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Y wwphup wyju unipp wdunwwu dkg: Ognuwnnu wdhu, dbp Shpwdop unthpniwd
fuuwpnip wdhu, nipwfunyetiwt, hwwpunyetiwu bt jnjuh wdhu, npnghbunbie dtiq udw
wpwpwd dp, Yp Guusnth pyhsh Uwyp Ynsnibpnt' Uunnuwdwdwyp pwine: Gpyuwnp
wofuwphh thwnp nt Gpypwinp wotuwphh  wwpdwup, Uwphwd  Uunnuwdwdhu,
gbpwagnju jwpqwuph wpdwuwgnn wupwnnuwunbh wud, npniu dk Uunnuwd inbuwt
htigniptiwu, hwiwwnph nt dwppwytugwn wwpnidubipnt funpw dp, GL wjn funpwupu
dko Suwr Uhwdhu Npnhu' Shuntu Lphunnu: Uwphwd nupdwt bwbi Gpypnpn Gut, np
Jnjup ninwwit Utgh, hp Uhwdhupt hbwun dhwgwd dbnph wafuwnhbu nnipu GyGine:

Wn, upptith puptingnn, Uwphwd dtigh udwu dwpn Ep, uwlwju daqdk tnwpptip:

busiy wwpptip Ep. Uunnuwdbwuwsnnnipbwdp:

Unuwy pwy dbgh hwdwp nhipht Gpbinge dp Yp enth qUunnuwd punniupp,
uwlwju qUunnuwd dwusuwip Gppbip nhipphu sk, npnyhbunby dbqdt Y’ Gupwnpt ny eh
wwng hwiwwnp dp, wybr junwpbiwg <wiwwnp:

Wuop owwbp Yp Ywpnwu Wibwwpwup, Yp ubt Uunndng wwingudp,
ghg ghunbtu uwndnuubipp. ophtwyh hwdwp, gqtintghy £ ghintuw| «Skpp hd hndhiu b»
uwndnup, pwjg 2wwn wtkih gbintghy whwh pyw) Gpp dwustwup wyn uwndnuptu dko
Jhgniwsd, puiph hnypup:

Udku op Y wpunwuwubup Skpntuwlwt wnoppp, putiiny. «&nhght fudp £nx»,
uwluwju nppwuriy Y wpdbinpbup quju: bpp ubinnuebwu Jdky Yp gununthup, ndniwp
wuwjdwuubpnt Yp hwunhwhtup wpnbop Yp jubiup, pk hus £ Uuwnndng Yudpp:

Uwphwd dtigh wku dwpn pywiny, bp funtwph nchtiq hnghny Ypgwt wpdtitnpbip
Uuwnnidny Ywdpp, dbY twhuwnwuniebwdp, «Uuypmdny wnwfuptit &J Gu, @pnn pni
puwdn pyuy» (Untuu 1.38): Guw npdbiny Uuwnnidng Yudpp, wpdwuwgwt dtinph
wubépht, huy Uwpphwd pp Uunnuwdbwuwsnnniebwdp nt Juunwpbw] hwiwwnpny
wpdwuwgwt Uuwnnidn) ophunipbwu: LGnbiwpwn, dtgh Yp duwy punpniehiup, Shpng
Ywdpp Ywwwpbind Wunndng dwnwl nunuw), pE Jwpnng Ywdpp Yuwnwpbing
wotuwnhh gbipht nwnuw|:
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Gutintigtn) RGUWU punwpdwly nwow dpu k, Ypungpyk quuwquu
wbuniehuutp G donbignidubin: Uuwnnuwdwpwunipbiwt dky juwwny wnbin Yp
gputk, npwtu' BYbnbgwpwunyehu: Uju jonnuwdp Yp dhnh wunpunwnuw)
GLtintigin) wwpqwgnju pdpnunidht, wunp dwqdwu, wunp Uunniwdwuswlwu
hhdpbpniu, ophuwlubpniu L wuhpwdbonniebiwu: <hduwlwuonptu, whwnp
wwwnwufuwubup htinbibw hwpgnuwht.- hught whwp | jwwlub GYtintgh:

Ulubnt hwdwp® fiug £ GYknkght:

Unwght pwup np dbp dhupp Ynu quy’ Gunngu £, oLupp: Puyg
Uunnuwdwouswwt hwulwgnnnightup nwppbp pwu . puwgpwiht' jniuwpku
ltignthu dk  gnpdwdnuwé “Exkkdnoia” (Eptupw, npniu wwnwnwpdndu |
hwjbpku «GYtntgh»u, Yp bpwuwyl' <hwdwfudpnudy, Ywd' <nnipu Yuugsnuwdubns
- Bghwwinuh unpynipbubu nnipu ptipntine opphuwyny’ dinph wofuwphtu
Lphunnuny nnipu pbpnuwd ppwint hdwuwnp Yp thnfuwugk): Nwwnh, Gytntigin)
Uunnuwdwouswlwl hwulwgnnniehiup wnusniwd sk obuph dp, wybl unjuhupu
hwiwwnwgbwutipniu:

Unp  Ywnwlwpwuhu dky, btlbntight udwugniwd £ hwpuph dp.
wuhYw Lphunnup hwput £ (Swywnuniyehu 9.7), huly Rpphunnup b Gybnkgin
Jwpwpbpnuehtup, bdwugnwwd £ wip G Yung jupwpbpniebiwu (Ghbuwghu 5.25-
32, P. Unpupwghu 11.2): Gybnbght, uwbt, Ynsnuwsd £ Lphuinnup dwpdhup.
wjuwbu huswybu wyp Gt Yhtu wdnwuwuwiny Yp nwnuwu dkY dwpdhu (Ghbuwghu
1.22-23):

Nprit qunuihwpt Ep GYtnkght: Epp G Ap uyhqp wnwe wuhYuw:

bYtintiginy Swagnidp Yp hwuuh dhustie MEunkynunth' <ngbquiunbwu
woup, Lphunnup Bwpniyebutu 50 opbtp Gwp: Bpnwwnbdh dbpuwwniup,
nip wpwlbpwnubpp  hwdwfudpnuwd thu whunbn uywubing Unipp <ngtny
fununwgnuwd  Gpyuwght wwpgbitht, nwpdwe  funphpnwuhy'  wnwohu
Lphunnubw) GYbinkgin;: Wu dwupt Yp Yupnwup' 9npdp Unwpbing ghpphu,
GpUpnpn. qinufup dkg: huly unju ghppht snppnpn. gnifuht dkg 4p Yuipnuwup,
wnwohu  Lphunnubiwy  hwdwjuph ophuwytih Ytugwnhu dwuhtu (Snpdp
Unwptiing 4.32-34):

«Gltintigh» pwnht wnwoht wuqwd Yp hwunhwhup Uwwnpknuph
Uititnwpwuhu dkg (16.15-18), nipyt Yp hwuluwup, np GYtinkghu hhduniws t wju
nwiwuwupht Ypwy, pE' 8huntu Lphunnut b, Yhunwuh Uuwnndng npnhu:

Unipp Sphgnp Lnwwinphs  hbnbitbw)  uwhdwunwdp  Ynt  nwy.-
«Blybinkght hwwwwph jodwpniebwdp G uhpny hwiwuwpniebwdp' Lphunnuny
hwdwfudpnufu b»:

U. Uwhwly MNwppbitht uwhdwuniny.- «GYEnGEght 2dwphwn hwiwwnpu
£, np Uubiq Yp hwdwfudpt G Yp Yunnigk Uuwnnidng Npnhhtu ghnniebiwdps:

Shtgbpwlwu BYybntght, uwlwju, wibih pungpyniu £ G jwjuhdwuwn:
Uuhyw Yp pwnywuw) junpwlwu bYybnbtghtu, wjuhupt' unippbpp, npnup
Jjunpebin wju dinwnp woluwphht, dwnwuqwd Gu tpyhupp, Gu ghuninpbwg
Lybinbghtu, wjupupt' swpht G wofuwphwht thnpéniebwug nkd wnwlwihu
wwjpwnnn hwiwwnwgbiw(utipu:

Gltntkgin) Unwpbinyshiup

Unipp <nginj gunphwé wwpgbiubpniu nunbunwing (U. 4npupwghu
12.12-27) L dSwnwjwlwu hhug Jwpgbipnt gnpdniutniebwdp (GihGuwghu 4.11 -
wnwpbw|, Jwpgupk, wibnwpwuhs, hndhe Gr nwunighs), GYGnkghtu Ywusniws £

w) wunnLwdwouswywu wnnno ntunigntd owdpkint,
hwiwwnwgbwutpniu hwdwp dnbphd G obpd dhowdwyp uwnbindtint, unipp bi
wudwh Mwwnwpwg dwwnnigbnt it wnopbint hwdwjupht G wdpnng watuwnphhu
hwdwp (Snpdp Unwpbing 2:42):

p) wwpwdtnt Shuntu Lphunnup Wibinwpwup (Uwwnpktnu 28.18-20,
Qnpdp 1.8):

g) hwwwwnpu nu ubpp gnpény pwpgdwubnt. wjupupt' hwutbine
Yuwphpwtnpubipnt, npptipnt Gie wyphubipne uhtpwlwt wkwnptipniu (Swynpnu 1.27):

Uhny pwupt, bytinbghtu Yngniwd k£ pubine wyu' hus np dbp Stpp'
8hunw whwh pukp, beb $hahpwwbu wiu wpluwnphh Ypwy pyup wjuop: Nwwnh,
Gutntight wwpwwywuniehtup nwh Juqdwinpbine Lphunnubwutp, npnup
Lpuhnnuwudwu Gu:

Wkqpuihwybiup wuwpq G wuyting hwpgnudnyg dp.- hughe ykwnp k jutwiuby
Glytnkgh:

