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2001 Sauvé 0, 4601 boul.Des Sources, 8880 boul. Leduc, 2425 boul.Curé Labelle,

Montréal, QC H4N 3L6 Montréal, QC H8Y 3CH Brossard, QC J4Y 064 Laval, QC H7V 1R3
(514) 382-8606 (514) 685-5050 (450) 656-9595 (450) 978-2333
-‘225 Rué Peel, 2173 Ste-Catherine 0, 3100 boul. Thimens, . 2655 Ave. Des Aristocrates,
Montréal, 0C'H3C 266 Montréal, QC H3H 1M9 Montréal, QC H4R 0CS Laval, QC H7E OH3
(514) 305-6499 (614) 933-4747 * (450) 904-6789 (450) 665-8801

7250.boul.Des Roseraies, 1240 Ave Eglinton 0, 1055 St=Laurent boul, 920 boul.Maloney 0,
Anjou, QC H1M 275 Mississauga, ON L5V IN3 Ottawa, ON K1K 3B1 Gatineau, QC J8T 3R6

(514) 493- 6667 (905) 363-0707 (613) 778-8883 (819) 317-1737
Suivez-nous ! 20 Ashtonbee. Road, 2561 Stanfield Rd, 1700 Rue Bouvier
o (@ o Scarborough, ON M1L 4R5 Mississauga, ON L4Y-AR6 . Québec, QC G2K 1N8

(416) 642-1515 (365) 207-0200 (581) 890-9994

www.groupeadonis.ca
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FINE FOODS INC.

Supermarket | Restaurant
Bakery | Halal Butcher

3085 Hurontario St. | Unit 1-6 | 4
Mississauga | ON L5A 4E4

Phone: +1(289) 232 1200 .
WWW.ALNEJMAHFOODS.COM
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Uwjp, Nnghl, Swuhkt] 6L Uph @npnuGwl
Nwddh GL Uuh MEpdEqbwl
LYwpo 6L 3wjyo LwhwwbwnGwl
Unpwjp 6L Onyhy UEpEuyhr Gwu
Uwgqo, Upwgq, LGLnU 6L LGUhw GwnéGwl
Rd. GL nhy. Wuwnpk 6L Lwpwih M Gwl
Uhdnu 6L Uhpdw @ojwnGwl
~d. Ohwu 6L Ubnw fwwwptGwl
CGwup, Uhu, LEw 6L Lwpw SouwwGunbwu
Jdwlw GL Cwro Qupwjtwl
Qnphgnp SEp wwquwnpbwu
Upwdwan 6L Gnhwn bhupwjElGwl GL punwlhp
WUpwo GL U huw QupphElGwu
Ugquwjhu Up
Jnkd 6L YwphU Quuwdwlubwl
30U-h QGdwphth «UGnph» Jwulbwéhin
Unupptwih 3wj Ubnpnuh SwpbGgutpne Uhniphtu
QwLkEl GL Ywpubuhy UwpghuGwu
®dnpnphyutp UGLwuw, Quphuw, Uphwbw Uwpdwgbwl G
Upwd-Uhdnu Sniunnwqgbw
Uhdnlu 6L Uwpw| SwuppéGwl
Rd. Uwpghu GpEgbw
InLhu, Cwup 6L UGLwl SobwwbwnGwl




KAREN BARRY GARO ALEX ARLENE

K AZANDUJI AN

ACHAT|VENTE|FINANCE

RE/MAX 3000

IMMOBILIER
+

HYPOTHEQUE

514 333 3000

CLASSES PARMI LES MEILLEURS COURTIERS RE/MAX AU NIVEAU MONDIAL

RANKED AMONGST THE HIGHEST PREFORMING RE/MAX BROKERS WORLDWIDE

xKaren Kazandjian, DA, courtierimmobilier et hypothécaire agréé
*Barry Kazandjian, BA, courtier immobilier

