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FINE FOODS INC.

Supermarket | Restaurant
Bakery | Halal Butcher

3085 Hurontario St. | Unit 1-6 | 4
Mississauga | ON L5A 4E4

Phone: +1(289) 232 1200 .
WWW.ALNEJMAHFOODS.COM




«3INCh2NUL»H 25-nn
pwgwnrhyp Yp hndwlwinptu®

LUpw, Lwjhph, BwJh 6L UGLwY Spdhpbwl
Qunuhly GL QuphUw IwuppaGwl
Wunj? UyubpGwl 6L Ywpngtlu UG pnubGwl
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LpinkEd Gu Uhu BE2h2Gwl
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BOULANGERIE
PATISSERIE

Venez découvrir un endroit oul la
tradition rencontre la gourmandise

SPECIALES . 5
Temps des Fétes ~ Ouvert Chdgl_le jour

MINI BOUCHEES 1455 Blvd, Safmt-Martin ©
12 pour 8% LLavall, Qébae, [HIZS 1INl

+1(450) 667-0055
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Fine Middle Eastern Pastries

BREAKFAST

AVAILABLE AT KENNEDY LOCATION ONLY

SCARBOROUGH OAKVILLE
1279 Kennedy Rd, 407 Iroquois Shore Rd,
Scarborough, Ontario Oakville, Ontario
(416) 615-7000 (905) 339-2021
SCARBOROUGH LONDON
2086 Lawrence Ave. E, 655 Wellington Rd, #2
Scarborough, Ontario Loendon, Ontario
(647) 351-2015 (519) 686-8000
MISSISSAUGA VAUGHN
5083 Dixie Rd, Unit D3, 3175 Rutherford Rd
Mississauga, Ontario Building K, Unit 64
(905) 602-2018 Vaughn, Ontario

(905) 660-8006

@elg—
B

1Ich CROWNPASTRIES.COM r515
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“What is unfolding in the Armenian Quarter is not a rou-
tine dispute - it will shape the future of the Armenian presence
in Jerusalem”. Karnig Kerkonian

By Sevag Belian, page 58

M¢émoire de 1’exil et creuset de la Diaspora
Par Rouben Koulaksezian, page 66
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www.horizonweekly.ca
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@ MAZDA
GABRIEL.

Ma=Da

ANJOU PLATEAU ST-JACQUES ST-LAURENT

THAT RESPONDS
TO YOUR INSTINCT.

ENGINEERING CHOOSE
gt a |

MAZDA

2025 MAZDA ALL IN STARTING FROM*
CX-90 PLUG-IN HYBRID 54,900
CONTACT US

MAZDA GABRIEL ANJOU
Kevork Asadourian — General Manager kevork@gabriel.ca

MAZDA GABRIEL ST-JACQUES
llia Baranov — Sales Manager, New Vehicles ibaranov@gabriel.ca
Koko Shnoforian — Sales Manager, Pre-owned Vehicles kshnoforian@gabriel.ca

*CONDITIONS APPLY. PRICE SHOWN INCLUDES DELIVERY CHARGES (FREIGHT AND PRE-DELIVERY INSPECTION), DEALER ADMINISTRATION FEES, LEVIES,
AND ALL APPLICABLE CHARGES (EXCLUDING TAXES). CONTACT MAZDA GABRIEL FOR FULL DETAILS.
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Meet the Hearing Aid Brothers:
Edmond and Andre Ayvazyan

Discover the Difference:

Enjoy crystal-clear speech in any environment
HEAR with our cutting-edge Augmented Focus technology.
Say goodbye to struggling with conversations.

Ditch the hassle of tiny batteries. Our rechargeable
CHARGE hearing aids ensure you're always ready to go without
the fuss of changing batteries.

Seamlessly link your hearing aids to your

CONNECT  Android or iPhone smartphone. Enjoy hands-free
calls, music streaming, and more, directly through
your hearing aids.