Npwku hngbitnp hnypt, jwbwfu Yp jubd qung hwiwwnwgbiwubint GYyws
hbwnbilbw] G udwt wwwbwn-wwwpniwlubp.- «lwyp Unipp, Gnwép dky op
nlupd, gwpenwwt dky, Gpp Yptuwd Gpywp puwtw] G hwugqunwuwp: G jud,
wunup npnup Glbintiginy hnyhibu G fud hwiwnwgbwih dp ubnugws 4'pyw,
Y’ pubit.- «Gu nintuu ' wnopbd: hugit wuwwjdwu Gytnbgh qup»:
Uuwnntwdwontusp, uwlwju, Yp phwnpt dbp Gytinbgwywu hwdwjupht Yuwniwsd
duw): Ynpuniwd Nsfuwphtu wnwyp (Uwwnptnu 18.10-14) Ynt qwy wgnwpwnbint,
pL bpp nsfuwpp htinwuwy howtu, Yp dninph G UES hwiwtwlwunyebwdp'
onponn gwytpniu npu Yp nwnuwy: Uy ophtwyubp, G, Yunbih £ gnpdwdt), unju
dhwinpp wwpqupwubint hwdwp: Unubup dwnh 6hinhtu ophuwlp: Bhinp whwp £
Swnhu Ypw) wdpwgwsd duwy, wjwwbu' Gpp Yupnth, Gphwp sh nhdwuwnp: Ywd
2hlugws wantfup, tpp Ypwltu nnipu plipnth” Yo dwph:

Upn, hughit wkwnp | jwGwfuby bytinkgh:

w) Npnyghbwnbit Swutwpwubw; Mwwinthpwup win Yp wwhwugk.
Gopubtinnpn. opp unipp wwhb), Uuwnndng juwnywgut (Gp 20.8-10): Uju
wwunthpwup hwiwuwpwgon & duwgbw) hul wwwnthpwuubpniu, huswbu' «dh’
gnnuwp»p ud' «dh’ guwp»p:

p) NpnyhbwnbL Lnp Yunwlwpwuh hEnhuwyubpt wi unjup Yp phlwnntu:
Gppwjbiging twdwyhu dke Yp Ywpnwup.- «Puwe snwnphtup wwownwdniuph
hwiwpnjputipniu dwutwygtk:
huswbu ndwup unynpnihtt ppbip Gu. pun hwwnwyp, win ninnpbwdp wikh
tiw jnpnnpbp hpwn,
pwuh Yp wnbutbkup L Shpng Opp Yp Jonbuwy» (Gppwjtighu 10.25):

Uugnipin,  unuy  Ghtintgh jwéwlubiny G wpwpnnniebwug
dwutwygbiny, hupuwpbipwpwp Lphunnubiwg sbup nwnuwn, thown huswbu np'
hhiwunwunght dke tuwntiiny pdhay skup nwnuwp: <wpy £ dtip hwwwwnpp gnpdh
ybipwdti|, Utp wnopbwjhu dke: Pwjg bit wjuwku, dtp hwiwwnph pnjptipniu G
Gnpwjpubipnitt htiinn hwdwfudpnwdp  wuhpwdbon £ Lphunnubw
hwiwwnwgbwutipnt htwn othnwdnyg £, np Jdtp uwpwghpp Yp wwonth ne Yo
Yepunth, hnt £ np Yp unpdptp uppby G thnfuwnwpéwpwp Yoo Ywgtibup
£phuwnnuh ukpp:

Lhwnbiwpwp, dbup bYtinkgh skup bppwn. Gyknbkght Ub'up Lup:

Gpt gpwpwpbwt pwnwjuwnny Jp wwpwnbup, whwnph pubup'
«blbintkgh» Yp vpwuwlt' «GYtnhgh», wyuhupt' «GYnip-pnn pwp». wnwug pnt
quintny’ dwutwygnuebiwun' GYtintgh ¢ pywn:

<wyp Fanupn

3.9. Utigh ninuplbigtp Uupniény Gi 6bp hwwwgpph dwbwwwphnpnniebw
dwuhtr a6p nubgué huwipgnidubipp:
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Apologetics 8

WHY GO TO CHURCH?

The Church is a topic that covers a wide range of discussions and concepts; it has a specific place in
theological studies called “ecclesiology.”

This article tackles the basic understanding of the Church, its origin, its biblical roots and references
and its importance; basically, it answers the question: Why go to Church?

What is the Church, to begin with?

The first thing that comes to mind is a structure, a building. But this is not the biblical concept of the
Church. In the Greek language, the word for “church” is “ExkAncia” (Ekklesia = which is defined as “an
assembly” or “called-out ones” [Just as the Hebrews were called out of Egypt, so is the Church called out
of the sinful world to belong to and follow after their Saviour, Christ Jesus]. Hence, Church is not about
the building but rather about the people.

In the New Testament, the Church is likened to a bride; she’s the bride of Christ (Revelation 19:7), and
the relationship between Christ and the Church resembles that of the relationship of a husband and wife
(Ephesians 5:25-32, 2 Corinthians 11:2). The Church is also called “the body of Christ,” just as husband
and wife become one body (Ephesians 1:22-23).

Whose idea was the Church? When and where did it start?

The origin of the Christian Church dates back to the day of Pentecost, 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection.
The upper room in Jerusalem, where the disciples were gathered, earnestly desiring to receive the gif
of the Holy Spirit, which would pour over them from heaven, became the symbol of the first Christian
Church. We read this story in the book of Acts, chapter 2. In chapter 4 of the Acts, we read about the
exemplary communal life the first followers of Christ enjoyed in those days (4:32-34).

The first mention of the word ‘Church” is found in Matthew (16:15-18), from where we learn that the
Church is built upon the confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

St. Gregory the llluminator defines the Church as: “A community of believers, bound in their faith in
and their love of Christ.”

St. Sahag Barthev defines the Church as: “The Church is where believers are gathered in the true faith,
and together, they are grown and built up in the knowledge of the Son of God.”

Yet, the Universal Church has a broader meaning and a more comprehensive inclusion. It comprises the
triumphant Church [i.e., the saints, those who have overcome this sinful world and have inherited the
heaven] and the Militant Church [those of us who are still fighting the good fight against the evil one and
the temptations of this worldly life].

The Mission of the Church

Through the utilization of the gifts of the Holy Spirit bestowed upon the believers (1 Corinthians 12:12-27)
and through the fivefold ministry (Ephesians 4:11- apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers),
the Church is called to:

1) teach biblical sound doctrine, create an atmosphere of fellowship within the believers, 3) Observe the
Lord’s Supper “Eucharist, and pray for the community and the world (Acts 2:42).

2) spread the gospel of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8).

3) put faith and love in action, i.e., looking after the needy, the orphans and widows, by providing for
their material needs (James 1:27).

In a word, the Church is called to do the things our Lord Jesus Christ would do if He were physically
present in this world today. Hence, the Church is tasked to build up Christians who are Christ-like.

We conclude with a simple and real question: why go to Church?

As a pastor, | often hear the following and similar reasons/excuses from lukewarm believers: “Father, all
| have is one day in the week to oversleep and rest.” Or, those who might be angry at the pastor, or a
church member, often say: “l can pray at home, don’t need to attend church.” And yet, the Bible exhorts
us to stay connected to the Church community.

The parable of the lost sheep (Matthew 18.10-14) warns us that when a sheep gets stranded from the
herd, it’ll get lost and most probably be the prey for roaming wolves. There are many analogies to why it
is important to stick together and stay part of the family of God. Such an analogy can be a tree branch,
which cannot survive, cut out from the tree, or charcoal, which cannot keep the fire aflame within itself
when brought out of the fireplace.

Why go to Church?

a) Because it is one of the Ten Commandments: keep the seventh day holy; dedicate it to God (Exodus
20:8-10). It is an equally important commandment as “do not murder” or “do not commit adultery” and
all the rest.

b) Because it is what the New Testament authors exhort us to do so. In the letter to the Hebrews, we
read: “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let us encourage
one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer.” (Hebrews 10:25).
Of course, simply going to Church and attending the services is not enough to BE a Christian, as much
as sitting in a hospital won’t make you a doctor. We need to practice our faith in our daily life. And yet,
assembling with brothers and sisters in Christ is essential. Through our interaction with other Chris-
tians, our character is built up, and it is there that we learn to love, and, in return, we enjoy Christ’s love.
Hence, we do not simply GO to Church; we ARE the Church, together, as the Body of Christ.

Fr. Keghart

P.S. Send us your questions concerning God and your journey of faith.
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Uwdnip wpnku dtipwgtp tp, Gpp Uuwnindng Ynndk unp wnwpbinuebwu dp
Ywusnibgwi. wu wkwnp Ep hupwjbugh dnnnynipnht hwdwp pwgwinp Yupgbn:
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Swdwpwjht Ybunwupubipnt pwqwinpp  hpwdwu  Ywpéwyk, np hp pny
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(Gwgwinpp hwiubny, Yp wwwnnik gwnbpniu Ynndlk wphwdwphniwdubpp
bGLu:
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NYubiw), UWdnjuwy, Upphwj, 3nybijbwy,
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Yhn. 27 Ognuwnnu
Ry. 28 Ognuwnnu

Sou Uppnju fenydwjh wnwpbnju:

Sowu Ghinh Gowninj Unipp Uunniwdwduh:
Sou Uppngt' Unbithwunup Nyubiginju,

bt yywyhgu' Gnhwphutiwg, Swdhnnuh,
SniphYynup b Nwwnpynuh:

Sot Uppng dwnqunthgt’ Gqtiyhkih, Ganh i
Rupwphwjh' hopu 3nyhwuunt Uypwsh:

T9. 30 Ognunnu - Muwhp:

B9. 31 Ognuwnnu - Sou Uppngl' 3ndhwutnt Ywpwuwbnhu b
3npw) wpnwpnju:

S9. 29 Ognuwnnu

LLhUSNLETLHTL

Kus | bytintight:
Bltntgh Y’ punth dodwphun wunniwdwywownnietwu hwdwp hpwpnt pny hwiwpniwd
hwiwwnwgbwutpnt wdpnnontetwu, npnug gintfup Lppuwnnu t:

Gytnkgh pwnp rip |kgniht Yp wwnlwuh b fug Yp tywuwlyk:
Blbntgh pwnp jntuwptu £ G yp vowuwyl hwwnwgbwutipne dnnny:

Lwfi dwup Yp pwdunih LYtntght:
bubintighu tipyniph Yp pwdunth' Swnpwlywu Gybntigh, 2huninpwgnpbw GYtntgh:

N’pu £ Swnpwlwi tykintght:
Suwnpwlwu tytnbgh Y punth hpbipwnwlubpnt G tugnn hwiwwnwgbwubpniu:

N'pu k 2humnpwgpbw) GYknkght:
Udku éodwphuin pphunnubwy, Lphunnup ghuninpbiwg Gytnbghptu dwu Yp Yuqdk:

bugrii ghininpbiwy Y’punih:
Npnyhtiinbi pphunnubwubipp hngbitnp qkupny ghunwwd Gu' danph b uwwnwuwhu nkd
Ynnibint hwdwn:

Nipbidu, fiuy GU wyt unihpwlw skupbipp, nip Y’ippwip wnopbnt:

Utip wnopwwnbnhutpp uhipwlwu wwdwnpubp Gu, pwig Gytintgh Yp Ynsnithu, npnyhbinbe
ghuntnpwgpbiwy Gytinbgin) wunwdubpp, wjuhupt' pphunnubwutipp hnu Yp hwiwpniht'
qUuunniwd wwwnbint b hwnwpwubnt hwdwn:

Npriup kU pphunnubwubpp:
Lphuwnnubiwy Y’'punth wunug, np Lppuinnup Yp hwiwwnw, dypnniwsd Gu Udbuwunipp
Sppnpnnipbiwu wunwuny Gt Shunwh wwwinikpubpp Yp wwhbu:

Nipbdu fiug Gu wunup npnup, skt dypnnuwé:
Uunup npnup skt dypunniwd, pphunnubwy sGu. GL hwnnpnwygniehtu snituhu Lphuwnnup
htwn:

Bus puwé £ Lppunnu wyu Jwupb:
Lphuwnnu Ydnwwtu puwsd k. «Gpk dkyp oniptu Gt <nghtu sdup’ sh Ynuwp Uuwnnidng
wppwnyshtup dinubp (8ndhwuuku 3.5):

Uqqujht Unweunpnwpwi 514-856-1200

46 UPNIuNRU UNR A UUSNRUOUT bR

«Ubuywupdp wnwgh pn U. Uuppnuwdwdht
b1 wnuwsbdp quitwpuip qlnjun
puwpbuoubw Juwutr whdwig Utipng....»
(dwdwaqhpp)

Uuwnniwéwdon unthpnuwd dbdwgniu wmotu £ wju:
Lphunnubwlywu  Butinkight ybpnjhobw) wouht pundbotu
Y’ ngbynsk U. Uunnuwdwdup Gpyhup thnfuwnpnthip:

Lphunnubwlwu Gtintigtn, nwiwuwupny
unthpwagnpdniwd  UGdwagnju  jwpqwuph, pwpbwwonwywu
phipbin ggwgniuh Girdwnwaquwjenn hwiwwnph wpunwjwjwnniehlu
E wju ngbynsnudp, np Ypudwinith  Uuwnuudwdop: Uunp'
np ounphp quwt Uuwindng  wnebi, nhbignig dwunty
Uuwnniwdnpnht, utnigwubg, nwuwmhwpwybg Gi pudw)tg
qwju wofuwphph hwunip dwpnynyebiwu, npwku Ppyps G
Uwpnwgbw) Uuwnniwdnpnh:

Soup Yp Godwpunt Uunnwwdnpninfu fununnwdp hp
uhpbigbiwy don et pkiq wnwudhl whiph séqbd plph Jpuy,
wy" ipyptip whiph thnpuwnpbd:

GL jhpwih Qbputdwuh wwpwkghu dty, Shpwdop
pwnnitu h pwuh op bLwp, Pwppnnhdtnu Unwpbw| np
pwgwlw) tp pwndwu G mqbig wygbity G hp jwpquupp
pudwjt] Uunnwwdwdon, gbpbtquwup pwinp gununibgut,
uhus nno Gipubdwuh wwpwnbgp funtuyp pnipdniupny odnll,
hptounwlubipnt dtintinhny [Ggniwd Ep:

Uuwnniwdwdwjpp  Gpyhup  thnfjuwnpnibigwt, pwig
npwtu  Lphunnubwywu  Glybinkginy Gi Lphunnubwlwu
hwiwwpht Utpwnwd dwnhyp' duwg dhown gnieny wnigniu
GL pwpbluou hp uppbgbw)] Uhwsdhuhu, hwiwwnwgbwjutipnt
ytwuphu dky:

Cwy Unwpbjwywu GYytintigin) hhug Swnuwiwnpubptu
upu £ dbpwipnfudwu woup, np wdku wwph dbé onpny Yp
wouwfudpnth Ognuwnu 15-h donwinp Yppwlhu, wjupupt' 12-
18 Ognuwnup Uhgbit:

hudpwghp' <nqbigunph S. Swynp Ypn. bugnuybwl
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Canada ‘concerned’ about
deteriorating situation in Nagorno
Karabakh

OTTAWA— Canada is con-
cerned about the deteriorat-
ing humanitarian situation in
Nagorno-Karabagh, the Foreign
Ministry said in a Twitter post.

“We call on Azerbaijan to
comply with the order of the

ICJ to allow the free transit of
people and goods in the Lachin
corridor and urge all sides to
continue peaceful dialogue,”
the Ministry said.

It also urged all parties to
pursue peaceful dialogue.

‘Government must put an end to
online harassment of journalists’:
European and International
Federations of Journalists

BRUSSELS — The European
and International Federations
of Journalists (EFJ) join their af-
filiate in Armenia, the Union of
Armenian journalists (UAJ), in
condemning the campaign of in-
sults and harassment launched
by government supporters on
social networks and in certain
online media following Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan's press
conference in Yerevan on 25 July,
in a climate of tension following
the events in Karabagh. They
called on the Armenian author-
ities to publicly denounce these
threats and to prosecute and
punish the perpetrators.

Among others, journalists
Ani Gevorgyan and Hripsime
Jebejyan have been the target
of death threats and threats of
physical violence. The journal-
ists’ union condemned a con-
certed and deliberate attack
by activists close to the gov-
ernment and by some public
officials. UAJ also accused the

Prime Minister of having en-
couraged this online hate cam-
paign. The union has referred
the matter to the human rights
defender of Armenia, Anahit
Manasyan.

“Journalists work under
conditions of real terror,” said
UA]J President Satik Seyranyan.
“They are really in danger”. The
EFJ General Secretary Ricardo
Gutiérrez called on the Armen-
ian authorities to publicly de-
nounce these threats and to
identify, prosecute and punish
the perpetrators, especially if
they are official representatives
of the public authorities.

The IF] Deputy General
Secretary Tim Dawson said:
“Harassment on social media
seriously affects journalists’
mental health and their ability
to do their jobs. Armenian gov-
ernment ministers should con-
demn these attacks and work to
allow reporters the freedom to
carry out their work”.

Second Artsakh resident arrested
by Azerbaijan in a week

STEPANAKERT—A resident
of Artsakh was arrested on Au-
gust 1 and accused of illegally
entering Azerbaijani territory.

55-year-old Rashid Beglary-
an was arrested by Azerbaijani
forces near Azerbaijan’s bor-
der checkpoint on the Berdzor
(Lachin) Corridor. Azerbaijani
authorities said that Beglaryan
had illegally crossed the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan state border
and entered the Lachin district,
which came under Azerbaijani
control after the 2020 Artsakh
War. Artsakh authorities say
that Beglaryan lost his way near
the village Hin Shen and acci-
dentally entered Azerbaijani-
controlled territory. Beglaryan
has lived in Khndzristan since
he was displaced from Shushi
during the 2020 Artsakh War.

Beglaryan is the second
Artsakh resident to have been
arrested by Azerbaijani forces
this week. 68-year-old Vagif
Khachatryan was arrested by
Azerbaijani soldiers at the Azer-
baijani border checkpoint along
the Berdzor Corridor on July 29.
Khachatryan suffers from a ser-
ious heart disease and was be-
ing transferred to a hospital in
Yerevan for an emergency oper-

ation. He was part of a group
of patients transported by the
International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC), which had pro-
vided the Azerbaijani side with
a list of the patients and re-
ceived its approval in advance.

Azerbaijan set up a military
checkpoint along the Berdzor
Corridor on April 23, 2023, pla-
cing all movement between Art-
sakh and Armenia completely
under the control of Azerbaijani
border guards. The checkpoint
tightened the ongoing blockade
of Artsakh, launched by Azer-
baijan in December 2022.

The ICRC and Russian peace-
keeping mission were the sole
entities delivering humanitarian
aid, including food, medicine and
other basic supplies, to Artsakh
since the start of the blockade.
However, Azerbaijani border
guards have prevented the ICRC
and Russian peacekeepers from
transporting humanitarian as-
sistance to the region since mid-
June. Azerbaijan has also blocked
the ICRC from transporting pa-
tients seeking medical assistance
to Armenia several times in the
past two months.

Continued on page E2

ARF Bureau member Davit Ishkhanyan elected as
President of Artsakh’s National Assembly

STEPANAKERT—On the morning of August
7, the National Assembly of the Republic of Art-
sakh convened an extraordinary session with the
agenda of electing a new President and Speaker of
the National Assembly and elected Davit Ishkh-
anyan, a member of the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation Bureau, as its new President/Speaker.

Multiple sources confirm that Ishkhanyan
was the only candidate around whom there
was positive political consensus by all political
forces in Artsakh. This step represents a defin-
ite political rearrangement in Artsakh, as the
government cedes the country’s second pos-
ition to a member of the political opposition.
It is noteworthy here that in a Parliament with
thirty-three deputies, a member of the Armen-
ian Revolutionary Federation, a party with just
three members will be elected to the post.

It is also important to note that according
to the Constitution of the Artsakh Republic, in
the event of the possible resignation of the Re-
public’s President or the impossibility of per-
forming his functions, the President/Speaker
of the National Assembly becomes the acting
President of the Republic.

Given that Armenia’s authorities have
clearly washed their hands of Artsakh, with
Pashinyan himself declaring that he recognizes
Artsakh as part of Azerbaijan, the role of Art-
sakh’s Parliament has increased tremendously.
In this context, Ishkhanyan’s election to the
post of President/Speaker of the Parliament
has the potential to facilitate better activation

and coordination of structures in the Diaspora
to work for Artsakh’s cause in international
arenas, as the Armenian Revolutionary Federa-
tion, Ishkhanyan’s party, is the only worldwide
Armenian organization with active structures
in Artsakh, Armenia and the Diaspora.

