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THE BIG ISSUES
AND WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THEM

POVERTY

We live in a world where nearly half of all children live in poverty.
There's a big divide between the rich and the poor, and It Is clear from the
Bible that God cares deeply about this issue. He loves the needy and values
them as people. And if we are well off, he wants us to befriend and help
those who need our support.

In the Bible, there’s a lot about the poor and how we shouldn’t
turn a blind eye to them. It’s not just people without money who might
need help. Same people are poor emotionally because they’re unhappy. It
doesn’t take much for us to look around the world and see that things aren’t
quite the way they were meant to be.

KEY BIBLE VERSES:
PROVERBS 31.8-9; ISAIAH 58.7; MICAH 6.8; LUKE 4.18-19; MATTHEW

25.35-40

Take some time to think about all the kinds of poverty you know
about - for example, homelessness and bullying. Now read some of the key
Bible verses and, off the back of them, write a sentence outlining what you
will commit to do as a result.

THE MINISTER AS
THE ARTICULATOR OF INNER EVENTS

[-..] The Christian leader, minister or priest, is not one who re-
veals God to the people — who gives something to those who have nothing
- but one who helps those who are searching to discover reality as the
source of their existence. In this sense we can say that the Christian leader
leads humans to confession, in the classic sense of the word: to the basic
affirmation that humans are human, and God is God, and that without
God, humans cannot be called human.

In this context, pastoral conversation is not merely a skillful use
of conversational techniques to manipulate people into the Kingdom of
God, but a deep human encounter in which people are willing to put their
own faith and doubt, their own hope and despair, their own light and
darkness at the disposal of others who want to find a way through their
confusion and touch the solid core of life.

In this context, preaching means more than handing over a tradi-
tion; it is, rather, the careful and sensitive articulation of what is happening
in the community so that those who listen can say: “You say what | only
suspected, you clearly express what | vaguely felt, you bring to the fore
what | fearfully kept in the back of my mind. Yes, yes — you say who we are,
you recognize our condition.”

When someone who listens is able to say this, then the ground
is broken for others to receive the Word of God. And no minister need
doubt that the Word will be received! The young especially do not have to
run away from their fears and hopes but can see themselves in the face
of the one who leads them; the minister will make them understand the
words of salvation which in the past often sounded to them like words from
a strange and unfamiliar world.

Teaching in this context does not mean telling the old story over
and over again, but the offering of channels through which people can
discover themselves, clarify their own experiences, and find the niches
in which the Word of God can take firm hold. And finally, in this context
liturgy is much more than ritual. It can become a true celebration when
the liturgical leader is able to name the space where joy and sorrow touch
each other as the place in which it is possible to celebrate both life and
death.

So, the first and most basic task of contemporary Christian lead-
ers is to lead people out of the land of confusion into the land of hope.
Therefore, they must first have the courage to be explorers of the new
territory within themselves and to articulate their discoveries as a service
to the inward generations.

THE WOUNDED HEALER
HENRI J.M. NOUWEN



THE BEATITUDES
(Matt. 5.1-12)

LET US PICTURE the scene: Jesus on the mountain, the mul-
titudes, and the disciples. The people see Jesus with his disciples, who
have gathered around him. Until quite recently these men had been
completely identified with multitude, they were just like the rest. Then
came the call of Jesus, and at once they left all and followed him. Since
then, they have belonged to him, body and soul. Now they go with
him, live with him, and follow him wherever he leads them. Something
unique had occurred to them. That disconcerting and offensive fact
stares the people in the face. The disciples see the people, from whose
midst they themselves have come. These people are the lost sheep of
the house of Israel, the elect people of God, the “national Church.”
When the call of Jesus had selected them from among the people, the
disciples had done what for the lost sheep of the house of Israel was
the only natural and necessary thing to do — they had followed the voice
of the Good Shepherd, because they knew his voice. Thus, their very
action in enlisting as disciples proves that they are members of this
people; they will live among them, going into their midst, and preaching
the call of Jesus and the glory of discipleship. But what will the end be?
Jesus sees his disciples. They have publicly left the crowd to join him. He
has called them, everyone, and they have renounced everything at his
call. Now they are living in want and privation, the poorest of the poor,
the sorest afflicted, and the hungriest of the hungry. They have only
him, and with him they have nothing, literally nothing in the world, but
everything with and through God. It but a little flock he has found, and
it is a great flock he is seeking as he looks at the people. Disciples and
people, they belong together. The disciples will be his messengers and
here and there they will find men to hear and believe their message. Yet
there will be enmity between them right to the bitter end. All the wrath
of God’s people against him and his Word will fall on his disciples; his
rejection will be theirs. The cross casts its shadow before. Christ, the
disciples, and the people - the stage is already set for the passion of
Jesus and his Church.