xGaro Kazandjian, courtier immobilier

+Alex Kazandjian, courtier immobilier

+Arlene Der Ghougassian, courtier hypothécaire

RE/MAX 3000 INC. AGENCE IMMOBILIERE ET CABINET HYPOTHECAIRE



Fine Middle Eastern Pastries

BREAKFAST

AVAILABLE AT KENNEDY LOCATION ONLY
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SCARBOROUGH SCARBOROUGH"
1279 Kennedy Rd, 2086 Lawrence Ave E,
Scarborough, ON M1P 2L4 Scarborough, ON M1R 2Z5
(416) 615-7000 (647) 351-2015
MISSISSAUGA OAKVILLE
5083 Dixie Rd, 407 Iroquois Shore Rd
h_, Mississauga, ON L4W OE6 Oakville, ON L6H 1M3 .g
I-_Fi- (905) 602-2018 (905) 339-2021
o CROWNPASTRIES.COM sy ﬁ
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Alya Jewellery offers the
most beautiful jewelry in
14k, 18k, 21k and
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pearls! We also offer
repair and custom jewelry
services!
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hearing aid source

hearing instrument specialists

CHARGE CONNECT

TRY HEARING AIDS

RISK-FREE
Call 416 754-4327

702 Coxwell Avenue

#704, Toronto, ON MAC 3B%

Tel: 416 463-4327 (HEAR)

Parkway Mall, 85 Ellesmere Road,
#29 Toronto, ON, MR 4B9

: - Free Hearing Tests

Tel: 414 754-4327 (HEAR) - No obligation Hearing Aid Tru:::l
sidaba fa fenpwiia sl seednhs gen v Taladie . - Hearing Protection :

hello@hEGrlnguldsource.::f:l

www . hearingaidsource.ca
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ASSEMBLEE
NATIONALE
DU QUEBEC

EN CETTE PERIODE DE FESTIVITES, VEUILLEZ RECEVOIR
MES MEILLEURS VCEUX DE SANTE, DE BONHEUR ET DE SUCCES.

Cette année a été extrémement difficile pour la communauté arménienne avec le conflit au
Haut-Karabagh entrainant des conséquences désastreuses pour les populations civiles.
Je suis fiere d'avoir parrainé une motion unanime a '’Assemblée nationale condamnant
l'offensive militaire que l'Azerbaidjan a déclenchée contre le Hautharét;agh exprimant
notre solidarité avec la communauté arménienne du Québec.

Je vous souhaite de joyeuses fétes et une trés heureuse année 2024 !

Gunphwinp tnp Swph G Unipp Suntuan:
- CELINEHAYTAYAN

DEPUTEE DE LAVAL-DES-RAPIDES

©- 450 668-6077 Q 400 boul. St-Martin Ouest, bur. 309
BN Celine.Haytayan.LDR@assnat.qc.ca Laval H7M 3Y8
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+
<*> To age is to live. '
[
+
’ S
What if we hailed from a star...
Each atom of our bodies
Originating from a celestial burst
* ® We would thus be made of fragments of light *
. What if we had a star...
That radiated and pulsated in each of us
Like the North Star, the enduring compass of the world
Glistening in the exhilarating heights of the sky
: +
If we listened to this star...
* Whispering our truths, becoming our voice
‘ It would calm and elevate our lives *
Becoming our inner guiding light
This Christmas, may you be faithfully guided by your North Star.
Wishing you all a splendid and radiant holiday season!
+ o +
®
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(905) 502-9292 (416) 755-5084

ARZ Rewards Program Scan Here To Check Out

Scan Here To Learn Mare Our Catering Book
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AUTOMOBILES INTER-LUX INC.

Centre de collision approuvé
Approved Collision Centre

FRANCK ALTAN MIKE BACHERKJIAN
PRESIDENT DIRECTEUR DE CARROSSERIE

Mercedes-Benz

Centre de Collision Certifié Mercedes-Benz de Laval
2025 rue Monterey, Laval PQ H7L 3T&
Téléphone: 450-688-B856 | info@interlux.ca | collisionmblaval@interdus.ca | www.inter-lux.ca
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Sapphire & Diamond Jewellery Collection
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FARK ROYALSOUTH METROPOLES AT METROTOWN DOWNTOWN VICTORLA
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Phamacie Kﬂgﬁgﬂé et Marachian

it/ JeanCoutu
SETA MARACHIAN

i ,_u]hp}:'u Pharmacienne-Propriétaire

n Juouhiup @

few 5855 BOUL GOUIN QUEST, CARTIERVILLE (QUEBEC) H4.J 1E5
TEL : (514) 334-8641 FAX:(514) 334-6909

2wy unutnugbintikp npunfumpnuud hnquagm Akp poynp wphpbbpp
Yp wpunnpuounblip Akp popnp pEpughplbGpp, tnyuhuly moph ghqpupoubibpk
Swphglikpn hunfwp junnndy 10% qtin (puguntiug nknkpp)