Davit Ishkhanyan was born in 1968 in
Ashan, a village in Artsakh’s Martouni region.
An Educator by profession, he is a graduate of
the Stepanakert Pedagogical Institute’s Fac-
ulty of History and Law, and has served as
the Headmaster/Principal of the Secondary
School of Ashan between 1995 and 2000.

Ishkhanyan participated in the Artsakh
Liberation War, first as a member of the student
detachment and later in the NKR Defense Army,
as the commander of the 28th Battalion in the
Martuni region. Ishkhanyan was elected a dep-
uty of the first convocation of NKR Supreme
Council (Parliament) between 1991 and 1995.

He is a recipient of the military “Battle
Cross” Order of 1st Degree and “Mkhitar Gosh”
Medals by NKR Presidential Decrees.

Ishkhanyan has been a member of the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Federation since 1989.
He was elected as the Chairman of the ARF
Artsakh’s Central Committee in 2007, and ARF
Bureau, the organization’s worldwide execu-
tive body, in 2022.

Ishkhanyan was most recently elected to
Artsakh’s parliament in March of 2020.

He is married and has three children.

(Oragark)

Artsakh declared “disaster zone” as fuel and food

STEPANAKERT—Artsakh
authorities have announced that
all public transportation routes
have been terminated as of July
25 due to a fuel shortage arising
from Azerbaijan’s blockade.

“Artsakh is now the only
area in the world that is in full
isolation and siege, devoid of
any humanitarian aid and inter-
national presence. Without
urgent international support
to this disaster zone, Artsakh
could be likened to a concentra-
tion camp, with all its dire con-
sequences,” Artsakh President
Arayik Harutyunyan said during
a press conference on July 24.

Public transportation within
Stepanakert, the capital of Art-
sakh, has been suspended since
July 18 due to a lack of fuel. Until
Tuesday, buses that traveled be-
tween Stepanakert and the other
towns and villages of Artsakh had
remained in operation, supplying
the capital city with produce from
rural regions and transporting
people to work or school. However,
as of July 25, those routes have
also been terminated, bringing all
public transportation across the
region to a halt.

Azerbaijan has placed Art-
sakh under blockade since De-
cember 2022, cutting off the re-
gion from imports of food, medi-
cine and other basic goods and
restricting travel between Art-
sakh and the outside world. The
blockade has been compounded
by the ongoing disruption of nat-
ural gas flows, which enter Art-
sakh from Armenia through a
single pipeline that runs through
Azerbaijani-controlled territory.
Artsakh authorities say that
Azerbaijan is deliberately ob-
structing the gas supply in order
to precipitate an energy crisis.

Artsakh authorities say
that the lack of fuel is affecting
the operation of ambulances.
Artsakh Health Minister Var-
dan Tadevosyan said that the

supplies diminish

number of emergency vehicles
transporting patients to hospi-
tals has already been reduced to
preserve the fuel supply. Med-
ical workers have been trying
to provide remote assistance
to people in need of medical
attention. Sending ambulances
to towns and villages from Step-
anakert during medical emer-
gencies has become impossible.

“We have two cases where
the ambulance did not arrive on
time. I believe that the patients
could have been saved if it was
possible to get to the hospital
faster. Those cases may increase
due to the lack of fuel,” Tadevo-
syan told Artsakhpress.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
has evacuated 24 patients from
Artsakh to Armenia for med-
ical treatment over the last few
days. The ICRC has evacuated
more than 600 people requiring
medical care since the start of
the blockade in December 2022.

The blockade has severely
compromised Artsakh’s health-
care system, forcing the sus-
pension of planned surgeries
in Artsakh hospitals. While the
ICRC has intermittently trans-
ported patients from Artsakh to
Armenia, Azerbaijan has twice
blocked the ICRC from doing so,
onJune 15 for 10 days then on July
10 for four days. Azerbaijan justi-
fied its restrictions on ICRC activ-
ity, claiming that ICRC vehicles
are used to transport cigarettes,
mobile phone parts and much-
needed fuel to Artsakh.

Artsakh authorities also say
that, due to the suspension of
public transportation, it will no
longer be possible to deliver agri-
cultural goods from rural regions
to densely populated towns and
cities. Food is already scarce due
to the blockade, and the shelves
of Stepanakert’s major grocery
stores are empty of food products.

The ICRC and the Russian

peacekeeping mission based in
Artsakh are the sole entities that
have delivered humanitarian
assistance, including food and
medicine, to the region since the
start of the blockade. However,
Azerbaijan has prohibited the
ICRC and Russian peacekeepers
from transporting humanitar-
ian aid to Artsakh since June 15.

The ICRC warns that fruits,
vegetables and bread are scarce
and costly in Artsakh, while
dairy products, sunflower oil,
cereal, fish, chicken and other
food products are not available
at all. Artsakh also faces a short-
age of life-saving medication and
essentials, including hygiene
products and baby formula.

“Our humanitarian aid con-
voys are a lifeline for the popu-
lation in this area. With these
convoys blocked, our concern is
that the humanitarian situation
will further deteriorate. We are
most worried about those who
cannot help themselves. The sick
and people with chronic diseases
are particularly at risk, as are
the elderly, infirm and children.
For us to operate here, we need
the sides to reach a humanitar-
ian consensus. This is life-saving
work, and it must be allowed to
continue,” said Ariane Bauer,
ICRC’s regional director for Eur-
asia, in a July 25 statement.

The ICRC said it has not
delivered humanitarian items
to Artsakh for several weeks
through the Berdzor (Lachin)
Corridor or any other routes, in-
cluding Aghdam. Government-
sponsored Azerbaijani protest-
ers posing as eco-activists had
closed the Berdzor Corridor, the
sole route connecting Artsakh
and Armenia, from December
12, 2022 to April 23, 2023. They
ended their protest after Azer-
baijan set up a military check-
point at the entrance to the

Continued on page E2
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FEDERAL FUNDING FOR INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND
2SLGBTQI+ PEOPLE IN NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

Marci len, Minister for Women and Gender Equality and
Youth, alongside Minister O'Regan, MP for St. John’s South-Mount
Pearl, and MP Joanne Thompson, St. John'’s East, made a press an-
nouncement at which a new Federal Government investment of
approximately $800,000 was announced. This investment will help
two organizations continue their critical work in supporting In-
digenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQI+ communities. Providing
necessary healthcare and gender-based violence support are at
the tip of the projects that these organizations will be tackling.

First Light St. John'’s Friendship Centre received funding
for advancing missing and murdered Indigenous women and
girls (MMIWG) policy change to help end gender-based vio-
lence in Newfoundland and Labrador. The second organization,
Quadrangle LGBTQ Community Centre, will use the provided
funding for a project on health equity research outreach.

“Local Indigenous and 2SLGBTQI+ organizations like First
Light St. John’s Friendship Centre and Quadrangle LGBTQ
Community Centre know how best to support their commun-
ity. By investing in grassroots organizations, the Government
of Canada is making sure that no one is left behind while
building a more inclusive Canada,” said minister len.

Minister O’'Regan said: “Gender-based violence has no
place in Canada. I'm pleased to support the important work
of two local organizations, First Light St John’s Friendship
Centre, and Quadrangle LGBTQ Community Centre. Today’s
funding announcement takes us one step closer to achieving
an inclusive Canada where everyone has access to affirming
healthcare and lives a life free from gender-based violence.”

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA AND FCM INVEST IN
GREENER ONTARIO COMMUNITIES

In a recent press release made by Irek Kusmierczyk, MP
for Windsor-Tecumseh, on behalf of Jonathan Wilkinson,
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, and Scott Pearce,
President of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM),
a new investment of just over $1-million was announced for
five projects across southwestern Ontario. These projects will
be focused on creating new jobs, while simultaneously up-
grading existing homes and building new homes with new
energy efficient HVAC systems, heading solutions and win-
dow and lighting upgrades. This funding will also be used to
evaluate a more cost effective method of construction for new
buildings while still maintaining energy efficiency.

Minister Wilkinson said: “Today’s announcement in Essex,
Ontario will support deep retrofits while studying similar sup-
ports in other communities. By investing in energy-efficient, low-
carbon infrastructure today, we are taking the steps needed to
create good-paying jobs, save consumers money and fight climate
change for years to come. I congratulate the Federation of Can-
adian Municipalities and all local partners involved in this work.”

“By investing in energy-efficient housing, we are building
healthy and sustainable communities. Canada’s ongoing tran-
sition to a net-zero emissions economy requires innovative
housing solutions that create jobs and build climate resili-
ence, while making life more affordable through energy sav-
ings. Projects and initiatives like the ones we are supporting
today are helping us get there,” said Steven Guilbeault, Minis-
ter of Environment and Climate Change.

INVESTMENT IN CLEAN WATER FOR BOWEN ISLAND

During a press announcement made by Patrick Weiler, MP
for West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country, Anne
Kang, Minister of Municipal Affairs, and Andrew Leonard,
Mayor of Bowen Island, was declared a brand new joint invest-
ment of more than $2.1-million to help improve the drinking
water infrastructure on Bowen Island. This investment will
help fund the construction of the connection of the 1,300 m
of water-main that will connect the existing Eagle Cliff Water
System to the Cove Bay Water System. Additionally this invest-
ment will help provide the funding to replace the culverts, the
installation of new fire hydrants and service connections. This
new system will ensure that the residents of Bowen Island have
access to high quality, clean drinking water.

MP Weiler, speaking on behalf of Sean Fraser, Minister of
Housing, Infrastructure and Communities, said: “Securing safe
and reliable drinking water is essential to support the growing
community needs on Bowen Island. The water systems con-
nection and improvement project will ensure that residents
can access clean, high-quality drinking water for many years
to come. The Government of Canada will continue to invest in
projects like these that contribute to building healthier, more
resilient, and vibrant communities for everyone.”

Mayor Leonard said: “Our islanders value resilience and self-
reliance, but we're quickly outgrowing our current infrastructure
needs. This funding will go a long way to connect the Eagle Cliff
Water System community to a sustainable water source, offsetting

a significant infrastructure cost for them.”
ISHKHAN GHAZARIAN

ARTSAKH...

continued from page E1

corridor from Armenia, placing
movement along the corridor
completely under the control of
Azerbaijani border guards.