Therefore, Jesus calls his disciples blessed (cf. Luke 6.20 ff).
He spoke to men who had already responded to the power of his call,
and it is that call which has made the poor, afflicted and hungry. He
calls them blessed, not because of their privation, or the renunciation
they have made, for these are not blessed in themselves. Only the call
and the promise, for the sake of which they are ready to suffer poverty
and renunciation, can justify and beatitudes. Admittedly, Jesus some-
times speaks of privation and sometimes of deliberate renunciation as
if they implied particular virtues in his disciples, but that is neither here
nor there. External privation and personal renunciation both have the
same ground — the call and the promise of Jeus. Neither possesses any
intrinsic claim to recognition.

Jesus calls his disciples blessed in the hearing of the crowd,
and the crowd is called upon as a startled witness. The heritage which
God had promised to Israel as a whole is here attributed to the little
flock of disciples whom Jesus had chosen. “Theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” But disciples and people are one, for they are all members
of the Church which is called of God. Hence the aim of this beatitude
is to bring all who hear it to decision and salvation. All are called to
be what in the reality of God they are already. The disciples are called
blessed because they have obeyed the call of Jesus, and the people as
a whole because they are heirs of the promise. But will they now claim
their heritage by believing in Jesus Christ and his word? Or will they fall
into apostasy be refusing to accept him? That is the question which still
remains to be answered.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” Privation is the lot of the disciples in every sphere of their
lives. They are the “poor” tout court (Luke 6.20). They have no security,
no possessions to call their own, not even a foot of earth to call their
home, no earthly society to claim their absolute allegiance. Nay more,
they have no spiritual power, experience or knowledge to afford them
consolation or security. For his sake they have lost all. In following him
they lost even their own selves, and everything that could make them
rich. Now they are poor - so inexperienced, so stupid, that they have
no other hope but him who called them. Jesus knows all about the
others too, the representatives and preachers of the national religion,
who enjoy greatness and renown, whose feet are firmly planted on the
earth, who are deeply rooted in the culture and piety of the people and
moulded by the spirit of the age. Yet it is not they, but the disciples who
are called blessed - theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. That Kingdom
dawns on them, the little band who for the sake of Jesus live a life of
absolute renunciation and poverty. And in that very poverty they are
heirs of the kingdom. They have their treasure in secret, they find it on
the cross. And they have the promise that they will one day visibly enjoy
the glory of the kingdom, which in principle is already realized in the
utter poverty of the cross.

This beatitude is poles removed from the caricatures of it
which appear in political and social manifestos. The Antichrist also calls
the poor blessed, but not for the sake of the cross, which embraces all
poverty and transforms it into a source of blessings. He fights the cross
with political and sociological ideology. He may call it Christian, but that
only makes him a still more dangerous enemy.

THE COST OF DICIPLESHIP
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

THE PRAYER OF THE TRISAGION
(A prayer from St. Basil the Great)

0 God, the holy One, who dost rest in the saints and whom with the trisagial cry the ser-
aphim praise and the cherubim glorify and all the heavenly hosts adore, thou, who hast brought
all creatures into being out of nothing, who hast made man after thine own image and likeness,
and hast adorned him with every grace of thine, and hast taught him to seek wisdom and under-
standing, and hast laid upon him repentance unto salvation, thou who hast made us, thy lowly and
unworthy servants, worthy to stand at this hour before the glory of thine holy altar and to offer the
adoration and glory due to thee.

Do thou, O Lord, accept from our mouths, sinners as we are, the trisagial hymn and
keep us by thy loving-kindness, forgive us all our trespasses both voluntary and involuntary, sanc-
tify our souls, our minds and our bodies and grant us to serve thee in holiness all the days of our
lives, through the intercession of the holy Mother-of-God and of all thy saints who through the
ages have been well-pleasing unto thee. For thou, O Lord our God, art holy and unto thee is fitting
glory, dominion and honour, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

THE DIVINE LITURGY
OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC
ORTHODOX CHURCH
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THE BOOK OF

2 SAMUEL

WRITTEN: PROBABLY 600-400BC
(USING STORIES FROM A MUCH EARLIER TIME)

WHY READ IT?