Why Choose Hearing Aid Source?

+ Risk-Free Trials: Try our hearing aids with no obligation.
Experience the improvement in your hearing without any risk.

+ Free Hearing Tests: Get a comprehensive hearing assessment at no cost.
Understand your hearing health and get personalized recommendations.

« Expert Care: With years of experience, Edmond and Andre Ayvazyan
are dedicated to providing the highest quality hearing care.

+ Custom Hearing Protection: Protect your hearing
with custom solutions tailored to your needs.

Visit Us Today: Contact Us:
Coxwell Avenue Location: Parkway Mall Location: -

702 Coxwell Avenue, Toronto, ON M4C 3B9 85 Ellesmere Road, #29 Toronto, ON MIR 4B9 hello@hea.rlng.aldsource.ca
Tel: 416-463-4327 (HEAR) Tel: 416-754-4327 (HEAR) www.hearingaidsource.ca

Take the first step towards better hearing.
Schedule your free hearing test and no-obligation trial today.
Call 416-754-4327 to book an appointment.

hearing aid source

Rediscover the joy of hearing with Hearing Aid Source —
where advanced technology meets compassionate care.
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ASSEMBLEE
NATIONALE

DU QUEBEC

EN CETTE PERIODE DE FESTIVITES,
VEUILLEZ RECEVOIR MES MEILLEURS VEUX
DE SANTE, DE BONHEUR ET DE SUCCES.

Je vous souhaite de joyeuses Fétes
et une tres heureuse année 2026 !

[TCELINEHAYTAYAN 0 | © 450 668-6077

DEPUTEE DE LAVAL-DES-RAPIDES B8 Celine.Haytayan.LDR@assnat.gc.ca
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» Merry Christmas
f| ne fo ods Happy New Year

the essence of mediterranean gourmet
since1989

Catered Food For All Your Holidays & Events.
TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU

720 Bristol Road West, 1909 Lawrence Ave. East,
Mississauga, ON L5R 4A5 Scarborough, ON M1R 2Y6
905.502.9292 416.755.5084

Scan Here
For Catering Book

WWW.ARZFINEFOODS.COM
@arzfinefoods
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ALLIANCE IS THE ONLY EFFECTIVE I
SOLUTION FOR YOUR COMMERCIAL q“:ﬁi_‘;g""'
HOOD CLEANING NEEDS info@sanalliance.ca

www.sanhalliance.ca

[=] ¥ [=]
[=]",

EXPANDING TO
ONTARIO IN 2026!

Certified in R U .
accordance with : '

NFPA 96 fire safety ® Solut

standards. - ' | | A"Iance

Need staff?

Strengthen your team
now with Alliance
Workforce Management

Our trained professionals, from
dishwashers to sous-chefs, are ready
to elevate your team.

Reach out today

514-375-9908
info@personnelalliance.com
www.personnelalliance.com

EXPANDING TO
ONTARIO IN 2026!
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METRAS

SHIPPING & FORWARDING INC.

2175 Sheppard Ave. E.
Suite 215 Toronto ON

Tel.: 416-497-0377
Fax: 416-497-0783
info@metrasshipping.com
www.metrasshipping.com

Your Most Reliable
Transportation Partner

To/From Armenia
& Worldwide

ransportation

Door to Door Services Available

20’ 40’ LCL and Break-Bulk

Insurance Coverage

Export Documentation, Letters
of Credit Handling and Banking
Negotiations

 Dedicated Agency Network
Worldwide
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L EGROUPE

MAURICE

Residential complexes for retirees

n a world that falters and strays,

Seeking joy, hope and brighter days.

We come to you with open heart,

To draw the strength that kindness charts.

You are our roots, our pillars strong,
Guardians of deeds that shape our song.
You mark for us bright furrows clear,
Through winter’s book that we hold dear.

Your life inflames tomorrow’s skies,
A burning fire that warms, that ties.
Through tales retold of times gone past,
You return the world its soul at last.