The EU said they are taking
the ICRC warnings seriously.
“The ICRC is doing a tremen-
dous job in very challenging cir-
cumstances on the ground. It is
important that they are able to
operate freely,” EU Special Rep-
resentative for the South Cau-
casus Toivo Klaar said in a tweet
sharing the ICRC statement.

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Min-
istry said it “took note” of the
ICRC statement. It said that
the Armenian side has rejected
Azerbaijan’s offer to deliver
“larger quantities of medicine

and cargo” via Aghdam.
Azerbaijani leaders have
recently proposed delivering
humanitarian supplies to Art-
sakh from Azerbaijan through
the Aghdam-Stepanakert road,
rather than from Armenia
through the Berdzor Corridor.
The EU seemed to support this
proposal, when European Coun-
cil President Charles Michel said
he would “encourage humani-
tarian deliveries from both
sides to ensure the needs of the
population are met,” following
a trilateral meeting with Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev in Brus-
sels on July 15. The announce-

ment sparked criticism from
across Artsakh and Armenia as
an unacceptable alternative to
opening the Berdzor Corridor.

London-based South Cau-
casus scholar Laurence Broers
warned that the “long fore-
warned humanitarian crisis is
now unfolding in Karabagh.”

“The blockade renders irrel-
evant any talk of the civil inte-
gration of Karabagh Armenians.
It vindicates the worst fears of
the Karabagh Armenian popu-
lation vis-a-vis the Azerbaijani
state,” Broers tweeted on July 25.
“The starvation of the Armenian
population will leave a new leg-
acy of unforgiving distrust can-
celling any hopes of reconstitut-
ing community relations.”

(The Armenian Weekly)

SECOND...

continued from page E1

The European Court of
Human Rights requested on
August 2nd that Azerbaijan
provide information on Kha-
chatryan’s whereabouts, health
condition, medical treatment
and possible return by August
8, in response to an appeal from
Armenian authorities. The ICRC
said that a Red Cross delegation,
including a medical doctor, vis-
ited Khachatryan on July 29 and
gave him the possibility to con-
tact his family. Azerbaijani au-
thorities say that Khachatryan
has been placed in a medical
facility in Baku.

Azerbaijani authorities ac-
cused Khachatryan of participat-
ing in a massacre of Azerbaijani
civilians in the Meshali village
of the Khojaly region in Decem-
ber 1991 during the first Artsakh
War. The Prosecutor General’s of-
fice of Azerbai-

of international humanitarian
law” and a “war crime.” It said
that the arrest is aimed at halt-
ing the activities of the ICRC in
Artsakh while preventing the
access of other humanitarian
organizations to Artsakh.

Azerbaijani media have cir-
culated images and footage that
supposedly implicate Khachatry-
an in committing war crimes.
Much of this evidence has been
debunked, however. Azerbaijani
press has widely published a pic-
ture that it claims depicts Kha-
chatryan during the first Art-
sakh War. Fact checkers studied
the image and determined that
it does not picture Khachatryan,
but rather features an ethnic Az-
eriin an area controlled by Azer-
baijan in May 1994, three years
after the events at Meshali.

The extent of Khachatryan’s

participation in the first Artsakh
War is unclear. Artak Beglaryan,
advisor to the Artsakh State
Minister, denied the accusation
of war crimes directed at Kha-
chatryan, tweeting, “Like all
males, he protected his homeland
in the 1991-94 war.”

Armenian analysts are
warning that Khachatryan’s ar-
rest sets a dangerous precedent
for the arbitrary arrest of all
Armenian men in Artsakh. Most
of the adult male population of
Artsakh has served in the mil-
itary, meaning every man over
the age of 18 could be accused
of committing war crimes and
arrested by Azerbaijani forces.
Indeed, Azerbaijan’s Foreign
Ministry suggested that such ar-
rests will continue, stating that
Azerbaijan will “continue to act
within the criminal proceedings
and international legislation to
bring these people to justice.”

(The Armenian Weekly)

jan has charged
Khachatryan
with “genocide”
and “deporta-
tion or forced
exile of popula-
tion.” It said that
an international
arrest warrant
had been issued
for Khachatryan
in 2013.
Artsakh
authorities
have strongly
denied these
accusations.
The office of
Armenia’s Hu-
man Rights De-
fender said that
there is no data
on Khachatry-
an in any inter-
national intel-
ligence system.
Artsakh’s Hu-
man Rights De-
fender Gegham
Stepanyan
called the
criminal case
opened against
Khacatryan a
“false and far-
fetched pretext
for his abduc-
tion.”
Armenia’s
Foreign Min-
istry called the
arrest of a pa-
tient under the
protection of
the ICRC a “fla-
grant violation
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warionaie U Quéhec une excellente
. kermesse!

Michelle Setlakwe Sona Lakhoyan Olivier
Députée de Mont-Royal — Outremont Députée de Chomedey
514-341-1151 450-686-0166
Michelle.Setlakwe MROU@assnat.qc.ca Sona.LakhoyanOlivier. CHOM@assnat.qc.ca

Collection Assemblie nationale, Claude Mathieu photographe.

Marwah Rizqy André Albert Morin
Deputee de Saint-Laurent Députe de I'Acadie
514-747-4050 514-337-4278
Marwah.Rizqy.STLO@assnat.qc.ca Andre-A.Morin@assnat.qc.ca

<Nrhanv, 14-21 0QGNUSNU 2023



LeEdAlsS

FROM RUNWAY TO ROADWAY O

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

2023 RX350AWD

AWD Prosasm shoen

vericLerrice - $61,468

3303, ch. de la Céte-de-Liesse
Saint-Laurent, QC H4N 3C2
LEXUS GABRIEL lexusgabrielstlaurent.com

ST-LAURENT 514 747-7777

*Repre ariative lesse srnple based on s 2023 Leas WX 250 AW ofa K on s 3 monbterm at sn sonud rdle ol 35% and Cornplale Lesus Price of 3502858 Bi-wesk by parrant i 32083 with 35023 dowr payment or equivslent radein, 30 seourity dapost snd first mortbly payerant dus
o e reaplion Tod ol 52 bi-weakdy kesco paymants required during tha lessatarm 32000 klomatra dlowsnes; charga of 30 200km for axeas b ormalras. Tasas, kcasa, ragisiration and reurencs sre adra Limbed lima offers only spply 10 ralail customarns &l partidpaling Cuebec Leos
Deslers Desler orderArads my ks requinsd (bl mey ol besvalabls i cersin dreurmet sncss) . Complebe Lagus Prios includes Fraigt PO CEE, 208, Trms Tee (3150, Fibers (52 5), Dedler Fees [3495), srd 07 cdharge [3100]. OHers sre nubjed 1o dhange or cancallslion wihoul nobice. Cers
are et bagirring March 1, 2003, srd mepirsonMarch 31, 2023, unlez mdended or revised. SenLsue Gabrislor complebe deisils

Current Fundraising Campaigns

Our goal is to assist and provide financial aid to at-risk communities around the world and
help them to overcome the many hardships that they face in their native countries.

To donate online visit www.camam,org

General Donations Aid to Artsakh

Campagnes de financement en cours

Notre objectif est d'aider et de fournir une aide financiére aux communautés a risgue du
monde entier et de les aider & surmonter les nombreuses difficultés auxquelles elles sont
confrontées dans leur pays d'origine.

Pour faire un don en ligne visiter www.camam.org

3tuwnnj

3401 Rue Olivar-Asselin 397 boul. des Prairles 45 Hallcrown Place

Montréal, Quebec Laval, Quebec Willowdale, Ontaric

H4J 1L5 HTN 2W6 M2J 4Y4 1300 YEUnwUh Pwg Qubgtp akn B
Canada Canada Canada Q-DUJZIUUJDh wuklb on tindubpp huynjb &

dwdwbgh wjgh
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AV NOTAIRE INC.

Personalized notarial services in four languages
(Armenian, French, English and Arabic) including
home services and online consultation.

Uwwy will
Muwpunuwwlncptwl wwwnnthpwywaghn Protection mandate
®npuwlinpnuwahp Power of attorney
JwiGpwgnud Homologation
Jwbwnp Sale
YwinLwdwagpuiL Mortgage and refinancing

Cuytpnietwl hwuwnwwnnuehLu, Incorporation and examination of the
wnéwuwagpnyphll GL pulnyehlu minute books

AV NOTAIRE INC.
Me Armenouhie Vartanian, notaire
3535, BOULEVARD TOUPIN, MONTREAL, QUEBEC, H4K 174

T: (514) 500-8778 F:(514) 819-0688
www.avnotaire.com
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aarkilanian@sutton.com - )
www.albertarkilanian. eia -
o TOPOUZIAN
CEH: 514.962.8822 Conseillére municipale

de Renaud

f

Stéphane
BOYER

Maire de Laval
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www.armenianheritagecruise.com

All Inclusive Cruise
January 14-20,2024

ANNIVERSARY

Grand Cayman

Join us on the CELEBRITY REFLECTION
for live Armenian music, Armenian dance,
Armenian cultural programs, Tavlou and
Belote tournaments, Armenian festival day
and more!

INSIDE CABIN
OCEAN VIEW
BALCONY

SKY SUITE

CELEBRITY SUITE with Veranda

For pricing on triple or quad occupancy cabin,
please contact TravelGroup

ALL SUITES

All Rates are Per Person Double
Cccupancy. Government Tax is
additional at $165.61.

Cnnt:&'m o I~ “‘.
TRAVELGREUP® m;ﬂ:;;z:mz :z:::;fg;,.,‘oz

'INTERNﬂTJDNAL

Y with jr el!up in urcéo att j

C@i‘i‘ﬁvelgrﬂupmt com o AEeEE

J._ -:l 4 -‘.'- . LR ___{ ‘..:‘l. bl ¥ . ~
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.|_._E:.-.:. ,r
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Canadi

NOUS SOU HAITONS ATOUS

B

.

