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Canada suspends arms export
permits to Turkey

OTTAWA—The Honourable Frangois-Philippe Champagne, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Canada on October 5 issued the following

statement:

“Over the last several days, certain allegations have been made
regarding Canadian technology being used in the military conflict

in Nagorno-Karabagh.

“Upon learning of these allegations, I immediately directed
Global Affairs Canada to investigate these claims.

“In line with Canada’s robust export control regime and due to
the ongoing hostilities, I have suspended the relevant export per-
mits to Turkey, so as to allow time to further assess the situation.

“Canada continues to be concerned by the ongoing conflict in
Nagorno-Karabagh resulting in shelling of communities and civil-

ian casualties.

“We call for measures to be taken immediately to stabilize the
situation on the ground and reiterate that there is no alternative to
a peaceful, negotiated solution to this conflict.”

In related news, the Armenian National Committee of Canada
(ANCC) has been informed that Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has
asked Foreign Affairs Minister Frangois-Philippe Champagne to
travel to Europe to discuss with allies the situation in the Caucasus,

particularly Nagorno Karabagh.

Hayastan Foundation Canada inc.
Montreal Chapter sends humanitarian
aid to Armenia and Artsakh

MONTREAL—The board of
directors of Hayastan Himn-
atram (Hayastan Foudation Can-
ada Inc.) announced on October
5 that it has sent CD$125,000 in
humanitarian aid to Armenia
and Artsakh as follows:

70,000.00 To the Nork
Marash Infectious Disease Cen-
tre for the purchase of Colonos-
copy and endoscopy machines.

25,000.00 was to help the
Ministry of Heath of Armenia
fight the Corona virus epidemic

25,000.00 as Humanitarian
Aid for the wounded and needy
civilians of Artsakh

5,000.00 was sent on behalf
of the Armenian Medical Asso-
ciation to fight the Corona virus
epidemic

We urge all Armenians to
donate in these difficult times
for Armenia and Artsakh, your
motherland needs you now.

Hayastan Foundation Canada inc.

Montreal Chapter

Aurora commits $2 million for
immediate needs

YEREVAN—The Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative founders,
Noubar Afeyan, Vartan Gregor-
ian and Ruben Vardanyan, today
announced a commitment of $2
million in assistance to cover
immediate needs in Armenia
and Artsakh and to secure fund-
ing to provide educational and
other support for the young gen-
eration of the two Armenian re-
publics affected by the war.

“We are deeply alarmed and
saddened by the large-scale mil-
itary action unleashed against
Artsakh and the outburst of
armed conflict in the region.
These violent attacks carried out
by Azerbaijan with the support
of Turkey constitute a gross vio-
lation of international law. We
condemn in the strongest terms
the escalation of violence by tar-
geting civilians with large cal-
iber weapons and attacks on the
civilian infrastructure”, stated
the co-founders of the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative.

“In 2015, on the centennial
commemoration of the Armen-
ian Genocide perpetrated by
Ottoman Turks, we launched
our international prize and hu-
manitarian initiative to honour

the memory of those who saved
Armenians. We never imagined
that Armenians would need
support to survive aggressions
in modern times, as we do to-
day. We thank all those who are
lending a hand at this time of
extreme need,” they added.

The Afeyan, Gregorian and
Vardanyan families are donating
$1 million to Hayastan All Ar-
menian Fund to join forces with
citizens of Armenia and Artsakh,
members of the global Armenian
community and friends of Ar-
menians. In addition, the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative and UWC
Dilijan School, both international
Armenia-based organizations,
announced the establishment of
a $1 million special fund and the
launch of international fundrais-
ing campaigns to secure further
funding which will be used for in-
itiatives focused on education and
well-being of Armenian children
affected by the war.

Friends and supporters of
Aurora and UWC Dilijan can join
the newly established special
fund by making donations via
the websites of UWC Dilijan, Au-
rora Humanitarian Initiative and
#AraratChallenge Movement.

Dear fellow Armenians,

Armenians — in the homeland and around
the world — and our collective resolve to act

‘The enemy has unleashed a war
against all Armenians’

AN APPEAL BY ARF BUREAU CHAIRPERSON HAGOP DER KHATCHADOURIAN

Once again, Azerbaijan, with the active
backing of Turkey, has attacked our homeland.
Baku’s brutal assault along the Artsakh
border has targeted not only our army but also
unarmed civilians in border areas and even in
and around Stepanakert. Azerbaijan has also
dared to attack cities in the Armenian Republic.
Although the Armenian army — commit-
ted to victory — has counterattacked, we have
taken losses. We mourn our fallen, honour
their sacred memories and extend our deep-
est condolences to those they have left behind.
We are heartened by the solidarity of all

as one in facing this existential threat to our
homeland and nation.