Around your side we love to stay,

To breathe, to dream, to find our way.
And in life’s storm we come to see,
You are the bond that makes us “we.”

Within your gaze new hoist we find,

To face the present, weave the future kind.
For by your side we come to know,

The miracle that makes us grow.
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LE GROUPE MAURICE WISHES YOU
A RADIANT AND JOYFUL HOLIDAY SEASON!

LeGroupeMaurice.com/en/ourguidinglights/
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All kinds of fine and artisanal sweet and salty pastries, baklavas,
maamouls, knefeh, petits-fours, cakes, ice cream, salted sticks,
croissant and small bites, only to name a few. Our first priority is to
produce fresh pastries every day. They are carefully hand-made with
premium natural products.

Q :__:Q We Have Local and International Delivery!

.....

9 5995 Boul Gouin O, 9 595 Boulevard Cote Vertu 0 2100 Boul. Le
Montréal, QC, O, Saint-Laurent, QC, Corbusier,

H4J 2P8 H4L 1X8 Laval, QC, H7S 2C9
(. +1 (514) 315-9572 (. +1(514) 507-9573 (. +1 (450) 368-8855

www.patisseriesamadi.com www.samadisweets.ca
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b QuymgpumncfFpoiip, fud wobyf Smdbum plinpnynedni
dp* Quybpbimgfunncfpiip, yhmp b wupugnegnep gnp-
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Jwnnifwu. Tbpwuwnp,

Upguluh fupnbup Jpwy Qunnihwup hofphl ke Ep,
puyg pt Ywlilympbwl wypwphnd* fh wdpnge whbqbpf:
Tpwfpwn EhGf whniwbnud fbp ¢higp. gpujvn, npubn unyh
opbphl whqud hwgh pnjp Yup, npnby pwgnod EhGf wib-
puly wibph pulbpnud, npubny fwpghly undnpbglnud EhG*
hGswku wuwjfwpb) nu g jubdlniby:

Bbu dwlilnig jub] bl «Lwpwpun » hwdnjph thlwlu-
wwp Gdwenl wwyne dwylp, bpp Guw dbp Ynipnd bpgnud
kp. «Qufunpn opbpp afpwb Glwl Yoo qub no §’bppwb...»:
L bu hopu niubphl Gunwé swih bh wwjhu: 8bwny fbp
punh bpbppwlbph hbwn Jugqnud bh pkwyh «@hthwpw hn-
np>»' Ywgh$ wwynl plgpbiny, np dbq unynpbglh Glwu-
pbp Vwupu uwpp:

Rujg bu n’s bpghs nupawy, n’s by Ghuphg: Bu wyb
yupdhp pnpplnyd wyelbwlG b, np fop wsfhg pufnil hw-
ub| kp nupngh pwl nu fulglb) pypngulwb ubr nu uyh-
nul] hwdwqqbunny bpbpwlbph Ynnfhb: Uhls fwjpu
nnuwpnyhl, U.Gh%, LGh~ Julsbind Yp hwulkp, bu wpnki
hwdwpawly Ghplwjughb) th.

- Bu UGh Unikph Twhjwuwpbwb6 b, |bg wwpk-
Yub: Nignud bd pupng qlwp, pwyg hGd wunid bG* pbn
thnfp bu:

Yuwnnithwuh wnwghl ntunidGuljub mwpniw) wnwm-

ohlG Gunwpubp pupdwe hd Yhwlfh fbéwgnjl jonphppwu-

Ghop: Zhdw gpoid b ng Lhwjl hd fwllnipbwb, wjbe
sfwlwgnws, puyg hpufwl bphph* Upgulp wypwphh Jh
gunuphl pEGh Twupl:

U,yG Upgufuh hpG pluluduypbphg b: hinh ppgw-
Yuyfnd wwhwwlnib) b6 pudpwpwlwgwynbp (P [ hw-
qupudbuly), hhG ¢hiquwnbnhGbp, ¢gbpbqdubnglbp, Jw-
wnninGbp nu bybnbghGbph wibpwllbp: tpwbf {uwynod bG,
np upbp pwpnilwl wjunby wypb) nu unbnéwgnpsb) £
hwj Twpyp:

Nwwndwlwb wnppiplbpp JYuynud kG, np 4wgnihwup
bi hwpbiwl ghinbpp wibpnb) bG dnGlnjuljwl wppuwiwmGf-
Gbph duwdwluwly: Zbnwqu) gupbpoud ghinp plwlhyGbpp
Ybpwluliqlb) bG hpblg ofwuGbpp b wujfwp fnb) poip-
fhph, wupuhllbph nv ZhruhuwghG YUnd fuuh |bnlGghGbpp
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“What is unfolding in the Armenian Quarter is not a routine
dispute — it will shape the future of the Armenian presence in
Jerusalem”

Horizon Weekly's exclusive interview with international lawyer and
lead counsel for the Save the Ar() campaign, Karnig Kerkonian

Q: Mr. Kerkonian, can you give us a clear pic-
ture of what is really happening right now in the
Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem, particularly with
the Cow’s Garden property, and how the local com-
munity and church leadership are navigating this
complex and fast-changing situation?

A: First, let me say how deeply | appreciate your
interest in this issue. What is unfolding in the Armenian
Quarter is not a routine dispute—it is a crisis of histor-
ic magnitude. It will shape the future of the Armenian
presence in Jerusalem and, in many ways, the future
character of Jerusalem itself. The centuries-old Arme-
nian community, one of the oldest continuous Christian
communities in the world, is now confronting an exis-
tential threat. The struggle over the Cow’s Garden—the
Armenian Garden—is at the heart of that challenge.

Today, Armenian Jerusalemites are standing firm
against a purported land deal that would have trans-
ferred control of a strategically vital parcel to outside
actors. Had it proceeded, this deal would have imme-
diately compromised Armenian access to their own re-
ligious, cultural, and communal institutions within the
Old City. The property at issue is not peripheral; it is the
single largest open tract in the Old City and occupies
one of the most elevated and sensitive positions along
the Mount Scion ridge. Its loss would have fractured the
territorial continuity of the Armenian Quarter in a way
that could not be undone.

The Armenian Quarter is one of the four historic
quarters recognized under the Status Quo governing
Jerusalem. It sits at a geopolitical and cultural cross-
roads, between the Christian and Jewish Quarters,
and its continuity is essential not only to the survival of
the Armenian Patriarchate and community, but to the
broader stability of a region already marked by volatility.
The Armenian presence has long served as a moderat-
ing and stabilizing force in the Old City; weakening that
presence risks unsettling a delicate balance that has
endured for centuries.

Today, the Armenian community and the Armenian
Patriarchate stand united to nullify the purported 98-
year lease that threatens to sever more than 10,000
square meters of historic Armenian land from the Quar-
ter. Their efforts constitute a defense of continuity, iden-
tity, and the integrity of one of Jerusalem’s foundational

By Sevag Belian

communities.

Q: How did this controversial land deal come
about in the first place? What do we now know about
the lease agreement that was signed with the Israeli
investor, and why has it been deemed illegitimate by
the Armenian Patriarchate’s General Assembly?

A: The origins of this land deal are now much
clearer than they were when it first surfaced. What we
know today is that the purported lease was never prop-
erly authorized under the governing rules of the Arme-
nian Patriarchate. Under the Bylaws of the Brotherhood
of St. James, which function as the internal constitution-
al framework of the Patriarchate, any long-term lease of
immovable property requires the explicit approval of the
Patriarchate’s General Assembly. That approval is not
discretionary; it is a mandatory condition for validity.