Vaccination contre la grippe saisonniére

Service professionnel et personnalisé

- Infirmiére sur place (1 joumnée par semaine)

- Conseils sur le diabete: suivi de la glycemie (taux de sucre), exercice et diete avec remise
de documents éducatifs (exguide alimentaire canadien)

- Suivi de la tension artérielle avec linfirmiére

- Installation du moniteur ambulatoire de la pression artérielle sur 24h : MAPA
-Vaccination et injection par linfirmiére

- Santé voyage: prévention de la malaria et de la diarrhée du voyageur

Livraison et cueillette de prescription gratuites de Montreal et Laval
- OUVERT 7 JOURS SUR 7 DE 9H A 22H -
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Piitisseriec Samadi

All kinds of fine and artisanal sweet and salty pastries, baklavas,
maamouls, knefeh, petits-fours, cakes, ice cream, salted sticks,
croissant and small bites, only to name a few. Our first priority is to

produce fresh pastries every day. They are carefully hand-made with
premium natural products.

We Have Local and International Delivery!

LOCATION!
9 5995 Boul Gouin O, 9 595 Boulevard Cote Vertu O, 9 2100 Boul. Le
Montreal, QC, Saint-Laurent, QC, Corbusier,
H4J 2P8 H4L 1X8

Laval, QC, H7S 2C9
(L 1(514) 315-9572 (. +1(514) 507-9573 (. +1(450) 368-8855

www.patisseriesamadi.com www.samadisweets.ca
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Un environnement chaleureux, accueillant et inclusif.

Un service hors pair, attentionné et bienveillant.

Célébration de la vie | Inhumation | Crémation | Rapatriement International

5180 rue de Salaberry, www.komitas.ca

Montréal, Québec, H4J 1J3 24/7 (514)-331-0400
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TOYOTA

Tania Bewadekian

General Manager
Toyota St-Laurent

tbewadekian@gabriel.ca

WELCOME TO
TOYOTA GABRIEL

Kevork Jamgosian

Sales Manager
Toyota Centre-Ville

kjamgosian@gabriel.ca

GABRIEL
ST' LAURENT TOYOTA

N7,

3333, chemin Cote-de-Liesse
Saint-Laurent, QC H4N 3C2

514 748-7777

toyotagabrielstlaurent.com

1945, rue Sainte-Catherine O

GABRIEL @ Montréal, QC H3G 252
CENTRE-VILLE TOYOTA 514 937-7777

toyotagabrielcentreville.com
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514 426-7777

www.audiwestisland.com vahan.vartanian@audiwestisland.ca

"2023 Audi Canada, Inc. Model shown for illustrative purposes only. Contact your Audi West Island dealer for more details.
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The Geopolitics of Genocide

By Michael B. Oren

Michael B. Oren served as Israel’s ambassador to the United States from
2009 to 2013. Born in the United States and educated at Princeton and Colum-
bia, Dr. Oren has been a visiting professor at Harvard, Yale, and Georgetown,
and was a Distinguished Fellow at the Shalem Center in Jerusalem. He earned
a PhD in Near Eastern Studies from Princeton. He is the author of the New York
Times best-selling Ally: My Journey Across the American-Israeli Divide, Power;
Faith and Fantasy, and Six Days of War: June 1967 and the Making of the Mod-

ern Middle East.

The phone «call from a
representative of a mainstream and
generally non-political American

Jewish organization was sure to be
enhusiastic. The year was 2006,
shortly after the publication of Power,
Faith, and Fantasy, my account of
America’s two-hundred year
involvement in the Middle East. The
book’s revelations included the
colonial  origins of  American
Protestant support for late nineteenth
and early twentieth-century Zionism.
For this reason, the work was
welcomed by many of Israel’s
American Jewish supporters, among
them an anonymous donor who
purchased several hundred copies to
be distributed to all members of
Congress. The gift would be
presented by this respected
American Jewish organization, its
logo stamped on the inside cover.
The grant, worth thousands of dollars
and redounding to the organization’s
prestige, should have been
exuberantly received. Or so I thought.