)

Huuse aF Cumuens
CHAMBEE NES COM MUINES
CANADA

WISHING EVERYONE
W.NDERFULTIME ot
HE 35* EDITION O FTHE 4

-y
LS * "‘- i % . R ,‘HI* 25

/L‘)‘%
l{ermesse

TRES HoN. JUSTIN TRUDEAU ANJU DHILLON Fﬁ"l’['.ﬂi. EL-KHOURY Hou. STEVEN GIJILHEMIIJ ANT H[IH"f HOUSERATHER

Dépaté / WP Députée / MP Dépaté / WP Député f MP Deépats /WP
Papineau Dorval — Laching — LaSalle Lawal — Les lles Laurler— Sainte-Marie Mont-Royal / Mount Royal
Justin Tuceau.c1c@par ge.ca Anju.Diillon Bpar gc.ca Fawcal - houry@par gc.ca Sitven. Guilbe aut@parl oc.ca Anthony HousefatherBpar gc.ca
(514) 277-6020 (514) 639-4497 (450) 589-4594 (514) 522-1339 (514) 283-0171

L - t' I-=.'-|
L-J.

P \ L™
Hos. MELANIE JOLY ANNIE KOUTRAKIS EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULOS

Députde / MP Députén / MP Députén / MP Député | MP Dépaté / WP . -
Rhuntsic-Cartierville Vimy Saint-Laurent Vaudreuil — Soulanges Pierrefonds — Dallard - “
Melanie. JolyBparl gt ca Romie Koutrakis@pad oc.ca Emmanuela. LambropounsGparl gc.ca Peter Schiefhe@pad.gc.ca Sameer Zuberipar gc.ca
l® (514) 383-3709 (450) 973-5660 (514) 335-6655 (450) 510-2305 (514) 624-5725

M&ya o -, .
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Nnissan BORNTO NN
THRILL

2023 NISSAN ARIYA

A FORCE OF WONDER

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REBATES: INCENTIVES FOR PURCHASING ZERO-EMISSION VEHICLES (ZEVS).
POTENTIAL REBATES: RECEIVE UP TO 55,000 IN FEDERAL INCENTIVES.

IN ADDITION, GET UP TO '$7,000 IN PROVINCIAL INCENTIVES.

RESERVE YOURS TODAY AT NISSAN CAEBRIEL JEAN TALON

N I S S A N 3500, rue Jean-Talon Quest,

Montreal (Quebec) H3R 2E8
nissangabrieljeantalon.ca

514 509-7777

JEAN-TALON

YISIT NISSANGABRIELJEANTALON.CA FOR MORE DETAILS

*Offers are sublect to change, continuation or cancellatlon without notice, Retallers are free to set Indlvidual prices, Federal and provincial incenthves are subject to
change and are managed by the government. Visit canadaca and vehiculeselectrigues gouvgc.ca for more information. See your Nissan Gabriel dealer for complete
details. Conditicns apply. 22023 Nissan Canada Inc.
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Save the Date: The Armenian Prelacy of Canada Presents

The Naghash Ensemble in Canada

“The sound of ancient Armenia reinvented for the 21st century”
Toronto: April 4, 2024 « Montreal: April 7, 2024
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CLIMATISATION TECHNO AC
Alr Conditionning/Heating. Ventilation

Servicn, Repair, Sales. installation

Resdential Commerncizl

Genenal Construction (Doors, Windows. ingulation. )
RECr §784-1082-0

9 514-838-3230

0 climatisationtechnoac@amall.com

Vahram Noubarian / Sako Hasarkuzian

=
@

=G {

Yk Ecole De Conduite

Driving School

"“\-AZ|G

Tel: 514-336-1110

Monnieur-insirucheur nairuchio

i AUTGMAngUe oo manueis

AUTOECCLEAZIGGHOTMAL

1400, rue Sawwé O, Mortrdal, QC HAN 1C5

COM

Suite 1438  Cenfre Adonis ||

Ciroupe Sutan - Performer Inc
Tii bl G-, Suibie BED
Poile-Claise, U BIR ¥

Sutt

ALBERT ARKILANIAN
Courtier immobilier résidentiel
Residential Real Estate Broker

aarkilanian@sution.com

Cell: 514.962.8822

Bur: 514.426.9595
Fax: 514.426.95%6

www.albertarkilanian. com

Gagik Vardanyan

Parsonal Lines Damage Insurance Agent

Allstate Insurance Company
of Canada

2675 Rue d' Annemasie
Baisbriond, Quebec I17TH 0AS

Phore: 438-405-4482
Ermail; gvardonyangallstote.co

@) Alistate

Insurance

Conseillerére en sécurité financiére
Financial Security Advisor

Assurance Vie & Hypothécaire
Assurance Invalidité et Maladies graves
Régime épargne-études (REEE)
Asgurance Vovage

Planification de Retraite(REER,CELLFER)

Tél: (514) 291-6636
Marlenegtarfinance.ca
Financiére AT - Gestion de Patrimaine

KRIKOR MAROUNIAN rwu

Independent Financial Security Broker

Life Insurance - Disability & Critical lliness Insurance
Group Insurance =« RRSPTFSA/RESP
TravelVisitor Medical Insurance

Res: (514) 332-7021

Fax: (514) 731-7499
Cell: (514) 927-2666

11820 General Giraud
Montreal, QC H4J) 2HE

krikormar@gmail.com

Tro Bachekjian

Reprigertant des venes
Weébioukes Joccasion
Pre-pwniad

Sales Consubiant

thachekjian @ gabrisl.ca

HONDA ik
GAGRIEL [z
Tékic. - 514 262-8019
7000, boul, Henri-Bourassa Est l'
Montréal-Mard, OC H1G &C4 o
www. hondagabriel com a BE gEaLITE
—
ASSEMBLEE
NATIONALE
DU QUEBEC

SONA LAKHOYAN OLIVIER
DEPUTEE DE /| MNA FOR
CHOMEDEY

Somolokhoyan@livier CHOM#assnot.ac.ca

450-686-0166
ek
v

NETTOYEUR
MARIE-CLAIRE

~ CUEILLETTE ET LIVRAISON GRATUITE
A DOMICILE ET AU BUREAU (MONTREAL ET LAVAL)

2535 de Salaberry, Montréal Tél: 514,334

RITA BAGHDASSARIAN

Conseillére en Sécurité Financiére
Revenu Garantie Viager

COMPTE D'EPARGNE LIBRE D' IMPOT (CELT) » CREATION IYHERITAGE
REER, FERR RENTE RETRAITE » FLAN D'EDUCATION-REEE #
ASSURANCE-VIE & HYPOTHECAIRE * ASSURANCE SALAIRE
& COLLECTIVE = ASSURANCE DE PARTENARIAT

3820, boul. Lévesque Ouest, Bureau 101,
Laval Qc. HTV 1ES
Tél: (450) 973-2822 » (514) 884-1117 » Fax: (450) 973-2262
ritabaghi@vahoo.com

VIZUALIS

optometriste
DR SHANT DONABEDIAN

diaw - Fairview Mall

ﬂﬂ.’iﬂ/t ra 8;{6” ne.

Cabinet en assurance de dommages et de services finonciers
Lluruhnuusgnubuls gnuutistswl

KRIKOR ABRAKIAMN VAHAN MATOSSIAN

970 Montée de Liesse, suite 308, Saint-Laurent, G, HAT TW7

T: 514.903.3999

Patisserie

MAHROUSE

FONDEE EN 1970

9705 Boulevard de |'Acadie, Montréal, QC H4N 2W2

Tél: 514.279.1629 « info@mahrovseca « www.mahrouse.ca

(I
ROYAL LEFAGE

IR
Du QUARTIER
[

JESSICA OHANIAN

TOPOUZIAN

Conaaillére municipala
de Renawd

Stéphane
BOYER

514 862-1402 | stopouzianalaval.ca

REAVIRY

v

L

REMIX

RE/MAX 3000 inc
Agrase imrobibine

s

Elie Berberian

Courther imenobdalier Eisal Eszate Beoker

C 514.519.3543
B 514.333.3000

REFRIGERATOR REPAIR SERVICE
Call (438) 998-4018

PHARMACIENS-PROPRIETAIRES

3915, boal. Sameon, Laval, Québes, HF'W 261

450 688-411 - 450 681-5525
Lundi au wandred - 8 h 20 & 20 b + Samad| et dimancha: 2 halTh
Infirmigra {eudiy : B h 304 15 b« LIVRAISON GRATUITE

affiles & Pro¥im

wekagt,  www.horizonweekly.ca

horiZon

f facebook.com/pages/horizonweekly (& horizonweekly

¥ @horizonweekly ‘@ YouTube — Horizon Weekly TV
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Le Canada appelle I'’Azerbaidjan a
mettre fin au blocage du corridor
de Latchine

OTTAWA—Le Canada ap-
pelle I’Azerbaidjan a respecter
la décision de la Cour internatio-
nale de Justice des Nations Unies
et a autoriser la libre circulation
le long du corridor de Latchine.

«Le Canada est préoccupé
par la détérioration de la situa-
tion humanitaire au Haut-Kara-
bagh. Nous appelons I’Azerbaid-

jan a se conformer a la décision
de la CIJ de permettre le libre
transit des personnes et biens
dans le corridor de Lachin, et
nous exhortons toutes les par-
ties a poursuivre un dialogue
pacifique», a déclaré le ministére
canadien des Affaires étrangeres
dans une déclaration sur Twitter.

(Armenpress)

Nombre record de touristes en
Armeénie

EREVAN—Le Comité armé-
nien du Tourisme informe que
256 000 touristes ont visité I’Ar-
ménie en juillet 2023.

Ce seraient «les meilleures
données statistiques par rapport
aux années précédentes (2022
: 189 000, 2019 : 202 000 tou-
ristes)», précise le Comité, ajou-
tant que «1 million 26 mille vi-
sites touristiques dans la période
de janvier a juillet 2023 sont arri-
vés en Arménie, soit 29% de plus
quen 2019 comparé aux chiffres

de la méme période des sept pre-
miers mois de 'année».

A ce rythme, I’Arménie
devrait dépasser le seuil record
de 2 millions de touristes cette
année. La Russie est premiere
avec 646 000 touristes soit 51%
des touristes venus en Armé-
nie, devant la Géorgie (138 000)
et I'Iran (77 000). La France est
8e avec 12 400 touristes depuis
la France, arrivés en Arménie
entre janvier et juillet 2023.

(Armenews)

L'opposition n'a pas l'intention de
participer aux élections pour la
mairie d’Erevan

EREVAN—Les deux princi-
pales forces d’opposition armé-
niennes n'ont pas encore indiqué
qu’elles se présenteraient aux
élections municipales d’Erevan
prévues pour le 17 septembre.