This is the close-up story of an excellent leader, a man who
completely loved God but who was human and kept get-
ting things wrong. David betrayed others and experienced
betrayal. It was not until he messed up that he really un-
derstood what God’s love and forgiveness meant. The sto-
ry shows that human weaknesses don’t stop us from being
great leaders and passionate about God.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

2 Samuel is the sequel to 1 Samuel — they were originally one
book. 1 Samuel tells how David became king, and 2 Samuel
is about how he ruled. David was an excellent king, and
Israel started to become a strong force, but David had his
weaknesses and the longer he ruled, the more complicated
things got. The book starts with David ruling first Judah in
the south and then Israel in the north. David defeated the
Jebusites and took their city, Jerusalem, thought to be un-
conquerable. God promised that David’s descendants would
always be on the throne of Israel - a pointer towards Jesus.

KING DAVID ABSALOM ABSALOM
DAVID AND (DAVID’S DIES
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THE LETTER OF

EPHESIANS
WRITTEN: AROUND AD48-52
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

This letter was written to the church in the city of Ephe-
sus (in modern-day Turkey), possibly while Paul was un-
der house arrest as a prisoner in Rome. The letter to
the Ephesians covers many practical issues for Christians
and the church, including how to live and work together,
being united and recognising God’s work through Jesus.

WHY READ IT?

Ephesians gives us a great overview of what God has
done through Jesus and what that might mean for the
way we love. The people in the church in Ephesus lived
in a culture that was pretty messed up, so the letter was
teaching them how to live in the midst of this broken
world. Even if the brokenness they saw was different to
the brokenness we see, Ephesians is packed with good
stuff for us to read.

(AD46) VISITS PAUL IN (AD 62-64)
EPHESUS ROME
PAUL’S 2 WRITES
MISSIONARY EPHESIANS
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FM Mélanie Joly strongly
denounces Azerbaijan’s
aggressive rhetoric and calls for
the unconditional release of all
Armenian prisoners of war

AW/

OTTAWA — In a letter ad-
dressed to the Armenian Na-
tional Committee of Canada
(ANCC) on January 30 — amidst
the ongoing sham trials of Ar-
menian POWs and former Art-
sakh leaders in Baku — Minister
of Foreign Affairs Mélanie Joly
strongly denounces Azerbaijan’s

aggressive rhetoric and calls for:

— The unconditional release
of all Armenian prisoners of war
and arbitrarily detained ethnic
Armenians in Azerbaijan;

— The respect for Armenia’s
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity;

— The safe and dignified
return of Armenian civilians
to their ancestral lands and
cooperation on demining;

— The preservation of Ar-
menian cultural heritage; and

— The resolution of the
Artsakh issue through the OSCE
Minsk process, in line with the
Helsinki principles and the need
for a just and durable peace in

the South Caucasus.
(ANCC)

Armenia will be ‘totally
impoverished’ if it joins EU,
Russia warns

YEREVAN—Armenia’s gov-
ernment risks plunging the
country into widespread pov-
erty with plans to seek its mem-
bership in the European Union,
Russia said on January 31 in yet
another warning to Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan.

The Russian Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman, Maria
Zakharova, spoke at length
about Armenia’s economic de-
pendence on and increased
trade with Russia.

Zakharova pointed to Rus-
sian Deputy Prime Minister
Alexei Overchuk’s repeated
warnings that an EU member-
ship bid would mark the begin-
ning of its withdrawal from the
Eurasian Economic, a Russian-
led trade bloc. She said the
South Caucasus nation would
thus lose access to Russia’s vast
market vital for its economy.

“According to some esti-
mates, the export of Armenian
goods would shrink by around
80 percent,” Zakharova told re-
porters.