We will defend our Hairenik at all costs.
We will show our enemies that they are at-
tacking a united nation — waging a war
against the combined power of Armenians
across every continent.

We must defeat our enemies in such a way
that Azerbaijan and Turkey will never again
dare to attack Artsakh or Armenia.

Dear compatriots,

The enemy has unleashed a war against
all Armenians.

Today, each of us is enlisted in this great
struggle, each called upon by our nation to
dedicate our full energies to this battle.

Make no mistake. This is a fight for life and
death and not only on the frontiers of Artsakh.

On the front lines, our brave Armenian sol-
diers — guided by the immortal motto of Liberty
or Death — are risking all to save our homeland.

They are not alone. They will never be

Continued on page E2

Pashinyan says 150 high-ranking Turkish military

YEREVAN—Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan, in a televised ad-
dress to the nation, said victory is
the only path for the Armenian
people and revealed that some 150
high-ranking Turkish military of-
ficials were stationed in Azerbai-
jan command centers, as the at-
tacks on Artsakh, which began a
week ago, intensified on October 3.

Saying that the Armenian
Nation is living it most decisive
moments in its millennia-old
history, Pashinyan call on all
Armenians to commit them-
selves to the cause of victory.

He explained that from 150 to
200 enemy soldiers are attacking
one military position in Artsakh,
citing official government analy-
sis. “The kinds of attacks are re-
peated several times during a day
and are supported by missile and
conventional artillery, armored
vehicles, aircrafts and UAVs.”

“According to our military,
in addition to the Azerbaijani
army units, Syrian mercenaries

officers are in Baku

and terrorists, special units of the
Turkish army are involved in the
attacks. We have information that
150 high level Turkish military of-
ficers are in different Azerbaijani
command centres and control
the military operations. What I
mentioned here show how fierce
clashes are taking place on the
frontline,” Pashinyan said.

“The resilience with which
our soldiers, officers, generals
and volunteers withstand this
heinous attack is unbelievable.
Our soldiers and volunteers
spare nothing and demonstrate
unimaginable acts of heroism,”
he said. “Today hundreds of
armoured vehicles, dozens of
airplanes and helicopters, hun-
dreds of drones of the enemy
have already been destroyed.”

He also emphasized the so-
bering realities of war, explaining
that despite military victories
over Azerbaijan, the Armed Forces
were facing fierce clashes on the
frontlines, finding themselves in

“unfavourable” situations.

He emphasized that the
Azerbaijani-Turkish criminal
armed groups do not pursue
just military or military-polit-
ical goals. It’s not only Karabagh
that has brought them here.
They have not come to just oc-
cupy territories, villages or cit-
ies. Their target is the Armen-
ian nation, their goal is the con-
tinuation of their policy of the
Armenian Genocide.

“Today I want to say that
Armenians—the citizens of
the Republic of Armenia, the
citizens of the Republic of Art-
sakh—will never again experi-
ence the death marchers of Deir
ez-Zor. Today we are united like
never before to defend our very
existence, our Homeland and
our rights,” said Pashinyan.

“This is a new Sardarabad,”
Pashinyan said, referring to the
fateful battle that ensured the
establishment of an independ-
ent Armenian Republic in 1918.

Ontario MPP Aris Babikian condemns Azeri-Turkish
aggression against Armenia and Artsakh

TORONTO—Scarborough
Agincourt MPP Aris Babikian
on September 28 condemned
the Azerbaijan and Turkish
alliance attacks on the peaceful
residents of Nagorno Karabagh
(Artsakh) and Armenia. The
unprovoked attacks caused
death and the wounding
of hundreds of civilians
and soldiers. Below is MPP
Babikian’s declaration:

This latest aggression is
part of a premeditated attempt
to undermine the Minsk Group
(headed by the United States,
France, and Russia) which intend-
ed to find a peaceful solution for
the conflict in southern Caucus-
es. Furthermore, it is an attempt
by the Azeri President to use
the Nagorno-Karabagh conflict
to whip up nationalist fervor, to
suppress internal opponents, and
divert attention from his clan’s
totalitarian and corrupt regime.

