynynibigwe wnwug dwpnywhu
atinph  dhowdwnnipbiwu (Hu2.45): Lenp Uwphwdu E, huy
lGnuku wnynwwd pwpp' Lphuwnup, np wnunitbigwe |tnuku
(Uwphwdbu) wnwug dwpnwihu &bnph  dhowdwnniebiwu,
wjuhupt' wnwug dwpnyuwihu ubipuh:

11) Cwdwéwju Lbpuku Cunphwih <wjpwwbinnphu, Unnndnuh

«Yunpniyh Pnp» pwgwnpnihtup Yp yepwptiph Unipp YUnju
Uwphwuhu (6pg 4.6):

12)  Uuwnuwsé  Buwh  dwpgupbhu  dhongwt  quihp
ubpniunubipnit Upwu dp nnwwe pubinyg. «Uhw Ynjup whunh
Jjnwuwy Gt npnh dp whwnh dup, GL wunp wuntup whunh Ynsbu
Eddwuntikp» (7.14): Ynjup dp jnwgnthip hupuht wnpniwd upwuu
En:
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(U. Pwdhi)

LLAKUL rUYUL SUrNR@PRLE <PL B LN USULUMULLEMPNRL UER:

(3t <pu b pL Lnp Yunwlwpwuubpniu dke Yp fuounth dbnbiubipnt wwwgwy jwpniebwu dwuht, Gpp pninp <hnnht dky
puwgnnubipp whwnh wppluwy, ndwup juthnbuwlywu YEwuph hwdwn, ndwup wi bwiuwwnhuph nt juthnbuwywu wuwpgwuph
hwdwp» (Hu G : <ddn U @ 3h @ 9pd): Lphunnup dwdwuwlwyhg <pbwubipp wyu qopbin jupniyebiwt hwwwwnpp niubhu (Stu
3h):

<Nahh ULUULNR@PRL G UULUTLURCN:

w) Ndwup wyu Yewupku wunhu nkitk gnynuehiu Yp depdtiu wustw): Unwhuht Ehu Uwnniytighubipp <pbwubpniu dke:
Wnwhuhubp wwn Yughtu Snju hdwuwnwubpubipnwu dke: Uynwhuhtbip gununtigwt b fwu bwbie pphuinnubwy wuntup Ypnnubipne
2unphu dky:

p) Niphoubip hnghubipnt wudwhnehiup Yp Gwtguw ni Y’ punniupt, pwig Yp dbpdtu punniuphp dwpduwnp jupnighiup:
Wnwhuhtu thu 2-pn nupniu' Uwpyhnu Mnunwgh, 3-pn nwupnia' Uwuh, e nphgubip: Pwyg Uunnuwdwoniusp juinwljopku
Y niunigwul; dwpdhuubipne jwpnyehiup: (Stiu 8h 5:21-29): <nghu wpnku wudwh £ G jwpnyebiwu wkwp sniuh: Uwpdh'uu & np
wkwp ntuh jupnypbwu:

g) Niphgubip dbnbubpne jwpniehiup Y’ punniupt, pwyg Y'pubt' pf dbp wju dwpdhtuubpp s6U np jupnyehis whwnh
wnubl, wy' hnghubipp Gpyuwiht dwpdht whwh unwtwy: Pwyg Uunnuwdwyniusp Yput, eE Uy dbip wyu Jwpdhuubpp
Jupnuehtu whwh wnubt (Sku 8np 19:25-27: dpy 3:20-21):

1) Swlwtht, niphoutip dtipdtight punhwupwyw jwpniehtup, pubinyg ek dhwju wpnwnubipp jupniehit whnh wnubu
(wyuwtu wbl' Bhndwih Yywubipp): Uhusnbn Uunnuwdwontusp juinwlopku hwlwnwyp Yp Jyuyt' «Pninp dbntjubpp, ek
wnnwpubipp b et danwinpubipp, jupniehlu whinh wnubus (Gpd 24:15):

ELMhUh UULPUDBL MhSh CLLUS 3UrNhSEUL UULUDLL:

«Bugwbu jupnehtt Ywnubu denbjubpp. Ywd fuswhup dwpdhund whwnh quus (W, bp 15:35): Wu hwpgnuwhu
wwwnwufuwup Ynt mwy Monnu Unwpbiwy (U. b 15:36-37): huswtu hnnht dke ubnnuwd gnpuwhwwnplyp G wuyk sjws br wbws
hwulyht hwwnhYubipp nmwpptip dwpdhuutip $6U, wy unjup, dkyp dhwuht unpngniehiup, pwyg dhwdwdwuwly dhbtuniu hwnplubpp
kU, wy unpbipp hhupt hnfuwybpwnuwsdt Gu, wjuwtu wy dbnwd dwpdhup Gpp hnnku nnpu quy’ ubiplwih Jwpdhubu wwpptip
whwh sprwy, wy)' unju Jwpdhup, uwluyu unpngniwd ni hnfuwybpyniws: Npndhbinbe wydd dbep dwpdhuubpp «Quswinpy» G,
tindwubih, wuwnpg, wlwp, dwhywuwgnt, dhugntin jupnipbubu Gup unju wyn dwpdhuubpp whwh pput’ <hngbiinp», wubing,
thwnwinp, qopwtnp b wudwh (ntu U. Yp 15:42-44):

Upn, jupnuebiwu opp pninpu wy whwh thnfuwybpynihup wjuwtu' np Jwpdhuubpp yepwgunubu uygpuwywu hpbug
yhtdwyp, wnwoht Yuwwnwnbinyehtup, Gpp tnwlwithutu dtépp skp whpwd dwpnnit G wunp hGnbuwupp Gnnn nwpnyehiuubpu
nt fubinniphiuttipp skhtu Gnéwd wuwnniwdwuwnbing Ubip wwwnltipp:

Pninp dwpnhy whwh juynuntht wnweht Jwpnnit' Unwdh Jh6wyny: Upnwpubpne dwpdhuubpp whwh ppwu
Lphunnup Jwpdhuht whu' pwihwughy, pwudpniehiup pnpwthws, unipp nu phpbL, (Nwthw), wpbquyh whu wwdwn,
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Armenia’s Samvel Terteryan
becomes World U20 Wrestling
Champ, beating Azerbaijani
opponent

BRATISLAVA — Armenia’s
Samvel Terteryan on August 17
beat his Azerbaijani opponent,
Javidan Nematov, to become the
world under-20 Greco-Roman
wrestling champ.

Tertaryan was competing
in the World Wrestling Cham-
pionships being held in Brati-
slava, Slovakia.

Compteing in the 77-kilo-
gram category, the match fin-
ished 1-1, with Terteryan taking

the victory on criteria because he
scored the first point of the bout.

It was Terteryan’s second
victory over Nematov in a major
final this year. Terteryan also
defeated his Azerbaijani rival
4-0 in the U20 European Cham-
pionship final.

Samvel Terteryan’s victory
comes a year after his broth-
er, Gaspar, became world U20
wrestling champion, in compe-
tition held in Zagreb, Croatia.

Four Artsakh youth athletes to
represent Armenia at 2026 IMMAF
World Championships

YEREVAN — Four young
athletes from families for-
cibly displaced from Artsakh
are representing Armenia at
the 2026 IMMAF Youth World
Championships in Abu Dhabi,
with their participation fully
funded by the U.S.-based Lorik
Humanitarian Fund.

Karen Arzumanyan, Tigran
Gasparyan, Samvel Avetisyan
and Erik Hayrapetyan qualified
to compete for Armenia after
achieving leading results in
their respective age and weight
categories. The championship is
being held from August 16 to 23.

Lorik Humanitarian Fund
raised $3,600 — $900 for each
athlete — to cover participation
fees, accommodations and re-
lated expenses.

Arzumanyan, 17, is compet-
ing in the 61.2 kg division, while
Gasparyan is the reigning Ar-
menian champion in the 16-17
age group at 52.2 kg. Avetisyan
is Armenia’s current champion
at 48 kg, and 13-year-old Hay-
rapetyan placed second nation-
ally in the 40 kg division.

All four athletes come
from families displaced from

Artsakh following the Sep-
tember 2023 exodus and have
continued training in Armenia
under Stepan Shahmuradyan,
Vice President of the Armenian
MMA Federation and a trainer
at Shahmuradyan Fight Club.

With the athletes’ cham-
pionship participation secured,
Lorik Humanitarian Fund has
also launched a campaign to
raise approximately $2,500 for
new equipment at their train-
ing gym. About $600 has al-
ready been raised.