In this case, no such approval was ever obtained.
The agreement was negotiated and signed without the
knowledge, deliberation, or affirmative vote of the Broth-
erhood. When the details finally emerged, it became ev-
ident that the lease extended far beyond Cow’s Garden
itself. It encompassed additional parcels surrounding
the Armenian Quarter and sought to transfer control of
more than 10,000 square meters to an Israeli company
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that, as subsequent investigation revealed, is owned by
a UAE-based entity with opaque beneficial ownership.

Upon reviewing the facts, the Patriarchate’s Gen-
eral Assembly concluded that the purported lease was
ultra vires—executed without lawful authority—and
therefore null and void. Their decision reflects both the
legal and institutional principle that the Brotherhood
cannot be bound by a transaction that bypassed its own
constitutional procedures, especially one implicating
such strategically significant property in the heart of the
Old City.

In short, the lease was deemed illegitimate by
the General Assembly because it was never validly ap-
proved, it violated the Patriarchate’s internal laws, and it
sought to transfer control of critical historic land to enti-
ties whose interests and ownership remain unclear.

Q: You have played a key role in coordinating
the legal response to this crisis. Could you walk us
through the steps that have been taken, both legal-
ly and diplomatically, to challenge the deal and to
safeguard the integrity of the Armenian Quarter?

A: The response to this crisis has been both exten-
sive and coordinated, reflecting the seriousness of what
is at stake. When the issue first came to light, we moved
quickly to assemble an international legal team and de-
ployed to Jerusalem to conduct a comprehensive fact-
finding mission. Our goal from the start was twofold: to
initiate a robust legal challenge to the purported lease,
and to ensure that the Armenian Quarter—its institu-
tions, land, and community—received the diplomatic
protection that such a historic crisis warrants.

Legally, the Armenian community and the Arme-
nian Patriarchate have each brought separate actions
before the Jerusalem District Court, pursuing distinct
but complementary lines of argument.

The Armenian Community’s case rests on two core
principles. First, under the Bylaws of the Brotherhood of
St. James, the Patriarchate’s General Assembly must
affirmatively approve any long-term disposition of im-
movable property. That vote never occurred, render-
ing the purported lease legally void. Second, the Cow’s
Garden is widely understood to be waqf property—held
in trust for the Armenian community. The Patriarchate,
acting as trustee, cannot alienate the property in a man-
ner that undermines the community’s beneficial interest.
A lease that strips the community of access, continuity,
and control violates the very nature of that trust.

The Armenian Patriarchate’s case advances its
own claims, including challenges based on material
misrepresentations alleged at the time the agreement
was executed. Taken together, these actions form a
comprehensive legal challenge to the validity, enforce-
ability, and legitimacy of the purported 98-year lease.
Both cases are now actively pending.

On the diplomatic front, a growing number of
states have expressed concern over the threat to the
Armenian presence in the Old City, a presence that is

not merely historical, but essential to Jerusalem’s re-
ligious and cultural balance. Keeping the international
community informed and mobilized has been critical to
ensuring that the situation does not unfold in isolation or
in silence.

Finally, the Armenian community itself has main-
tained a constant physical presence on Cow’s Garden.
For nearly two years, young Armenians have manned
a mission tent on-site every single day and night, as a
peaceful but resolute safeguard against repeated at-
tempts by outside interests to enter or seize the land by
force while litigation is pending. These attempts have
been repelled, and the community has succeeded in
maintaining continuous control of the property through-
out this period.

Taken together, the legal, diplomatic, and on-the-
ground strategies form a unified response aimed at one
objective: safeguarding the integrity, continuity, and fu-
ture of the Armenian Quarter.

Q: Many observers see this not just as a local
real estate dispute but as part of a broader pattern
affecting heritage, sovereignty, and minority rights
in Jerusalem. From your perspective, what are the
larger implications of this case for the Armenian
community and for Jerusalem’s multicultural and
historic character?