The most worrisome as-

pect of the Azeri belligerence
is Turkish President Erdogan’s
open support of Azerbaijan.
Turkey is supplying military
hardware and Syrian mercenar-
ies to boost his Azeri ally’s war.

As a Canadian, I am dis-
turbed to hear that the Turkish-
made Bayraktar TB2 drones —
which are used by Azerbaijan to
attack Armenian civilians, public
transport vehicles, schools, and
other institutions- have been
utilizing Canadian technology
in their internal components.
The Turkish drones are equipped
with Canadian-manufactured
target acquisition sensors made
by L3Harris/WESCAM.

Many media outlets- among
them the British “Guardian”
and “Reuters”, have reported
that Turkey is transporting
thousands of Syrian mercenar-
ies to the battlefronts to terror-
ize the Armenian population.

The world’s pre-eminent
expert on the region, Thomas

de Waal stated: “Armenia lacks
incentives to launch military
action now, Azerbaijan moved
in first.” He added, “For various
reasons, Azerbaijan calculates
that military action will win it
something.”

I call upon the Canadian
Government to stop supplying
Turkey with military or high-
tech components, to expel Tur-
key from NATO, suspend Turkey’s
membership in the G20 forum
and other international organiz-
ations, unless Turkey adheres to
the rule of law and respects the
sovereignty of UN member states.

President Erdogan and his ex-
pansionist policies and his grand
ambition to restore the Ottoman
Empire are a danger to World
Peace. Unless the free world alters
its appeasement policy on Tur-
key’s expansionist strategy, we
would be repeating British Prime
Minister Chamberlain’s misguided
and grave mistake on the eve of
the Second World War.
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CANADA RECOVERY CAREGIVING BENEFIT

During a press conference Deputy Prime Minister and the
Minister of Finance of Canada, Chrystia Freeland, alongside
Employment Minister Carla Qualtrough made the announce-
ment of a possible new program that will help Canadians
through the COVID-19 pandemic. A new program called the
Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit and a Canada Recovery Care-
giving Benefit were both proposed at legislature

“We landed here because this is where the country is now in
terms of the support workers need,” Employment Minister Carla
Qualtrough said. “This is spending directly on health care, on
things like vaccines, testing and therapeutics, and it is spending
on supporting Canadians as we do the necessary, but economic-
ally difficult, things we need to do to fight the virus,” she said.
“We understand the responsibility to let Parliament and Can-
adians know what we’re going to be spending the money on.

The new Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit will hope-
fully be providing $500 a week for people who have lost at
least half of their employment income in order to care for a
child under 12 for reasons related to the virus. The new Re-
covery Sickness Benefit would provide $500 per week, for up
to 2 weeks, proposed effective date of September 27, 2020 for
1 year, for workers who are unable to work because they are
sick or must self-isolate due to COVID-19.

“This is a major win. This is something we had fought
for,” said NDP Leader Mr. Singh. “We want to make sure that
paid sick leave is actually something that workers can access,”
he said. “We are still in negotiations about that.”

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS LOOKING TO EXTEND
EMERGENCY SPENDING POWERS

As we enter the second wave of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic more and more people, businesses and organizations are
looking for help. The federal government has realised this
and taken note and is working on a new plan. Ottawa has pro-
posed to be allowed to extend its emergency spending powers
throughout the rest of the year.

Some of the new programs that the government is working
on is a new plan that will make income-support programs more
inclusive and generous. Along with this and few other proposed
measures are all contained in Bill C-2, called the COVID-19 Eco-
nomic Recovery Act, that was introduced and proposed on Sep-
tember 24th, 2020, in the House of Commons.

This bill focuses on the new Canadian Recovery Benefit that
is set to give eligible Canadians $500 a week, which is up from the
original proposed $400 a week that was announced in August.
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh says this was a “big win” for Can-
adians. This Bill also proposes an extension on the emergency
powers that were granted to allow the cabinet to approve spend-
ing on any COVID-19 measure that are needed without having to
go through the traditional process that would've involved seek-
ing spending approval from Parliament.

This new bill will extend the powers, that was introduced
through legislation in early March of 2020 and authorized by
Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland, until December 30th of
2020. This bull also has a new list of items that add up to ap-
proximately $17-billion.

ONTARIO TO INVESTS $1-BILLION TO EXPAND
COVID-19 TESTING

In light of the 2nd wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
government of Ontario is looking to invest approximately
$1-billion to expand its testing capabilities across the coun-
try. This money will also be used to speed up case and contact
management.