The gym also provides free
training to children of fallen Ar-
menian servicemen and children
affected by the September 2023
fuel depot explosion in Artsakh.

Lorik Humanitarian Fund
President Shunt Jarchafjian said
the initiative reflects the organ-
ization’s effort to move beyond
immediate humanitarian as-
sistance and create longer-term
opportunities for displaced Art-
sakh youth.

The Armenian MMA Federa-
tion, headed by President Garegin
Aghabalyan, is fielding Armenia’s
youth national team at the Abu
Dhabi championships.

Iran says no agreement reached
with Armenia on TRIPP project

TEHRAN — Iran has not
reached any preliminary agree-
ment with Armenia on the
Trump Route for International
Peace and Prosperity project,
which Tehran opposes and has
conveyed its concerns to Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
other Armenian leaders.

Major General Yahya Rahim
Safavi, an Iranian military com-
mander, stated this, as he com-
mented on the situation around
the TRIPP project and the re-
spective talks with Armenia, the
Sepah Pasdaran Telegram chan-
nel reports.

“There is neither real
understanding nor common
ground on this issue. We [i.e.
Iran] have openly and clearly
brought our red lines to Ar-

menia’s attention,” Major Gen-
eral Yahya Rahim Safavi, a
former commander of Iran’s
powerful Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps, said in a post
on the Telegram social media
platform.

“On the other hand, if we
are against the U.S. presence
in the Persian Gulf, then why
should we support their pres-
ence in the South Caucasus? We
view the region and the secur-
ity of our borders as a whole.
Therefore, this project—in its
current format—poses a threat
to Iran,” Safavi added.

The major general is cur-
rently a military adviser to the
top military aide and senior
advisor to the Commander-in-
Chief of Iran’s Armed Forces.

of the society.

mary objectives:
families in need

those who can’t afford them

WATERTOWN — Lebanon’s ongoing eco-
nomic crisis has taken a devastating toll on its
population, including the Lebanese Armenian
community, who are an integral and vital part

The Armenian Relief Society is launching
a fundraising campaign to extend a helping
hand to our sisters and brothers in Lebanon.
For many, even the most basic necessities such
as a hot meal, essential medication, or neces-
sary hospital care remain beyond reach.

This fundraising campaign has three pri-

— Providing hot meals for individuals and
— Supplying essential medications to

— Assisting with hospital and medical costs
Every donation, regardless of its amount,

ARS continues to deliver essential humanitarian
assistance to Lebanese Armenians

on August 17.

can bring hope, ease suffering, and make a
meaningful difference in someone’s life.
“Your support will send a powerful mes-
sage to our compatriots in need: they are not
alone, and they have not been forgotten,” a
statement from the ARS Central Executive said

“Together, we can stand beside them in
this time of hardship and offer not only much-
needed assistance but also hope, dignity, and
solidarity,” the ARS added.

Established in 1910, the Armenian Relief
Society operates in 26 countries, serving the
humanitarian needs of Armenians and non-
Armenians alike. Through its avowed mission
and numerous philanthropic projects, the or-
ganization has empowered women to make an
impact on their communities and has promot-
ed education, health, and humanitarian aid.

Julie Crowley named Canada’s
next ambassador to Armenia

OTTAWA — Global Affairs
Canada announced on August
6 that Julie Crowley will be-
come Canada’s next Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary to the Republic of Armenia,
replacing Andrew Turner. The
announcement did not include a
date for Crowley to formally as-
sume her duties in Yerevan.

Crowley is a career diplo-
mat who joined Canada’s foreign
service in 2003. She holds a law
degree and a certificate in jour-
nalism from Laval University, as
well as a master’s degree in pol-
itical science from the Univer-
sité du Québec a Montréal. She
previously worked at Global Af-
fairs Canada as a legal adviser on
environmental and oceans law
and as a manager responsible for
corporate governance affairs.

Much of Crowley’s diplo-

matic and development career
has focused on Africa. She has
served in Zambia, Zimbabwe,
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Rwanda and Ethiopia,
where her responsibilities in-
cluded Canada’s relations with
the African Union. From 2019
to 2023, she was the regional
director of the International
Development Research Centre’s
Central and West Africa office
in Senegal, overseeing work in
24 countries. Most recently, she
served as Canada’s high com-
missioner in Rwanda and am-
bassador to Burundi.