A: The Cow’s Garden dispute cannot be under-
stood as a stand-alone real estate disagreement. It is
part of a broader and deeply troubling pattern of pres-
sure placed on Christian and minority communities in
the Old City—pressures that increasingly threaten both
the Armenian presence and the multicultural equilibrium
that has defined Jerusalem for centuries.

For the Armenian community, this case is existen-
tial. There is a sustained effort—sometimes overt, often
incremental—to erode the Armenian foothold in the Old
City. When direct force is constrained by scrutiny, the
pressure appears in subtler forms: contested leases,
covert land transfers, intimidation, and coordinated en-
croachments that make daily life for Christian Arme-
nians increasingly difficult and, ultimately, unbearable.
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The Cow’s Garden affair is simply the latest manifesta-
tion of this trend.

This pattern does not affect Armenians alone.
Other historic Christian institutions, including the Greek
Orthodox Patriarchate and the Latin Church, have also
confronted attempts to strip them of property essential
to their identity and their centuries-old role in Jerusalem.
These cases reveal a consistent strategy: the gradual
attrition of non-dominant communities’ rights and hold-
ings through legal maneuvering, commercial pressure,
and demographic engineering.

The implications of such efforts reach far beyond
the boundaries of the Armenian Quarter. The weakening
or removal of the Armenians would create a dangerous
power vacuum in one of the most sensitive and con-
tested cities in the world. For centuries, the Armenian
Quarter has played a stabilizing role—deeply rooted,
non-partisan, and uniquely positioned to maintain equi-
librium among competing religious and political actors. If
that anchor is eroded, the delicate balance that has long
preserved relative calm in the Old City begins to unrav-
el. And in Jerusalem—oparticularly in its most charged
spaces—any vacuum is quickly filled by forces whose
agendas may be far more maximalist or destabilizing.

Taken together, these dynamics show why the
Cow’s Garden dispute is not merely about land. It is
about whether Jerusalem remains a mosaic of living tra-
ditions or becomes a place where diversity is tolerated
only until it becomes inconvenient. Allowing encroach-
ments on ancient communities to proceed unchecked
risks diminishing Jerusalem’s historic character and ac-
celerating volatility in a region already defined by it. The
outcome of this case will shape not only the future of
the Armenian Quarter, but the future meaning of coexis-
tence in Jerusalem.

Q: Looking ahead, what are the next concrete
steps, legal, communal, and international, to ensure
the Armenian Quarter’s protection? How can Arme-
nians worldwide contribute to this ongoing struggle
to preserve their centuries-old presence in Jerusa-
lem?

A: Looking ahead, several concrete steps—Iegal,
communal, and international—are essential to ensuring
the long-term protection of the Armenian Quarter.

Legally, the immediate priority is to see the pend-
ing actions before the Jerusalem District Court through
to judgment. These cases challenge the purported lease
on core substantive and fiduciary grounds, and their
resolution will shape not only the future of the Cow’s
Garden but the legal landscape governing any future
encroachments. The international legal team working
on this matter is doing so on a pro bono basis, and their
work is complemented by dedicated local counsel who
manage the day-to-day litigation and protect the com-
munity’s interests on the ground.

Communally, the Armenian community in Jerusa-
lem must continue its constant vigilance. For nearly two
years, young Jerusalem Armenians have maintained a
daily presence at the Cow’s Garden, preventing unau-
thorized attempts by outside groups to enter or assert
control. This steadfast communal presence remains in-
dispensable as the legal process unfolds.

Internationally, sustained attention and advocacy
are critical. This is not a situation that can survive indif-
ference. Governments, churches, cultural institutions,
and human rights organizations must remain engaged
and vocal. International pressure helps deter unilateral
actions on the ground and reinforces that the Armenian
Quarter’s fate is not a local administrative issue but a
matter of global cultural, religious, and historical signifi-
cance.