Rather than congratulating me,
though, the representative began
questioning me about the chapter on
American-Middle  East relations
during World War I. “Are you sure
about all your sources?” he asked,
insinuating that the hundred-plus
pages of footnotes might be
insufficient. “You see,” he continued,
“we've read the part about what you
call a genocide. And we have to tell
you, on this Armenia thing, we're
kind of with the Turks.”

The organization declined to
accept the grant.

As enlightening as its
revelations of the deep roots of
American Christian Zionism, the

book’s unveiling of that “Armenia
thing” was shocking. As a historian
focused on the modern Middle East—
the Arab world, Israel, and Iran—the
massacres of Armenians in the
Caucuses and Anatolia were, for me,
both academically and geographically
peripheral. Of course, I knew that the
First World War had seen the deaths
of a great many Armenians and that
an acrid debate still surrounded the
definition of that slaughter. Bernard
Lewis, my former professor,
acknowledged that as many as one
and a half million Armenians died in
1915, but denied that the Turkish
government deliberately ordered
their murder. “On the contrary,” he
argued, “there is considerable
evidence of attempts to prevent it
which were not very successful.”
Lewis’s view was refuted by Taner
Akgam, a Turkish Muslim, whose
books (one of which, A Shameful Act,
I reviewed in these pages),
documented the senior level decision-
making that led to the massacres.
“Revenge, revenge, revenge; there is
no other word for it,” Akcam quotes
Enver Pasa, one of three Turkish
ultra-nationalists who ruled Turkey at
the time, writing about the
Armenians. Another member of that
triumvirate, Talat Pasha, specifically
ordered “a final end, in a
comprehensive and absolute way,” to
the Armenian problem.

Still, except for the empathy I
felt for the Armenian Americans with
whom I grew up in Northern New
Jersey, I harbored no strong feelings
about whether my neighbors’
grandparents were or were not the
victims of genocide. Nor did the
scholarly debate especially interest

me. Then, I started researching the
World War I chapter of my book.
Then I entered the archives.

From countless files, the
testimonies cried out. Reports from
U.S. consul generals in the area,
letters from American and British
missionaries, and the memoirs of
Henry Morgenthau, Washington’s
ambassador to Istanbul, and
members of his staff—all described in
nightmarish detail the systematic
execution of hundreds of thousands
of Armenian civilians. They were
dismembered, crucified, incinerated
in their own churches, herded into
the Black Sea and drowned, and
marched to death in the Syria desert.
“Beating and starvation, branding
with hot irons, stabbing in the face,
burning of hair and beards,” were,
according to evangelist Henry Riggs,
only some of the tortures inflicted on
the Armenians. Witnessing these

horrors drove some of the
correspondents to near-madness. A
deeply depressed Morgenthau

resigned. No historian—no human
being—could read these agonizing
accounts and not be persuaded that
Turkey’s leaders in 1915 had
embarked on an expressed policy of
what Morgenthau termed ‘“race
extermination.”

My book, consequently, treated
the Armenian genocide as a given
and dwelt instead on the individual
American reactions—and the lack of
their government’s response—to the
atrocities.  Naively, perhaps, I
assumed that the question of
whether or not the Turks sought to
ethnically cleanse their empire of
Armenians had long been resolved.
That is, until I received the phone call
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from the representative of that
otherwise uncontroversial American
Jewish organization. The academic
debate over genocide, I realized, had
been supplanted by its geopolitics.

At stake was the West's
relationship with Turkey. Successive
Turkish leaders, civilian and military,
long regarded the genocide charge as
close to an existential threat, the
vitiation of everything Turkish. The
Ankara government has funded
research and even established a
museum exhibition to refute the
historical record. Yet, what began as
a national obsession quickly escalated
into a diplomatic and military dispute
in 1990, when Armenia declared
independence from the Soviet Union.
Turkey recognized the republic but,
due to border disagreements, never
exchanged ambassadors with it. Two
years later, another post-Soviet state,
Azerbaijan, bitterly warred with
Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh, a
1,700 square mile enclave located
inside Azerbaijan but overwhelmingly
populated by Armenians. Allying with
the Azeris, the Turks closed their
border with Armenia. Peace talks,
brokered by the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe,
began in 1994 but failed to achieve a
resolution. Blockaded to the west and
the east, the republic naturally turned
north and south—to Russia and Iran.
From a question of historical
memory, the Armenia genocide was
suddenly caught up in a geopolitical
maelstrom.