Crowley will replace An-
drew Turner, who was appointed
in September 2023 as Canada’s
first resident ambassador to Ar-
menia. Turner joined the foreign
service in 2002 and previously
served in Saudi Arabia, Syria,

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq.
Before his appointment to Yere-
van, he was deputy director and
later director of Global Affairs
Canada’s Eastern Europe and
Eurasia Division.

Turner’s tenure coincided
with a significant expansion
of Canada’s permanent diplo-
matic presence in Armenia. The
Canadian Embassy in Yerevan
was officially opened by then-
foreign minister Mélanie Joly
on October 25, 2023, following
Ottawa’s June 2022 decision to
establish a full embassy with
a resident ambassador. That
decision was informed partly
by former minister Stéphane
Dion’s special-envoy report on
strengthening Canadian sup-
port for Armenia’s democratic

Continued on page E2

Pashinyan ousts National Security chief, appoints ex

YEREVAN — Armenia’s
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
announced on August 16 that he
is replacing Armenia’s long time
National Security chief Armen
Grigoryan and is appointing
the controversial former Parlia-
ment speaker Alen Simonyan,
who in the past has insulted
Artsakh Armenians and has
criticized Armenia’s allies.

“It’s not that I'm dissatis-
fied with Armen Grigoryan’s
work,” Pashinyan told journal-
ists after the cabinet meeting,
where he announced Simon-
yan’s appointment. “But it’s not
that I'm so satisfied with my
own work that I consider it per-
fect. I think such decisions are
normal in politics.”

Pashinyan also announced
that he had offered Grigoryan
another position on his staff. He
did not specify the position but
said that Grigoryan had turned
it down.

During the past eight years
of his tenure, and especially
after 2021, Grigoryan was act-
ively involved in the processes of
Armenian-Azerbaijani relations
and the peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabagh conflict.

Not long ago, in 2022,
Grigoryan tried to advance
issues related to the security
and rights of Armenians living
in Artsakh during talks with

parliament speaker

with his Azerbaijani counter-
part, Hikmet Hajiyev, a chief ad-
visor to President Ilham Aliyev
of Azerbaijan.

“There was an agreement
between me and the assistant
to the Azerbaijani president to
create an international mech-
anism for Nagorno-Karabagh
and Azerbaijan to discuss the
rights and security of the Ar-
menians of Nagorno-Karabagh,”
Grigoryan had stated.

However, Baku never agreed
to any international mechanism,
and a year later, in 2023, Azerbai-
jan launched a violent attack on
Artsakh that forcibly displaced
the Armenian population there,
which fled to Armenia.

Grigoryan’s last meeting
with Hajiyev was in Dilijan, a
week after the June 7 parlia-
mentary elections. Many won-
dered why Hajiyev had rushed
to Armenia after the elections.

As Pashinyan explained in
parliament, the purpose of the
Grigoryan-Hajiyev meeting was
to “manage the threat of war”
created after the elections.
Judging by Pashinyan’s state-
ment, the Azerbaijani side was
concerned about the nearly half
a million votes received by the
opposition forces.

A longtime Pashinyan ally,
Simonyan served as parliament
speaker from 2021-2026. He ex-

pected to retain his post after
the parliamentary elections
held on June 7 and won by Civil
Contract. However, the party’s
governing body instead desig-
nated Ruben Rubinyan, who was
elected in August.

Simonyan was often seen as
a loose cannon, publicly criti-
cizing Armenia’s allies, among
them Russia, and insulting Art-
sakh Armenians.

In an eyebrow-raising inci-
dent last year, Simonyan came
to Baku’s defence, seemingly
empathizing with what he called
Azerbaijan’s “big wounds,” and
rationalizing demands by Aliyev
who was pushing for no Armen-
ian border checks along the road
going through Syunik to Nakhi-
chevan—the Trump Route for
International Peace and Pros-
perity.

In another disparaging re-
mark in 2024, Simonyan faced
strong opposition criticism
after implying that Azerbaijan
had a legitimate right to recap-
ture Artsakh by force.