The Minister of Health Christine Elliott made the an-
nouncement at Queen’s Park alongside Ontario Premier Doug
Ford, saying that the substantial investment will mean “more
testing locations and case and contact management resources
to trace and isolate cases” of the novel coronavirus.

“Our government has established a strong foundation for
testing and case and contact management with lab networks
capable of processing up to 40,000 daily tests,” Minister of Health
Christine Elliott said. “With this investment, we will significant-
ly expand on that capacity, improving access to testing, reducing
testing wait times and ensuring Ontarians get the results quick-
ly. This will include more testing in new locations, such as your
doctor’s office and at-home for certain home and community
care clients.” This investment according to Minister Elliott will
support long-term care homes, schools and hospital to “effect-
ively prevent, track and contain outbreaks of COVID-19.”

“We see the numbers spiking up and it’s extremely con-
cerning, and we have to act,” said Ontario Premier Doug Ford.
“We always knew that a second wave was coming, and we’ve
been preparing for months.”

Alongside this investment the government has also hired
around 500 new staff members to deal with contact tracing
and case management. Ontario is also looking to hire and

additional 500 in the following month.
ISHKHAN GHAZARIAN

Constitutional Court failed to elect new chair

YEREVAN—After three
days of discussions, members of
Armenia’s Constitutional Court
failed to elect its new chair-
person on September 26.

The position has been va-
cant ever since the Armenian
parliament enacted in June
controversial constitutional
amendments initiated by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

The amendments call for
the gradual resignation of seven
of the court’s nine judges locked
in a standoff with Pashinyan’s
political team. Three of them
had to resign with immedi-
ate effect. The constitutional
amendments also required Hra-
yr Tovmasyan to quit as court
chairman but remain a judge.

Tovmasyan and the ousted
judges consider their removal
illegal and politically motiv-
ated. They have appealed to
the European Court of Human
Rights to have them reinstated.

This did not stop the parlia-
ment controlled by Pashinyan’s
My Step bloc from electing
three new court judges earlier
this month. One of them, Yer-
vand Khundkaryan, was the
only candidate nominated for
the post of court chairman.

The nine justices spent
three days discussing prac-
tical modalities of the election
and Khundkaryan’s candidacy.
One of them, Edgar Shatiryan,
told reporters afterwards that
Khundkaryan failed to garner
at least five votes needed for
succeeding Tovmasyan as court
chairman. He said he and his col-

leagues will meet on Monday to
start the election process anew.

Shatiryan did not confirm
or deny news reports saying that
only three judges backed Khund-
karyan’s appointment and that
the six others voted against him
or did not vote at all.

Another judge, Vahe
Grigoryan, openly voiced his
opposition to the nominee when
he spoke to journalists ahead of
the vote.

Grigoryan was appointed
to the Constitutional Court one
year after the 2018 “Velvet Revo-
lution” that brought Pashinyan
to power. He was at odds with
Tovmasyan and six other court
members installed by former Ar-
menian governments.

Despite challenging
the legality of his ouster,
Tovmasyan took part in the dis-
cussions on the new court chair
held behind the closed doors. He
insisted that there is no contra-
diction between his participa-
tion and rejection of the consti-
tutional changes.

“I will continue to fight
until constitutionality in Ar-
menia on this issue is restored,”
said the former chief justice. “I
don’t know when I will succeed,
but I will keep fighting.”

Tovmasyan also said that
he will not take part in the vote
because he believes the Armen-
ian authorities have made sure
that Khundkaryan’s election
is a forgone conclusion. But he
claimed the following morning
that the authorities are now
also considering “other scenar-

ios” as well.

Khundkaryan headed the
Court of Cassation, Armenia’s
highest body of criminal and
administrative justice, until the
National Assembly approved his
appointment to one of the vacant
Constitutional Court seats. He
was nominated by a national con-
vention of judges held in August.

Several Armenian civic
groups have strongly criticized
Khundkaryan’s appointment,
saying that it will not address
what Pashinyan has repeatedly
described as a lack of public trust
in the Constitutional Court.

The critics argue that the
European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) has ruled against
Armenia in connection with
several verdicts handed down
by Khundkaryan in the past.
In particular, the Strasbourg-
based court ordered the au-
thorities in Yerevan in 2008 to
compensate the independent
TV station Al+ controversially
pulled off the air in 2002.

Pashinyan strongly de-
fended on September 16 the
choice of Khundkaryan and the
two other new judges. He said
that their critics are primarily
concerned with their own paro-
chial interests, rather than the
rule of law.