“Armenian products would
face higher duties,” she said.
“All this would lead to a sharp
drop in the GDP growth rate
.. If we are talking about the
scale of manufacturing, about
the population of Armenia, this
could simply lead to total im-
poverishment.”

overchuk first issued such
warnings on January 9 hours
after Pashinyan’s government
endorsed a bill calling for the
“start of a process of Armenia’s
accession to the European
Union.” Armenian officials re-
sponded by saying that Yerevan
has no plans yet to leave the EEU.

“We feel pretty good in the
EEU,” Pashinyan told a news

conference. “The figures you
cited speak for themselves. But
at the same time, we cannot
help but notice the desire of a
part of the Armenian people to
shape options for the future of
Armenia.”

The Armenian parliament
controlled by Pashinyan’s Civil
Contract party is expected to
debate and adopt the bill in
February. The premier said its
passage will “not in itself mean
Armenia’s membership in the
EU.” He again did not give de-
tails of his further steps. No EU
member state has so far voiced
support for Armenia’s accession
to the 27-nation bloc.

“Russia, of course, has
some concerns about the pro-
cess, but our conversations
have never been and will never
be in the language of threats,”
said Pashinyan, who discussed
the issue with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in a January 17
phone call. He added that the
“dialogue” between the two
sides is continuing.

According to Armenian gov-
ernment data, Russia accounted
for over 41 percent of Armenia’s
foreign trade in January-Novem-
ber 2024, compared with the EU’s
7.5 percent share. Armenia also
buys the bulk of its natural gas
from Russia at a price that is set
well below international market-
based levels.

Pashinyan and his entour-
age first floated the idea of an EU
membership bid a year ago amid
rising tensions with Moscow. Ar-
menian opposition leaders have
described the resulting govern-
ment-backed bill as reckless and
warned of its severe consequences
for the domestic economy.

(RFE/RL)

Young Armenian cleric murdered in Lebanon

BEIRUT—A young Armenian cleric, Very
Reverend Anania Koujanian, was found mur-
dered in his home in the Bekka Valley region
of Lebanon on February 1.

Koujanian was one of the up-and-coming
clergy serving the Catholicosate of the Great
House of Cilicia and served as the Lebanon
Prelacy’s vicar of the Zahleh and Ainjar com-
munities.

A preliminary investigation has revealed
that Koujanian had left the Bourj Hammoud
neighbourhood of Beirut and arrived at his
apartment where Syrian labourers reportedly
were working, making repairs in his residence.
An announcement said that the labourers al-
legedly stabbed Koujanian, stole the cross he
was wearing, and, after robbing residence, fled
the scene.

“As aresult of the brutal crime, the victim
was stabbed several times with sharp objects
and knives in different parts of his body,” the
announcement said.

The Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Central Committee of Lebanon condemned the
attack and the murder.

“A terrible crime was committed when
the body of Very Rev. Anania Kujanyan was
discovered, with visible signs of torture that
preceded the vicious attack,” the ARF said in
its announcement.

The ARF Central Committee called on law
enforcement bodies to “swiftly and decisively
investigate the details of this terrible crime,”
and bring those responsible to justice.

“Justice must be served swiftly,” the ARF

Central Committee demanded.

“We strongly condemn the crime of the
murder of this loving and engaged cleric, the
Very Rev. Anania Gujanian, yesterday after be-
ing brutally tortured. We emphasize the need
for self-restraint and not to be provoked by
a personal act, expressing confidence in the
security forces to identify and prosecute the
perpetrators in order to subject the perpetra-
tor to the strictest punishment,” the Lebanon
ARF Central Committee’s chairperson, Hagop
Pakradouni, said in a post on X.

Also condemning this horrible crime was
Lebanon’s President General Joseph Aoun, who
called His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia to offer his condolences.

Aoun strongly condemned the crime and
reassured Catholicos Aram I that the country’s
law enforcement and security bodies are pur-
suing the investigations to uncover the crime’s
circumstances, arrest the perpetrators, and
refer them to the concerned judiciary for se-
vere punishment.

Pashinyan’s visit to Washington met with protests

WASHINGTON—Armenian-
Americans gathered in protest
as Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan visited Washington, D.C. on
February 3, in what many see as
an attempt to rehabilitate his
image following his controver-
sial remarks about the Armen-
ian diaspora and his question-
ing of the Armenian Genocide.

A demonstration organized
by young Armenian Americans
took place in front of the Ar-
menian Embassy, where protest-
ers held signs reading “Hostages
Abandoned” and “Artsakh Be-
trayed” — condemning Pashin-
yan’s policies and actions that
they argue have endangered Ar-
menia’s sovereignty and aban-
doned Artsakh and its people.