The transformation could be
gauged by the changes in U.S. policy
toward the genocide. As early as
1975, the House of Representatives
recognized the 1915 massacres as a
genocide, as did President Reagan in
1981. Since then, though, presidents
of both parties have refrained from
using the G-word. When, in 2007, the
House Committee on Foreign
Relations condemned the Ottoman
Empire for committing genocide, the
Bush White House warned that
Turkey might retaliate by cutting off
vital air and ground supply routes to
U.S. forces in Irag. Armenia’s ties
with America’s Russian and Iranian
nemeses did little to fortify its case in
Congress.

A more calibrated barometer of

the geopolitics of genocide could be
found in Israel. Determined to
preserve the Hebrew word, Shoah,
for the exclusive description of the
Holocaust, some Israelis seemed to
fear that acknowledging the
Armenians’ genocide might detract
from that of the Jews. Beyond that
unquantifiable concern, though, was
Israel’s concrete interests in
maintaining relations with Turkey and
Azerbaijan. Surrounded by hostile
Arab populations, Israelis cherished
their  friendship  with  Turkey,
especially after 1979 and the loss of
their only other Middle Eastern ally,
Iran. The rise, starting in 2003, of
Turkish ~ prime  minister  (now
president) Recep Tayyid Erdogan
reinforced Israel’s reticence on the
Armenian  issue. Rejected for
membership in the European Union,
theologically and tactically close to
the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas,
Turkey under Erdogan turned back to
its Middle Eastern roots.

Israeli leaders were already
anxious over this drift and were
reluctant to accelerate it by revisiting
the events of 1915. Israeli President
Shimon Peres memorably remarked,
“It is a tragedy what the Armenians
went through but not a genocide.” At

the same time, Israelis began
cultivating a robust military and
economic relationship with

Azerbaijan, a Shi‘ite state. Those
factors, combined with a desire to
stay in lock-step with American policy,
militated against Israeli recognition of
the genocide.

Paradoxically, as the geopolitical
tensions surrounding the Armenian
genocide intensified, the academic
debate vanished. While some authors
differed over whether, like the h in
Holocaust, the g in genocide should
be capitalized, all concurred on the
word. Similarly, scholars understand
the need to view the genocide in the
contexts of Ottoman and Turkish
history, contemporary international
and military events, and the
dynamics of Armenian identity. Today,
virtually no attention is devoted to
determining whether or not the
murder of 1.5 million people fulfilled
the legal definition of “genocide” or
the ways in which the world should
memorialize their annihilation. If, a

decade ago, historians such as
Samantha Power, Jay Winter, and
Peter Balakian still felt a need to
prove the genocidal nature of the
1915 massacres, now, on the
hundredth anniversary of those
horrors, writers are more seized by
the questions of why they took place
and what reactions they precipitated.

Those are the focal points of
Thomas De Waal’s Great
Catastrophe: Armenians and Turks in
the Shadows of the Genocide. A
Carnegie Endowment expert on the
Caucasus, De Wall takes readers on
an historical, geographical, and
personal  journey across the
genocide’s landscape. In addition to
providing a concise survey of the
centuries of complex Turkish-
Armenian relations, he visits the
monuments to the victims and
interviews their descendants. History
and memory blend effortlessly in his
narrative, which emphasizes the
progress made toward reconciliation.
The Workshop for Armenian/Turkish
Scholarship (WATS), founded at the
University of Chicago in 2000, for the
first time brought scholars from both
ethnic backgrounds together to
examine the genocide. That healing
process was accelerated, De Wall
observes, by Hrant Dink, an
outspoken  Turkish editor and
defender of the genocide charge,
who was prosecuted and ultimately
assassinated for his beliefs in 2007.
Dink’s murder, perhaps more than
any single occurrence, jarred Turks
into confronting their haunted past.