Les habitants de la capitale
arménienne se rendront aux
urnes pour élire une nouvelle as-
semblée municipale qui désigne-
ra a son tour le maire de la ville.

Le dernier maire, Hrachya
Sargsian, a démissionné le 17
mars apres seulement 15 mois
de mandat. Depuis, Erevan
est effectivement dirigée par
Tigran Avinian, un adjoint au
maire nommé par le parti au
pouvoir, le Contrat civil, pour
le poste vacant. Le parti a levé
1,3 million de dollars pour sa
campagne électorale lors d’un
événement organisé la semaine
derniére en présence du Pre-
mier ministre Nikol Pashinian.

On ne sait pas encore si M.
Avinian et le parti au pouvoir se-
ront contestés par I'une des deux
alliances d’opposition représen-
tées au parlement arménien.

La principale alliance d’op-
position, Hayastan, n’aurait
méme pas discuté de la possibi-
lité de participer a la campagne
électorale. Un membre clé de
Hayastan, le parti Dashnaktsu-
tyun, discute de la question sé-
parément, alors que des fissures
apparaissent dans l’alliance
dirigée par I'ancien président
Robert Kocharian.

«Les discussions au sein du
Dashnaktsutyun impliquent les
structures locales et le comité

municipal d’Erevan, et il y aura
une déclaration compleéte sur
notre participation ou non-par-
ticipation dans les prochains
joursy, a déclaré Gegham Manu-
kian, une figure importante du
parti, au service arménien de
RFE/RL le 4 aofit.

Pativ Unem, l'autre bloc
d’opposition dominé par I'ancien
parti républicain (HHK) au pou-
voir, n'a pas eu de telles discus-
sions, selon I'un de ses principaux
membres, Hayk Mamijanian.

«Le fait que nous n’en
ayons pas discuté montre que
notre nation a des problémes et
des défis bien plus importants
a relevery, a déclaré M. Mami-
janian. «Mais la question sera
certainement débattue. Des que
nous aurons pris une décision,
elle sera rendue publique.

M. Avinian serait égale-
ment confronté a un sérieux
défi de la part de Hayk Maru-
tian, que 1I’équipe politique
de M. Pashinian avait installé
comme maire apres avoir rem-
porté I’écrasante majorité des
sieges du conseil municipal en
2018. Le conseil a évincé Maru-
tian en décembre 2021 apres
qu’il se soit brouillé avec le pre-
mier ministre. Uancien comé-
dien de télévision reste timide
quant a sa participation aux
prochaines élections.

Les candidats aux élections
ont jusqu'au 13 aofit pour sou-
mettre les documents néces-
saires a la Commission électo-
rale centrale.

(RFE/RL)

L'étau turco-azéri se resserre sur I’Arménie
GARO ULUBEYAN

La coalition Ankara-Bakou étouffe I'Ar-
ménie, prise entre marteau russe et enclume
occidentale.

Cent ans apres le traité de Lausanne du
24 juillet 1923, par lequel les puissances victo-
rieuses de la Premiere Guerre mondiale concé-
daient a Mustapha Kemal les assises territo-
riales sur lesquelles le nouveau leader turc pro-
clamera, en octobre 1923, la République turque
née des décombres de I'Empire ottoman, sans
quelles aient jugé utile de mentionner '’Armé-
nie, renvoyée au-dela de la frontiére orientale
du nouvel Etat turc dans les limbes d’un monde
soviétique émergeant et déja rival, les autorités
d’Arménie se voient enfin donner I'occasion de
définir de fagon négociée les frontieres de leur
République qui a regagné son indépendance 32
ans auparavant. Une opportunité certes histo-
rique pour une nation qui, en 3 000 ans d’une
histoire alternant des périodes d’indépendance
et surtout de sujétion, n’a que trés rarement
pu décider du tracé de frontieres volatiles,
poreuses et élastiques, toujours contestées par
des voisins hostiles et envahissants. Mais pour
autant, '’Arménie doit-elle y voir une chance
unique a saisir, comme le laisse entendre son
dirigeant, le premier ministre Nikol Pachi-
nian, en se félicitant de ce que ’Arménie puisse
prendre en main son destin, aussi sombre qu’il
puisse paraitre a beaucoup?

Alors que le président turc néo-ottoman Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan, reconduit au pouvoir a An-
kara a la faveur des élections du 28 mai, marque,
sans grande ostentation, le centieme anniver-
saire de ce traité fondateur de la République
turque qu’il a ouvertement dénoncé durant ses
précédents mandats, déplorant plus d’une fois
les torts qu'il aurait causés aux ambitions impé-
riales turques, ’Arménie s'appréte donc a déci-
der, elle-méme, du tracé de ses frontiéres avec
I'’Azerbaidjan dans le cadre d’un traité de paix a
venir, étroitement corrélé au processus de nor-
malisation quelle a engagé parallelement avec la
Turquie, principale alliée de Bakou.

DE SEVRES A LAUSANNE

Les précédentes tentatives en ce sens ne
présagent rien de bon pour '’Arménie: dans la
derniére phase de la Premiére Guerre mondiale,
le gouvernement de la toute jeune République
d’Arménie, quelques jours seulement apres la
proclamation, le 28 mai 1918, de son indépen-
dance, dans l'urgence absolue et sous la pres-
sion des forces turques marchant sur le Caucase
ou les attendent leurs alliés tatars, avait ainsi
di signer avec I'Empire ottoman, le 4 juin 1918,
le traité de Batoum, par lequel il espérait sauver
un reliquat de territoire de 11 000 km? hérité de
I’Empire russe, désormais controlé par les bol-
cheviks, qui avaient quelques semaines aupara-
vant conclu un arrangement a ses dépens avec
Talaat Pacha et la Sublime Porte a Brest-Litovsk.

La défaite des puissances centrales et de
I’Empire ottoman dans la Premiére Guerre
mondiale quelques mois plus tard devait accor-
der a 'Arménie un sursis et de bonnes raisons
d’espérer avec le traité de Sevres d’aofit 1920,
des espérances vite trahies par la Russie bol-
chévique dont les tentatives de cooptation de
Kemal pousseront les occidentaux a pactiser
trois ans plus tard avec le nouveau maitre de la
Turquie a Lausanne, jusqu’a en oublier le nom
méme de '’Arménie.

MENACE PERMANENTE

La situation dans laquelle se trouve I’Ar-
ménie aujourd’hui est a peine moins déses-
pérée. C’est sous la menace permanente de
I’armée de Bakou, qui cherche, par ses viola-
tions quasi quotidiennes du cessez-le-feu du
9 novembre 2020 sous arbitrage russe qui mit
fin a six semaines d’une guerre meurtriére au
Karabagh, a capitaliser sur une victoire mili-
taire dont son allié turc partage les lauriers,
que les autorités arméniennes, appelées a en
solder les comptes, se livrent a des tractations
frappées au sceau du défaitisme selon ses
opposants. Lenjeu en est, martele Pachinian,
la survie d’un territoire de 29 800 km? hérité
de I'Union soviétique, que menace désormais

ouvertement Bakou, dans une surenchére
militaire qui a poussé le leader arménien a
reconnaitre I'intégrité territoriale de ’Azer-
baidjan et par voie de conséquence, a concéder
sans équivoque, en mai, que le Karabagh en
faisait partie et que I’Arménie renongait donc
a défendre le droit a I'autodétermination du
territoire arménien contesté.

Bien en peine de contester les termes du
traité de Lausanne qui a décidé, sans quelle
ait voix au chapitre, le tracé de ses frontiéres
avec la Turquie et de faire valoir ceux, rendus
caducs en 1923, du traité de Sévres, dont la
1re République d’Arménie fut au nombre des
signataires, ’Arménie doit faire face aux exi-
gences maximalistes du président Erdogan,
bien décidé quant a lui a combler, au profit
de son «frére» turcophone azéri, les carences
d’un traité fondateur qui avait occulté et laissé
en suspens la question du tracé de la frontiére
entre '’Arménie et I’Azerbaidjan, qui relevait
alors de la seule compétence de la Russie bol-
chévique, devenue mattre du Sud Caucase.

A dire vrai, avant de pactiser avec les Oc-
cidentaux a Lausanne, Kemal, en digne héri-
tier de Talaat Pacha pour qui le Caucase était
un enjeu majeur, avait su imposer aux bol-
cheviks une carte de la future Transcaucasie
soviétique lésant ’Arménie au profit de I’Azer-
baidjan, qui se voyait attribuer par Staline, a
la faveur du traité de Kars d’octobre 1921, le
Nakhitchevan et le Haut-Karabagh, ce dernier
devant proclamer son indépendance cent ans
plus tard sur fond d’éclatement de I'URSS.

APPETITS FEROCES

Reconnue par la communauté internatio-
nale apres la disparition de 'URSS, cette carte,
que la victoire arménienne en 1994 dans la
premiére guerre du Karabagh avait redessinée
au détriment de ’Azerbaidjan, est un objet de
contestation et de convoitise pour Erdogan,
qui s’est fait le chantre de la restauration de la
grandeur de la Turquie ottomane et qui se sent
aI’étroit dans la Turquie de Lausanne, comme
I’'ont montré ses aventures militaires de la
Syrie a la Libye en passant par la mer Egée. 11
le fait clairement savoir en aidant militaire-
ment ’Azerbaidjan dans sa guerre contre le
Karabagh de I'automne 2020, contribuant lar-
gement a la victoire de 'armée de Bakou et de
ses supplétifs djihadistes qui tend a restaurer
la carte du Sud Caucase de 1991.

Mais cela n'est manifestement pas suffisant
pour Erdogan qui, loin d’inciter a I'apaisement
le président azéri Ilham Aliev, qui estime réglée
depuis 2020 la question du Karabagh, I’encou-
rage a exercer des pressions accrues sur une
Arménie vaincue et disposée au compromis.