“[Pashinyan] has chosen to
come to Washington, our home-
town, where he expects us to
honour him, to act as his stage
props, and to normalize his

shameful surrender of Armen-
ian lives and land, democracy
and dignity. Now, it’s our turn
to make a choice. To refuse to
be used. To stand up for actual
Armenian values — our core
national interests and aspira-
tions,” noted the ARF Washing-
ton DC “Sebouh” Gomideh, in a
statement issued to Armenian
American community members
and allies on the eve of Pashin-
yan’s visit to the U.S. Capitol.

Vartkes Pamboukian, Chair-
man of the Armenian Youth
Federation D.C. “Ani” Chapter,
echoed this sentiment, stat-
ing, “Everything we as diaspora
tight for — whether it’s the rec-
ognition of the Artsakh and Ar-
menian Genocides or even the
fabric of Armenian identity —
Pashinyan threatens. We won’t
be silenced or sidelined when he
comes to our community.”

AYF Eastern U.S. Cen-

tral Executive member Nayiri
Shahnazarian concurred, not-
ing, “Pashinyan’s policies have
led to the genocide of Artsakh
and the occupation of our lands.
If we continue down his path, we
will lose Armenia as well. Our
message to the Prime Minister is
that the Homeland does not be-
long to him to sell or surrender.
And our message to the people of
Armenia and Artsakh is that we
stand with you in the fight for
Armenian survival.”

The protests highlight the
growing discontent within the
Armenian diaspora, particularly
among young activists who view
Pashinyan’s leadership as a be-
trayal of Armenian national in-
terests. As he seeks to engage with
U.S. officials and the Armenian-
American community, his critics
remain steadfast in ensuring that
their voices — and the grievances
of a betrayed nation — are heard.

Pashinyan rejects committing the crime of
Armenian Genocide denial

Ever since Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan’s disgraceful
attempt to raise unnecessary
questions about the facts of the
Armenian Genocide to a group
of Swiss-Armenians in Zurich
last month, he and his blind fol-
lowers have been making excus-
es for his deplorable remarks.

Pashinyan casually told the
Swiss-Armenian group: “We
need to also return to the his-
tory of the Armenian Genocide.
We need to understand what
happened and why?” 1t is shock-
ing that 110 years after the Ar-
menian Genocide, the Prime
Minister of Armenia pretends
not to know “what happened
and why.” I don’t think it is be-
cause of his lack of knowledge.

BY HARUT SASSOUNIAN

He knows exactly what he is
saying and why.

He continued with more
fabricated questions: “How is
it that in 1939 there was no
agenda for the Armenian Geno-
cide? And how is it that in 1950
the Armenian Genocide agenda
appeared? And how did we per-
ceive it, through whom did we
perceive it?” Pashinyan must
be told that long before 1950
and 1939, all the way back in
1921, the Catholicos of All Ar-
menians Kevork V Surenyants
designated April 24 as the Day
of Remembrance for the victims
of ‘Meds Yeghern.’

Pashinyan has made simi-
lar questionable statements in
the past. To confuse the public,

he regularly denies his earlier
statements and claims that he
was misunderstood. One thing
is sure, Azeris and Turks were
elated that the Prime Minister
of Armenia agrees with them on
“questioning the genocide.”

Justifiably, Pashinyan was
condemned by prominent Ar-
menians and organizations all
over the world. He was harshly
criticized by Catholicoi Karekin
II and Aram I, various histor-
ians and experts on the Armen-
ian Genocide, the Lemkin Insti-
tute, and Armenian organiza-
tions in Switzerland, Belgium
and Armenia.

Given the fact that Pashin-

Continued on page E2
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INVESTS $35-MILLION IN
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA PUBLIC TRANSIT

In a recent press briefing held by Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, Min-
ister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities, Chris Bittle, MP
for St. Catharines and Parliamentary Secretary to Minister Erskine-
Smith, Jim Bradley, Niagara Regional Chair, and Mat Siscoe, Mayor of
St. Catharines and the chair of the Niagara Transit Commission, a joint
announcement was made of a new federal investment of more than
$35-million that will be allocated to ensure the Regional Municipality
of Niagara will have long-term predictable public transit access. This
investment by the Federal government, working with their partners,
will see that Canadians in the region have more access to public tran-
sit to connect them with their jobs and communities.