A very different treatment of
what Armenians call “the Great
Catastrophe” is furnished by Ronald
Grigor Suny, a distinguished scholar
of Soviet and Caucasus history at the
Universities of Michigan and Chicago,
the grandson of a well-known
Armenian composer. In contrast to its
melodramatic title, “They Can Live in
the Desert but Nowhere Else"—a
diktat from Talat Pasha—the book’s
subtitle, “A History of the Armenian
Genocide,” is an understatement. In
fact, Suny has written what is to date
the most definitive and probing
history. Without in any way justifying
the genocide, Suny shows how vast
historical forces—the clash between
state and empire, Islam and
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nationalism, East and West—helped
forge it. The synthesis of modern
European and Middle Eastern studies,
political science, international
relations, and even psychology
galvanizes Suny’s writing. In one
paragraph, he asserts:

War and social disintegration,
the invasion of the Russians and the
British, and the defection of some
Armenians to the Russian side [in
World War I] moved the leaders of
the Ottoman state to embark on the
most vicious form of secularization
and social engineering, the massive
deportation and massacre of
hundreds of thousands of their
Armenian and Assyrian subjects.

But then counters:

The choice of genocide was not
inevitable. Predicated on the long-
standing...attitudes that demonized
the Armenians...the Young Turks’
sense of their own vulnerability—
combined with a resentment at what
they took to be the Armenians”
privileged status, Armenian
dominance over Muslims..., and the
preference of many Armenians for
Christian Russia—fed a fantasy that
the Armenians presented an
existential threat to Turks...Threat is
a perception [that] must be
understood not only as an immediate
menace but as perception of future
peril.

Solid general histories such as
Suny’s lay the foundation for more
popular and focused works.[dn
Operation Nemesis: The
Assassination Plot that Avenged the
Armenian Genocide,[Bric Bogosian
tells the story of Soghomon Tehlirian
and other agents of the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation who
assassinated former Turkish officials.
While fighting with the Russian army
during the war, Tehlirian lost eighty-
five family [mhembers to the genocide.
The trauma brought him to a Berlin
street in 1921 where he shot and
killed Talat Pasha, then waited to be
arrested. The purpose was to put
Tehlirian on trial and provide him
with an international stage for telling
the Armenians’ story. It worked. After
two days of obliging questioning, the
young avenger was acquitted and the
world informed. Further

assassinations—of Djemal Pasha,
Behaeddin Shakir, and Said Halim
Pasha—reinforced the message that,
through legal or illegal means, justice
would be wrought.[d

The grandson of survivors,
Begosian draws on his talents as
actor, playwright, and director to
simultaneously grip and move his
readers. The genocide, in his telling,
condenses from an abstraction to an
intimately painful narrative familiar to
readers of Holocaust memoirs.
Indeed, Tehlirian’s saga recalls that
of the Jewish poet and resistance
fighter Abba Kovner, who joined
other survivors in a failed attempt to
kill millions of Germans after World
War II. Tehlirian remains a national
Armenian hero. This review was
written nearby Kovner Street.

Yet, the personalization and
even popularization of the genocide
has not impacted its geopolitics. As

Laure Marchand and Guillaume
Perrier point  out in their
comprehensive survey, Turkey and

the Armenian Ghost—On the Trail of
Genocide, the fear of alienating
Turkey has blunted France’s attempt
to spearhead international
recognition of the genocide. Though
long enshrined in French law, it has
not attained the status of the
Holocaust, the denial of which is
criminal.  Similar  caution has
characterized the policies of Germany,
Russia, and Austria, accused by
Erdogan of presenting “claims
constructed on Armenian lies.” Most

dispiritingly, President Obama who,

as a senator, criticized the Bush
administration  for  failing to
acknowledge the genocide, has, as
president, shown precisely the same
reluctance.l]

Perhaps that refusal will also
change. The marking of the
hundredth anniversary of the
Armenian genocide has spurred a list
of new works which, when added to
those already published, comprise a
formidable corpus. This literature will
undoubtedly grow—another far-
reaching study, by historians Benny
Morris and Dror Zeevi, is due out
from Norton soon—and further
influence the geopolitical debate. The
Armenian genocide may be examined
not only as a harbinger of the
Holocaust but also, through the mass
rape of Armenia women and forced
conversion to Islam of thousands of
Christian children, of the catastrophes
sweeping much of the Middle East
today.d

In May, Knesset Speaker Yuli
Edelstein called on Israel to
reexamine its position on the
Armenian genocide. “We Jews who
are still suffering from the impact of
the Holocaust cannot minimize the
tragedy,”[He said. American Jewish
organizations have also changed their
position and now join with Armenians
in memorializing the genocide of
1915. Their representatives no longer
assert, “on this Armenia thing, we're
kind of with the Turks.”
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Génocide des Arméniens d'Artsakh
DERNIER ACTE ?