For Armenians worldwide, there are clear and
meaningful ways to contribute: First, stay informed. Visi-
bility and awareness themselves are protective in crises
involving vulnerable historic communities; this struggle
cannot be allowed to fade from public consciousness.
Second, use your voice with your own governments.
Urging elected officials and foreign ministries to remain
attentive to the safety and rights of Christian Armenians
in Jerusalem can materially influence diplomatic en-
gagement. Third, support the community directly. Al-
though the international legal team volunteers all of its
time pro bono, there are substantial ongoing costs for
local lawyers in Jerusalem, diplomatic initiatives, com-
munity mobilization, and the physical protection efforts
on the ground. Supporting SaveTheArQ—the grass-
roots organization coordinating these efforts—is one of
the most effective ways to ensure that the Jerusalem
Armenian community has the resources it needs in this
historic struggle. You can donate by visiting givebutter.
com/Arg2025.

What is happening today, right now, in the Arme-
nian Quarter of Jerusalem is a fight to preserve a cen-
turies-old presence and a vital cultural anchor in one of
the most sensitive and contested cities in the world. Its
outcome will depend on sustained legal strategy, com-
munal resilience, and the continued solidarity of Arme-
nians everywhere.
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Current Fundraising Campaigns

Our goal is to assist and provide financial aid to at-risk communities around the world and
help them to overcome the many hardships that they face in their native countries.

To donate online visit www.camam.org

General Donations Aid to Artsakh

e

Campagnes de financement en cours

Notre objectif est d’aider et de fournir une aide financiére aux communautés a risque du
monde entier et de les aider a surmonter les nombreuses difficultés auxquelles elles sont
confrontées dans leur pays d’origine.

Pour faire un don en ligne visiter www.camam.org
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Meémoire de ’exil et creuset de 1a Diaspora

par Rouben Koulaksezian
France Arménie - Octobre 2025

En quittant Beyrouth vers le nord-est, sur la route de Jounieh et Byblos, la premiére municipalité que I'on traverse
est Bourj Hammoud. Ce faubourg devenu ville a part entiére incarne depuis un siecle le cceur battant de la commu-

nauté arménienne du Liban.

Quartier de Bourj Hammoud

Le meilleur moyen de le découvrir est de s’y perdre, en
arpentant ses ruelles sinueuses. Chaque sous-quartier porte un
nom arménien, tel que Nor Marach, Norachen, Amanos, Nor
Sis ou Nor Adana, et I’on peut trouver son chemin aussi bien
en arménien qu’en arabe, en anglais ou en francgais. Dans les
kiosques et librairies, on trouve sans peine les journaux Aztag,
Ararat ou Zartonk. Les commerces, des bijouteries aux épicer-
ies en passant par les cordonneries et les pharmacies, sont pr-
esque tous tenus par des Arméniens.

L’histoire de Bourj Hammoud commence dans les an-
nées 1920, quand les réfugiés de Cilicie s’installent dans ce
qui n’était alors qu’un marécage, construisant des cabanes de
fortune. Grace a 1’action du pére Paul Ariss, les conditions de
vie s’améliorent rapidement: les réfugiés batissent des maisons,

creusent des puits, installent des égouts. En 1952, le quartier
obtient le statut de municipalité, avec Paul Ariss comme pre-
mier maire. Sous I’impulsion de ce dernier et du parti Dachnag,
Bourj Hammoud connait un véritable essor. Les années 1960
marquent son age d’or, avec un foisonnement culturel: écoles,
journaux, théatre et méme un cinéma en arménien. Aujourd’hui,
malgré le départ d’une partie de ses habitants vers I’étranger ou
d’autres banlieues comme Antélias et Fanar, Bourj Hammoud
conserve son identité arménienne.