“Reliable and accessible public transit is essential for building
strong communities and a thriving local economy. This long-term in-
vestment will ensure Niagara residents have access to safe, modern,
and efficient transit options that connect them to work, school, and es-
sential services — helping our region grow while making transit a more
sustainable choice,” said MP Bittle.

Niagara Regional Chair Jim Bradley said: “This funding boost is a
welcome investment in Niagara’s future. For years now, all of Niagara
has been unified in recognizing the importance of a robust, efficient
and well-connected transit network, which is why Niagara’s municipal-
ities came together to create the Niagara Transit Commission in 2022.
From students travelling to campus, to businesses bringing in employ-
ees, to seniors getting to medical appointments, so many in our com-
munity rely on a robust transit system that services all of Niagara, and
this funding will ensure that Niagara Transit can continue to serve the
evolving needs of our residents now, and into the future.”

SASKATCHEWAN TO INVEST $6.9 MILLION INTO
LIVESTOCK AND FORAGE RESEARCH

In arecent press declaration made by Canada’s Minister of Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Lawrence MacAulay and Saskatchewan’s Minister of
Agriculture Daryl Harrison, a new investment of $6.9-million was an-
nounced that will be use to support livestock and forage-related scien-
tific research in the province of Saskatchewan in 2025. This investment
will be combined with additional co-funding from industry partners
for a total of $7.2-million. This investment will be supporting 30 differ-
ent research projects which range in research topics, but are all related
to the livestock and forage industry. The investment will be delivered
through Saskatchewan’s Agriculture Development Fund.

Minister MacAulay said: "Were working with the provinces and ter-
ritories to deliver vitally important programming through Sustainable
CAP. Our shared investment with the Government of Saskatchewan in
these Agriculture Development Fund research projects will help create
growth and make sure our great sector remains on the cutting edge.”

“Innovation is the key to staying competitive and allowing Sas-
katchewan to remain a global leader when it comes to new and best
practices in agriculture. We continue to support this and help Sas-
katchewan’s livestock producers to keep doing what they do best
through investments of this nature, which enables the kind of world-
class scientific work that constantly moves the industry forward,”
said Minister Harrison.

“Investment in research is critical for our industry. We appreci-
ate both levels of government recognizing its value and investing in
our research priorities, which focused on animal health and forage
production this year,” said Keith Day, Chair, Saskatchewan Cattle-
men’s Association.

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA INVESTS $13-MILLION IN
ALBERTAN JOBS

In arecent press declaration made by Jonathan Wilkinson, Min-
ister of Energy and Natural Resources, a new investment of approxi-
mately $13.4-million was announced that will be used to support
made-in-Alberta technologies. These technologies will be used to
help reduce pollution in the industry while also growing jobs and
helping boost the economy. Alberta being one of Canada’s top energy
producers, a critical source of minerals, oil, and gas, as well as net-
zero petrochemicals, renewable energy, biofuels, and hydrogen, Al-
berta is also a place that has created thousands of jobs and has cre-
ated economic opportunity for workers and businesses.

Minister Wilkinson said: “Carbon capture has a vital role to
play in growing the Canadian economy, especially in a future where
global investments increasingly favour the countries that have
stable economic plans that do not come at the expense of the en-
vironment. These projects will support job growth and economic
prosperity in Alberta and will help ensure that the province remains
an energy superpower on the international scene. I congratulate all
the recipients on their leadership as they look to make Canada’s in-
dustries greener and more competitive than ever before.”

“Canada is a world leader in clean technologies, and Albertan
innovations and companies are the driving force behind it. Canada
is advancing many cutting-edge carbon capture projects in Calgary
as part of our work to seize regional economic opportunities in this
fast-growing sector that will continue to create good local jobs, se-
cure long-term prosperity and energy security, and fight climate
change,” said George MP for Calgary Skyview.

ISHKHAN GHAZARIAN

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

PASHINYAN...

continued from page E1

yan has denigrated all sacred
symbols of the Armenian na-
tion from Mt. Ararat to Ar-
menia’s coat of arms, and has
repeatedly claimed that com-
memorations of the Armenian
Genocide were prompted by
external forces, meaning the
Soviet Union, he has come very
close to denying the facts of the
Armenian Genocide which is a
crime in Armenia punishable by
2-5 years of imprisonment.