Ils sont partis. Face a la barbarie, face a la mort, ils sont partis ! Exil forcé de leur terre ancestrale, I'Artsakh.
“Hommes, femmes, enfants qui ne voulaient que vivre, avec des gestes lourds comme des hommes ivres...” aurait dit
Aznavour. Tous les témoignages que nous avons recueillis concordent. Il s’agit bien la de crimes de guerre contre des
populations civiles, d'une épuration ethnique, d’'un génocide qui ne dit pas son nom. Quels réles ont joué I'Europe, les
USA, la Russie, Israél, I'Eglise, dans ce dernier acte de résistance conduit au nom de la Justice et du droit des peuples a
disposer d’eux-mémes, et engagée il y a plus de 30 ans ? Notre dossier évenement.

Artsakh
L'expatriation par la force

Photo-reportage de David Ghahramanyan

Apres avoir été désarmés et démobilisés, les soldats de I'’Armée de Défense de I'Artsakh ont regu I'ordre de brller les
uniformes et les papiers militaires...
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... jusqu’aux pénuries de nourriture et de médicaments...

Artsakh
L'expatriation par la force
Photo-reportage de David Ghahramanyan

"Le 19 septembre 2023, lorsque [Azerbaidjan a lancé son
attaque, jai pris mon appareil photo et je suis sorti dans la
rue. Une sirene dalerte aérienne retentissait. Les gens
Etaient paniqués. Ils ne savaient ni ou aller ni comment se
cacher. Dés les premiéres explosions, le téléphone, Internet
et I'électricité avaient été coupés. Il est difficile de résumer
en quelgues mots mes sentiments. Disons, une grande
tristesse et une immense colére, surtout au moment ou jai
appris que je serais obligé de m'exiler de ma terre natale et
quand il ma fallu franchir le pont d’Hakkari...

Lorsque mon épouse et moi-méme avons quitté la
maison, sans espoir de la revoir avant longtemps, nous nous
sommes embrassés puis nous avons pleuré un bon moment, I/
nous semblait que la batisse elle-méme refusait quon la livre a
l'ennemi. C'était comme si elle nous disait «Ne partez pas. Ne
m‘abandonnez pas». Cest une chose de saisir avec [ceil
distancié du photojournaliste le malheur des autres, mais cela
en est une autre de devoir fixer sur la pellicule sa propre
tragédie. Il devient difficile dappuyer sur le bouton de
lappareil quand on ressent la méme chose que les
personnages apparaissant dans l'objectif lorsquon est /'un
deux. C’était déja vrai lors de la Guerre des 44 jours et cela
l'est encore plus aujourd’hui. Mais quelque part, tout au fond
de moi, je sais aussi que I'histoire est loin d‘étre terminée.

... la seule chance pour eux de franchir le poste
azerbaidjanais du Corridor de Latchine dans une relative
sécurité
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Pendant les bombardements, des familles sont allées se réfugier dans la crypte de la cathédrale de Stepanakert.

Grand-mére Rosa dormait en haut, prés de I'entrée. Elle ne supportait pas le manque d’air.

= J:' - : i . - - - - --.' 1'.-; = . 1 : - - . f —
Alerte aérienne. Tandis que les sirénes hurlent, une femme hésite a franchir les quelques métres qui la séparent du
refuge placé dans le sous-sol d’un batiment voisin.
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Le 24 septembre, au “Cimetiere des Héros” de
Stepanakert, on procéde a I'inhumation des soldats tués
lors des derniers affrontements. Lorsque le signal de
I'exode sera lancé, un peu plus tard dans la journée, des
familles déterreront le corps de leurs défunts pour
'emporter avec eux en Arménie.

France Arménie
Novembre, 2023
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