“When the second Karabagh
war started [in 2020] we were
very upset because the world
did not respond to that war the
way we wanted,” Simonyan said
at the time. “The reason [for that
response] was also the lack of
legitimacy, the lack of legitimacy
on our side.”
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GOVERNMENT OF CANADA INVESTS $50 MILLION
TO STRENGTHEN CANADA'S AGRI-FOOD SECTOR

In a recent press declaration made by Heath MacDonald,
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-food, on behalf of Mélanie Joly,
Minister of Industry and Minister responsible for Canada Eco-
nomic Development for Quebec Regions, joined by Sean Casey,
MP for Charlottetown and Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Veterans Affairs and Associate Minister of National De-
fence, a $50-million investment to strengthen Canada’s agri-food
sector was announced. This investment will help fund Natural
Products Canada’s (NPC) $94.8 million project that will enable
NPC to create over 550 new jobs and generate over $1.8 billion in
GDP and help NPC establish a new Capacity Building Fund.

“Canada’s future prosperity depends on our ability to pro-
duce more of what we need here at home. Through the National
Food Security Strategy, we are strengthening Canada’s food
system, improving our resilience across our supply chains and
helping ensure Canadians have reliable access to affordable and
nutritious food. Our investment in Natural Products Canada will
help turn Canadian innovation into Canadian solutions by ac-
celerating the commercialization of homegrown agri-food and
bio-based technologies, creating well-paying jobs and further
strengthening Canada’s food security,” said minister Joly.

Minister MacDonald said: “Farmers and agri-food busi-
nesses are key to a stronger Canadian economy and a more se-
cure food supply. Our government is committed to investing
in innovation across the agriculture and agri-food sector, to
meet the needs of producers and processors and keep healthy
and affordable food within reach for all Canadians.”

CANADA INVESTS TO HELP NIAGARA BUSINESSES

In a recent press briefing made by Chris Bittle, MP for St.
Catharines, on behalf of Evan Solomon, Minister of Artificial
Intelligence and Digital Innovation and Minister responsible
for the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern
Ontario (FedDev Ontario), a new $11.3-million package was an-
nounced in support for 13 Niagara Region businesses affected
by trade disruptions. These businesses include Black Creek
Metal Inc., Canada Perforating Inc., Canadian Babbitt Bearings
Ltd., Can-American Stone Spreader Sales Limited, CMI Heavy
Industries, Free Force Machining Technology Inc., Hastec
Group Inc., High Strength Plates & Profiles Inc., Lakeview Vine-
yard Equipment Inc., St. Catharines Pattern Limited, TD Green-
houses Ltd., Valbruna ASW Inc., and VIR Feeder Solutions.

“The Government of Canada is providing targeted sup-
port to ensure that Canadian businesses have the support
they need to navigate tariff-related challenges and remain
competitive. Today’s investments in these 13 Niagara Region
businesses will help strengthen their operations, expand into
new markets, and build resilience against external pressures.
By backing local businesses, we are protecting jobs, reinfor-
cing regional supply chains, and supporting long-term eco-
nomic growth to keep Canada strong,” said Minister Solomon.

MP Bittle said: “These investments will make a real dif-
ference for businesses here in the Niagara Region. Together
we are helping companies adapt to new challenges.”

INVESTING IN KELOWNA TO PREVENT YOUTH GANGS

In a recent press declaration made by Gary Anandasan-
garee, Minister of Public Safety, a new $1.68- million federal
investment was announced to help fund the Strong Roots In-
itiative: “Empowering Youth, Families and our Community for
Safer Futures” project over a five year period. This project will
be initiated by the Childhood Connections - Okanagan Family
and Childcare Society in Kelowna, British Columbia, and will
be funded through the Youth Gang Prevention Fund (YGPF).

“A key way to keep communities safe is to make sure
young people have the support and opportunities they need
to thrive. Through the Youth Gang Prevention Fund, pro-
grams like the Strong Roots Initiative give local youth a posi-
tive path forward and help them make choices that lead to
brighter futures while contributing to safer, stronger com-
munities,” said Minister Anandasangaree.

Stephen Fuhr, MP for Kelowna and Secretary of State (De-
fence Procurement) said: “This project will provide youth in
Kelowna with opportunities to develop important life skills
while making a positive impact in their communities. By sup-
porting local youth and addressing potential risk factors, we
are ensuring safer communities where families can thrive.”

“The initiative is about creating strong, lasting family roots
for young people and families in our rapidly growing commun-
ity. With support from Public Safety Canada, we are investing in
programs that strengthen the foundations families need to thrive;
improving literacy, fostering mentorship, reducing food insecur-
ity, supporting wellness, and creating meaningful connections
that build resilient families and a stronger community,” said Jason
Ranchoux, Executive Director, Childhood Connections.