Pashinyan’s statement, that
the Armenian Genocide was not
on the agenda in 1939 and that
it appeared on the agenda only
in 1950, is a complete falsehood.
Only a denialist Turk would say
such an insulting thing to de-
scribe the greatest tragedy of
Armenian history. Here is my
answer to Pashinyan: Living
under a highly oppressive rule,
Soviet Armenians were de-
prived of many basic rights, in-
cluding the commemoration of
the Armenian Genocide. After
Stalin’s death, with the advent
of Gorbacheyv, the concepts of
perestroika (restructuring)
and glasnost (openness) were
ushered in allowing Soviet cit-
izens greater freedoms, which
led Soviet Armenia to build the
Sardarabad Monument and the
Armenian Genocide Memorial
Monument.

In the meantime, both
prior to 1939 and after 1950,
Armenians in the Diaspora
commemorated the Armenian
Genocide, asking for its recogni-
tion and the return of occupied
Western Armenia from Turkey.
Memoranda and petitions were

presented to the United Na-
tions and major powers in the
late 1940’s. Tens of thousands
of Armenians marched in vari-
ous Middle Eastern, European
and American cities demanding
their historical rights.

On August 20, 2009, Pashin-
yan wrote in his “Prison Diary:
the mechanics of genocide” and
reposted on his Facebook page
last week: “Traditional Armen-
ian thinking equates the con-
cept of ‘genocide’ with the hos-
tile actions of the outside world,
‘the Turk, meaning, the enemy.
The new Armenian thinking
tries to perceive the phenom-
enon through self-realization,
tries to perceive the internal
causes of the phenomenon,
which are hidden behind the
genocided people’s thinking,
meaning, our own thinking.”
Strangely, Pashinyan shifts the
blame for the genocide from the
perpetrators to the victims.

There are two key docu-
ments that I would like to bring
to Pashinyan’s attention:

1) The law adopted by the Su-
preme Council of the Armenian
Soviet Socialist Republic on Nov.
22,1988: We “condemn the 1915
Genocide of the Armenians in
Ottoman Turkey as a grave crime
against humanity, and declare
April 24 as a day of remembrance
for the Armenian victims.”

2) Article 136 of the Crim-
inal Code of the Republic of
Armenia: “Public denial, justi-
fication, propaganda or belit-
tling the danger of Genocide or
Crimes against Humanity:

a) Public denial, justifi-

cation, propaganda or belit-
tling the danger of Genocide
or Crimes against Humanity,
where those have been commit-
ted on the basis of racial back-
ground, skin color, national or
ethnic origin or religious back-
ground, for the purpose of pro-
voking hatred, discrimination
or violence against a person
or a group of persons — shall
be punished by a fine in the
amount of twenty-fold to forty-
fold, or public works for a term
of one hundred fifty hours to
two hundred fifty hours, or by
restriction of liberty for a max-
imum term of three years, or by
short-term imprisonment for a
term of one to two months, or
by imprisonment for a max-
imum term of four years.

b) The act provided for in
part (a) of this Article, which
has been committed:

i) through publicly exhib-
ited artworks, mass media or
using information or communi-
cation technologies;

ii) by use of official or ser-
vice authority or influence
conditioned thereby — shall be
punished by imprisonment for a
term of two to five years.

Regrettably, Pashinyan’s
statements parallel the denialist
strategy of the Turkish govern-
ment. Turks raise similar ques-
tions to cast doubt on the ver-
acity of the Armenian Genocide.

Because Armenia’s judi-
cial system is currently under
Pashinyan’s control, no judge
will dare to find him guilty. But
when he is no longer in power,
an independent judge will pun-
ish him for violating the law on
genocide denial.

Ascenseur gh amg Elevator

Services Inc.

PO Box 30, St-Laurent, Qc. H4L 4V4
RBQ# 1812-6474-22

www.adamselevator.ca

TEL: 514-745-4455 - FAX: 514-745-6613

RENOVATION, REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE,
INSTALLATION OF ELEVATORS.