Face aux appétits territoriaux toujours plus
féroces du tandem turco-azéri, ’Arménie ne peut
que s’en remettre a la diplomatie, cette diplo-
matie de «complémentarité» dans les relations
entre la Russie et I'Occident choisie par 'Arménie
depuis son indépendance et que Pachinian avait
cherché a rééquilibrer en accédant au pouvoir
en mai 2018, sinon a faire pencher la balance du
c6té de I’Occident. Mais I'invasion de I'Ukraine
par la Russie en février 2022, et la guerre qui bat
son plein depuis, amenant a un point de ten-
sion inédit les relations entre la Russie et 1'Occi-
dent, ont fait voler en éclats ce fragile équilibre,
rendant caduc le processus de coopération qui
s'était maintenu tant bien que mal entre russes
d’une part, francais et américains d’autre part, a
la téte du Groupe de Minsk de I'OSCE pendant 27
ans de négociations autour du Haut-Karabagh.
La coopération a laissé place a une concurrence
ouverte entre 1'Occident, qui cherche a prendre
a la Russie I'initiative dans le processus de né-
gociations arméno-azéri, et au-dela, a I’évincer
du Sud-Caucase, et la Russie, qui est décidée a
y maintenir son influence, par la force comme
toujours, méme si la guerre en Ukraine, qui
mobilise toute son énergie, limite considérable-
ment sa capacité d’action. Et de la complémen-
tarité, la diplomatie arménienne est passée au
grand écart entre deux péles inconciliables.

Suite a la page F2




L'ETAU...

suite de la page F1

LINFLUENCE DE
L'OCCIDENT

Le pole occidental exerce
un magnétisme évident sur la
diplomatie arménienne en raison
de la non-assistance de la Russie
et de ses alliés de I'Organisation
du traité de sécurité collective
(OTSC) face aux attaques répé-
tées de I’Azerbaidjan contre le
territoire arménien, qui a don-
né lieu a Erevan a une remise
en question ouverte de la doc-
trine stratégique arménienne
désignant la Russie comme la
meilleure protection contre la
menace historique turco-azérie.
LArménie semble ainsi accorder
sa préférence désormais a I'arbi-
trage européen dans le processus
de négociations arméno-azéries,
relancé par les américains début
mai en vue d’un nouveau sommet
Pachinian-Aliev le 13 mai, le 6e
depuis celui de Bruxelles d’avril
2022 qui avait fait dire au premier
ministre arménien qu’il fallait
«baisser la barre» sur la question
du statut du Karabagh.

Mais tout en semblant
confirmer ce choix en rencon-
trant une nouvelle fois le ler juina
Chisinau, en Moldavie, le président
azéri sous |’égide de I'Union euro-
péenne, Pachinian n'a pas renoncé
ajouer la carte d’un arbitrage de la
Russie, que Poutine avait relancé
le 31 octobre 2022 en réunissant a
sa table des négociations a Sotchi
les leaders arménien et azéri, de
nouveau réunis sous son égide
le 25 mai a Moscou en marge du
sommet de I’'Union économique
eurasiatique.

Mais que peut espérer I'Ar-

ménie de ces processus paralleles
et concurrents, qui s'ignorent
quand ils ne s'opposent pas? Re-
prochant au gouvernement ar-
ménien de s'étre détourné d’une
alliance traditionnelle avec son
protecteur russe pour succomber
aux sirenes de 'Occident dont le
seul objectif serait de Iécarter du
Sud Caucase, la Russie a laissé en-
tendre, a plusieurs reprises, qu’il
ne devait qu'a lui seul, de ce fait,
les problemes auxquels son pays
et son peuple sont confrontés. En
décembre 2022, alors que Bakou
impose au Karabagh un blocus
toujours a I'ceuvre aujourd’hui, la
Russie, qui était pourtant tenue de
le faire lever en vertu des termes
du cessez-le-feu de novembre
2020, accusait Pachinian d’avoir
laissé passer la chance d’'un plan
de paix russe qui maintiendrait le
statu quo sur le Karabagh au pro-
fit d’un plan de paix européen par
lequel il reconnait I'intégrité ter-
ritoriale de I’Azerbaidjan et aban-
donne de fait le Karabagh.

Mais dans le méme temps,
la Russie resserrait ses liens avec
la Turquie et 'Azerbaidjan, dans
’espoir de les voir se retourner
contre ce «collectif occidental»
vilipendé par Poutine, comme il y
a un siecle Staline, qui voyait dans
Kemal un possible leader de la
révolution mondiale contre 'Occi-
dent capitaliste. Quant a1'Occident,
il renvoie la balle a la Russie, qu’il
rend responsable des déboires de
I'Arménie, et semble prét a sacrifier
les arméniens sur l'autel des rela-
tions avec la Turquie, aujourd’hui
comme hier a Lausanre.

(Armenews)

La paix entre '’Arménie et
I’Azerbaidjan est semblable a
la ligne d’horizon: plus on s’en
approche et plus elle s’éloigne.

On peut mentir de maniére
éhontée, vu qu'en face, la réaction
est quasi nulle. Cest la méthode
utilisée par le dictateur azéri, Il-
ham Aliev. D’autant, qu'il sait per-
tinemment qu’il peut faire toutes
les «saloperies» qu'il veut envers
«ses sujets» arméniens du Haut-
Karabagh et que, ni les Ftats-Unis,
ni I’Union européenne, ni méme
la Russie — pourtant garante de
l'accord trilatéral du 9 novembre
2020, — n’interviendront autre-
ment que par des communiqués,
voire par des déclarations, totale-
ment inefficaces d’ailleurs.

Si Bruxelles a pratiquement
remplacé Paris dans le groupe
de Minsk de I’0OSCE, Washing-
ton et Moscou sont toujours
présents et chacun d’entre eux
réunit les antagonistes. De ces
réunions tripartites, que ce soit
au niveau présidentiel ou minis-
tériel, on remarque tout de suite
trois choses:

1 - Le président des Etats-
Unis se fiche royalement du
conflit Arménie-Azerbaidjan,
déléguant cette activité a son
département d’Etat. TAche déli-
cate, que ce ministere maitrise
a merveille, qui consiste a faire
croire que l'on agit pour la paix
et pour le bien de tous, voire de la
région, en ayant bien soin d’évi-
ter d’accuser qui que ce soit et
surtout pas l'agresseur, mettant
tout le monde dans le méme sac.
Loncle Sam pousse le vice jusqu’a
inciter le plus faible a accepter les
conditions du plus fort.

2- La présidente de I'UE, ou

Paix ou pas?

GERARD MERDJANIAN
plus précisément la présidente
de la Commission européenne, a
adopté la méme position que le
chef de la Maison blanche, délé-
guant ce casse-téte au président
du Conseil européen, assisté du
Haut représentant de I’'Union
européenne pour les Affaires
étrangeres et la politique de sé-
curité — lequel, une fois sorti de
sa torpeur, se demande toujours
ce qu’il fait a ce poste.

Par contre, ladite présidente
intervient personnellement
quand il s’agit de faire des sala-
malecs au sultan ottoman, méme
reléguée sur un sofa, ou de com-
mercer honteusement avec son
valet azerbaidjanais, laissant de
coté les Valeurs de I'UE;

3- Pour la Russie, c’est tou-
jours le président Poutine qui
convoque le Premier ministre ar-
ménien Nigol Pachinian et le pré-
sident azerbaidjanais Ilham Aliev;
vestige de I"époque soviétique. Est-
ce que pour autant la résolution
du conflit progresse? Que nenni.
Depuis la signature du document
tripartite du 9 novembre 2020,
le comportement des soldats de
la paix russes qui stationnent au
Karabagh, laisse de plus en plus a
désirer, surtout depuis la guerre
russo-ukrainienne. Consigne: évi-
ter d’irriter la soldatesque azérie.
Reconnaissons toutefois que ces
casques bleus russes, qui seuls
ont le droit d’aller et venir dans
le couloir de Latchine, aident les
karabaghis a se sustenter. Moscou
se contente d’expédier les affaires
courantes, bien conscient que ses
soldats doivent quitter le Kara-
bagh en 2025, laissant le champ
libre au potentat azéri.

On peut méme ajouter un qua-
trieme point, qui n'est pas propre
au conflit du Haut-Karabagh.

Tous les pays qui s’inté-
ressent peu ou prou a ’Arménie
ont vu leur parlement, chambre
basse et chambre haute, sortir
des résolutions de soutien a la
population du Haut-Karabagh,
en désignant qui agresse qui,
voire comme en France, deman-
der a son gouvernement la re-
connaissance de la République
d’Artsakh, conformément au
droit a 'autodétermination des
peuples. Seul probléme et de
taille: si le 1égislatif propose,
I’exécutif ne dispose pas tou-
jours et surtout lorsqu’il s’agit
de la politique étrangere, c’est
la Realpolitik.

Quant au premier ministre
arménien, on a du mal a com-
prendre sa politique étrangere.
Apres avoir perdu en 2020 la
guerre de 44 jours a cause de
ses erreurs militaires, apres
avoir déclaré, par 'un de ses
sous-fifres, que le génocide
de 1915 était de I'histoire an-
cienne, apres avoir déclaré que
le Haut-Karabagh faisait par-
tie de I’Azerbaidjan, et pensant
que tout va rentrer dans 'ordre
avec les turco-azerbaidjanais,
il désire ardemment signer la
paix avec Aliev, qui pourtant ne
cesse de se foutre de lui et de la
communauté internationale.

Pas étonnant si en 2025, les
karabaghis seront chassés de
chez eux, ou massacrés pour
ceux qui résistent, et profitant
de la pagaille, ’Azerbaidjan oc-
cupera manu militari le sud de
I’Arménie, le réve séculaire des
Ottomans!
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BARRY KAREN ALEX

KAZANDJIAN

BUY | SELL | FINANCE
RE/MAX

¥ 4

IMMOBILIER
+

HYPOTHEQUE

514 333 3000

CLASSES PARMI LES MEILLEURS COURTIERS RE/MAX AU NIVEAU MONDIAL
RANKED AMONGST THE HIGHEST PREFORMING RE/MAX BROKERS WORLDWIDE

———

N .
/ SIEGE SOCIAL: 9280 BOUL. DE L'ACADIE, MONTREAL QC H4N 3C5
7 3000 PAVILLON: 2500 RUE DES NATIONS #102, SAINT-LAURENT, QC H4R 3J9

Horizon, 3401, Olivar-Asselin, Montréal, Québec Canada H4J 1L5 Courrier de deuxie¢me classe /No. 40065294 / Second class mail
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