ISHKHAN GHAZARIAN

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Armenia, India establish new military cooperation

YEREVAN — Armenia and
India have taken another step
toward expanding their mil-
itary partnership, establish-
ing a new framework for direct
cooperation between the Gen-
eral Staffs of their armed forces.

Armenia’s First Deputy
Minister of Defence and Chief
of the General Staff, Lieuten-
ant General Edvard Asryan, met
with Indian Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh in Yerevan
on August 17 as part of Singh'’s
official visit to Armenia.

The two officials discussed
the current state and prospects
of Armenian-Indian defence
cooperation. Under an agree-
ment reached previously, Asryan
and Singh also exchanged a
document formally establishing
anew format for cooperation be-
tween the General Staffs of the
two countries, the Armenian De-
fence Ministry said.

The meeting followed talks
earlier in the day between
Singh and Armenian Defence
Minister Suren Papikyan. Those
discussions covered bilateral
defence cooperation, including
military-technical ties, as well
as regional and international

security issues. Singh arrived in
Armenia on August 16 for an of-
ficial visit aimed at discussing
the future direction of defence
and strategic cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

The visit comes amid a sig-
nificant expansion of Armenia-
India defence relations, which
in recent years have developed
beyond arms purchases to in-
clude regular institutional con-
tacts, military education, train-
ing and exchanges between de-
fence officials.

The two countries held their
first formal defence consultations
in Yerevan in May 2024. Those
talks resulted in the approval of
an Armenia-India Defence Min-
istries Cooperation Plan for 2024-
2025 and an agreement to estab-
lish a joint working group on bi-
lateral defence cooperation. The
consultations covered military-
technical cooperation, military
education, combat training and
the exchange of professional ex-
perience.

Military-to-military con-
tacts have continued to expand
since then. In January 2025,
Papikyan welcomed Group Cap-
tain Manish Tolani as India’s

first resident defence attaché in
Yerevan, a move the Armenian
Defence Ministry described as
significant for strengthening
bilateral cooperation.

Asryan also travelled to
India in April 2026, where he held
talks with Indian Chief of Defence
Staff General Anil Chauhan and
Singh. The Armenian delegation
reviewed progress under the
bilateral cooperation plan and
reached agreements aimed at
deepening cooperation in profes-
sional military fields.

Military-technical cooper-
ation has meanwhile become
one of the most visible elements
of the relationship. One of the
earlier major transactions was
Armenia’s approximately $40
million acquisition of four Indi-
an-made Swathi weapon-locat-
ing radar systems. Since 2022,
the two countries have broad-
ened their defence procure-
ment relationship to additional
weapons systems.

India confirmed another
major milestone in January 2026,
when Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh formally flagged off the first
tranche of Guided Pinaka rockets
destined for Armenia.
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institutions and development.
The opening of the embassy
marked a major transition in a
relationship that had previously
been managed largely through
Canadian diplomatic missions
outside Armenia. It provided Ot-
tawa with a permanent platform
for direct engagement with the

than 60,000, while Armenian
diplomatic representatives have
similarly credited the commun-
ity with strengthening Armenia’s
presence in Ottawa.

Relations between Canada
and Armenia were formally
established in 1992 and have
reached a considerably higher

level of diplomatic engagement
in recent years. Canada has be-
come a third contributing state
to the European Union Mission
in Armenia, deploying Canadian
expertise to the civilian mon-
itoring mission operating along
Armenia’s border regions. The
mission’s observers and civilian
experts currently come from 25
European Union member states
and Canada, the only non-EU
contributing country.

Armenian gov-

ernment, civil
society and lo-
cal commun-
ities, while ex-
panding Can-
ada’s capacity to
support demo-
cratic govern-
ance, regional
stability and
economic
cooperation.
The Ar-
menian Can-
adian commun-
ity has been a
central driver
of the relation-
ship for dec-
ades. Through
sustained com-
munity, parlia-
mentary and
public advo-
cacy, Armen-
ian Canadians
have helped
keep Armenia,
the Armen-
ian Genocide,
Artsakh and
broader Can-
ada-Armenia
relations on the
national agen-
da. Canada offi-
cially describes
the bilateral
relationship as
benefiting from
close people-
to-people ties
and recognizes
an engaged Ar-
menian com-
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