Eddie, Pedro, Joyce Oughourlian
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A HOME AND LIVELIHOOD INITIATIVE FOR FORCIBLY
DISPLACED ARMENIANS FROM ARTSAKH.
-Permanent rent free homes
-Furniture & Appliances

-Livestock & Tools
-Solar water heaters

9 families have already received homes
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WWW.LORIKHF.ORG @ @LorikFund =

Lorik Humanitarian Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
EIN: 92-1336453

ANI BAKERY LTD

Middle Eastern Pizza Lahmajoun
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[whdwéntuh nbuwyukn'thnep L plwywl
swihGpny: LwhJwéniup Yp wwunpwunblup
dtp swihbnny B jwéwhunpnuEpni wwhwlg-
phU hwdwawu’,Jhup hptugdt Ywd Jbqut:

Up Wwuinpwuwnblp G Yp Swhublp Lwbl
pwhhuny hwg, wwuhpny hwg 6L JELukh;:

Uhzun wywiwnpwuen Bup d6p wuwuwnwlglGpnll
gnhwgntd tnw|nt nLpwhu BL infunun wnrhplBnny:

Address: 25 Howden Road, Unit #2, Scarborough,
Ontario M1R 3C3 | Phone: (416) 285-7164

Pug Elip pupwapp g op, [hpulh uhlisk Yluopt kunp dunlp 2:00

(GpYynipwpph hwly)

H4J 1L5

Canada

Qur goal is 1o assist and provide financial aid to at-risk communities around the world and
help them to overcome the many hardships that they face in their native countries.

Motre objectif est d'aider et de fournir une aide financiére aux communautés 4 risgue du
monde entier et de les aider & surmonter les nombreuses difficultés auxquelles elles sont

Pour faire un don en ligne visiter www.camam.org

3401 Rue Olivar-Asselin
Montréal, Quebec

Current Fundraising Campaigns

To donate online visit www.camam.org

General Donations Aid to Artsakh

Campagnes de financement en cours

confrontées dans leur pays d'origine.

397 boul. des Prairles
Laval, Quebec

HTN 2Wé

Canada

45 Hallcrown Place
Willowdale, Ontaric
M2J 44
Canada
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Ghadlr

Meat & Restaurant
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e | Uuwgnp, sh podpt, (Ul hunm junpnduws,

B unimu b wy) nbuwlh wquinbpibp:

2UUSE
1848 Lawrence Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M1R 2Y4

Z6NUAUSL
(416) 750-7404 Lud (416) 750-7400
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Ghadir Meat & Restaurant
769 Southdale Road East
London, Ontario N6E 3B9

Tel: 519-668-1800
519-204-2525
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Meet the Hearing Aid Brothers:
Edmond and Andre Ayvazyan

Discover the Difference:

Enjoy crystal-clear speech in any environmeni
with our cutting-edge Augmented Focus technology.
Say goodbye to struggling with conversations.

HEAR

Ditch the hassle of tiny batteries. Our rechargeable
CHARGE

hearing aids ensure you're always ready to go without
the fuss of changing batteries.

Seamlessly link your hearing aids to your
CONNECT Android or iPhone smartphone. Enjoy hands-free

calls, music streaming, and more, directly through
your hearing aids.

Why Choose Hearing Aid Source?

« Risk-Free Trials: Try our hearing aids with no obligation.

+ Free Hearing Tests: Get a comprehensive hearing assessment at no cost.
Understand your hearing health and et personalized recommendations.

+ Expert Care: With years of experience, Edmond and Andre Ayvazyan
are dedicated to providing the highest quality hearing care.

« Custom Hearing Protection: Protect your hearing
with custom solutions tailored to your needs.

Visit Us Today:

Coxwell Avenue Location: Parkway Mall Location: -
702 Coxwell Avenue, Toronto, ON M4C 389 85 Ellesmere Road, #29 Toronto, ON MiR 4B9 hello@hearingaidsource.ca
Tel: 416-463-4327 (HEAR) Tel: 416-754-4327 (HEAR) www.hearingaidsource.ca

Contact Us:

Take the first step towards better hearing.
Schedule your free hearing test and no-obligation trial today.
Call 416-754-4327 to book an appointment.

hearing aid source

Rediscover the joy of hearing with Hearing Aid Source -

where advanced technology meets compassionate care.

<NrhaNnvy, 10-17 ®ESMPNhUN 2025