En entrant par le pont venant de Mar Mikhael, on ar-
rive dans le quartier de Norachen, au nord de la rue Armenia.
L’imposante église Saints-Vartanants a été consacrée en 2006.
A proximité, le batiment de la FRA regroupe la galerie et la
librairie Hamazkaine, ainsi que plusieurs organisations et mé-
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Le tricolore arménien est omniprésent

dias dont le journal Aztag et la radio Voice of Van. Pour les
gourmets, le restaurant Apo est notamment recommandé par le
guide Le Petit Futé pour ses brochettes au feu de bois. Non loin,
le camp de Sanjak, établi en 1939 pour accueillir les Arméniens
chassés d’ Alexandrette, a disparu dans les années 2000, rem-
placé par des immeubles modernes.

Le secteur le plus animé de Bourj Hammoud reste Nor
Marach, de I’autre coté de la rue Armenia. La rue Arax concen-
tre I’activité commergante: ses dizaines de boutiques de véte-
ments et de chaussures attirent des clients de tout Beyrouth. Le
premier Falafel Arax y a ouvert en 1949 avant de s’exporter aux
Etats-Unis. Dans la rue Marach, paralléle, on trouve la maison
de disques Voice of Stars, les épices Tenbelian ou encore le café
Garo. L’église des Quarante-Martyrs (Karasoun Manoug), inau-
gurée en 1931, fut la premiére église en pierre construite par les
réfugiés. A proximité s’éléve I’église catholique Saint-Sauveur
(Sourp Perguitch), batie en 1953, dont la cour abrite le buste
du pere Paul Ariss. L’église évangélique arménienne date, elle,
de 1934. Toujours dans le secteur, le restaurant Ghazar, avec
sa petite salle a I’atmosphére conviviale, est un véritable coup
de cceur, tout comme sa voisine la boulangerie Ghazar, célébre
depuis 1960 pour son lahmajoun. Le Centre culturel Badgu-
er, qui réunit artisanat et gastronomie, est également a ne pas
manquer. Sur la place de la municipalité, Basterma Mano attire
quant a lui les amateurs de basterma et de soudjoukh, réputés
comme les meilleurs de la capitale.

De I’autre coté de la rue Ariss s’étend Nor Adana, dont
I’église Sourp Asdvadzadzine (Sainte-Mére-de-Dieu) com-
mémore le massacre de centaines d’Arméniens dans 1’église
d’Adana en 1909, un drame relaté par Zabel Essayan dans son
ouvrage Dans les ruines. Plus loin, 8 Nor Amanos, I’ensemble
résidentiel de Massaken, construit dans les années 1960, a per-

mis de reloger des familles arméniennes modestes. Le quartier
abrite aussi le stade municipal (tashd), haut lieu des manifes-
tations sportives, culturelles et politiques de la communauté.
C’est la qu’évolue le Homenetmen, sept fois champion du
Liban et médaillé de bronze au championnat asiatique des clubs
en 1970. L église évangélique arménienne date de 1970. Depuis
2016, un batiment moderne accueille 1’United Armenian Col-
lege, né de la fusion de plusieurs écoles. A quelques pas, la bou-
langerie Harout, citée par Le Petit Futé, est réputée pour ses
lahmajouns et ses tahinov hats (pains au tahine).

Au-dela de I’autoroute surélevée, s’ouvre le quartier de
Nor Sis, qui marque la limite avec Nabaa, majoritairement
chiite. L’église Saint-Sarkis, inaugurée en 1950, a remplacé
une chapelle en bois des années 1930. Autre incontournable, le
quartier d’Arakadz, avec ses maisons colorées et ses drapeaux
arméniens aux fenétres, conserve la mémoire d’un camp de
réfugiés devenu un lieu de vie et de nostalgie.

Conseils de voyage

* Quand partir ?
Les meilleures périodes pour visiter le Liban sont
d’avril a juin et de septembre a novembre.

* Quel circuit prévoir ?

En dehors de Beyrouth et sa région, le village
d’Anjar, dans la plaine de la Bekaa, est un incontournable
d’une visite arménienne du Liban.

Les maisons du quartier d’Arakadz sont les plus anciennes
de Bourj Hammoud
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