Meanwhile, representatives
of the two parliamentary op-
position parties reiterated that
they believe the recent consti-
tutional changes were enacted
in breach of other articles of the
Armenian constitution.

(RFE/RL)
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alone.

They are joined by Armenians through-
out the world, fighting in the world’s capitals
and across multiple political and informational
battlefields to protect Artsakh and Armenia.

From the very first moments of the attacks,
the ARF-Dashnaktsoutioun deployed its resources
in Armenia, Artsakh and throughout the Dias-
pora by sending trained volunteers from Armenia
to the front, launching international advocacy
campaigns, energizing the worldwide Armenian
communities in support of the homeland and
providing needed supplies and logistical support.

Thus from September 27 we immediately
started working on at least four fronts:

First — on the battlefield:

We mobilized our volunteer reservists in Ar-
menia and Artsakh, deploying them to the front
lines, under the command of Artsakh’s Defence
Forces. Our deepest respect goes to each of these
volunteers and to all those who have responded
to the call for mobilization and are today fighting
alongside our soldiers on the battlefields.

Second — in solidarity for the creation of a
worldwide united front:

We have helped foster national unity — in
words and action — recognizing that solidarity
around shared national goals has always been the
key to our survival and success.

We will continue to strengthen this unity
— inside our homeland and across our Diaspora.
Setting aside all internal issues, we will concen-
trate on the sacred defence of our homeland and
the lives of our citizens and soldiers.

Third — by expanding our struggle & sup-
port around the globe:

Our struggle is not only on the borders of
Artsakh or the airspace over Armenia. Today, we
are fighting multiple battles across global polit-

ical and informational platforms.

To affirm the truth. To fight the Azeri and
Turkish lies. To show the true genocidal inten-
tions — the murderous and merciless actions - of
Ankara and Baku.

To move international public opinion and
political leaders to confront Turkey and Azerbai-
jan, and to stand with Artsakh and Armenia.

Turkey and Azerbaijan are now further escal-
ating their attack by recruiting international ter-
rorists as paid mercenaries to wage their anti-Ar-
menian atrocities in order to turn the tide of war.

In this light, our work around the globe is
more vital than ever.

We have already begun to harvest the results
of our labours — through the non-stop advocacy
of Armenian National Committees across the
Americas, Europe, Eurasia, and the Middle East,
even within the Arab and Islamic worlds. We are
redoubling our efforts with regional powers and
the Minsk Group co-chair countries. And our
youth — on the ground in cities all over the globe
— are protesting in the streets and defending our
interests across social networks.

Fourth — with our financial support:

We have undertaken pan-Armenian fund-
raising to meet the immediate socioeconomic
needs of our army and homeland. At the same
time, we are providing also much needed supplies
— medicine, food, clothing — to our soldiers, vol-
unteers and their families.

Dear countrymen,

Our nation is in danger. Our future is at
stake. Our legacy will be written in the days and
weeks ahead.

We will — as we must — press forward and
win. We shall collectively overcome this hurdle
as well. With all our strength.

Toward our aims. Toward victory.

Long live our brave army,

Long live the Artsakh Republic,

Long live the Republic of Armenia,

Long live the Armenian people!

3 October 2020
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TRO PILIGUIAN
HONORARY PRESIDENT OF PASDERMAJIAN FOUNDATION

The Beoard of Directors of the Pasdermajian Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Tro Piliguian as Honorary President of ils Foundation.
The Board Members embrace the great privilege and honour to have worked with
Tro throughout the years.

If you have had the opportunity of working with Tro Piliguian, you immedi-
ately realize that one of his lasting achievements is his constant drive to be of ser-
vice to the Armenian Community of Montreal, and Armenians in general. In 2014,
Tro Piliguian was bestowed with the Cilician Prince medal of the Catholicosate of
the Great House of Cilicia.

Tro was born in Alexandria, Egypl, and moved to Montreal in his youth,
where he entered advertising via TV production. He spent 16 years working in ev-
ery aspect of television broadcast operations and production, first with CFCF, a large TV station
in Montreal, and then building one of Canada's premier television production facilities, Champ-
lain Productions.

In 1981, with two colleagues, he launched an ad agency in Montreal called The Acad-
emy. The shop merged with adverising giant Ogilvy & Mather in 1988, with Tro assuming the
role of Chairman of the Canadian operations. In 1984, Tro subsequently moved with his family to
Mew York where he became president of Ogilvy's New York headquarters, and, in 1997, rose to
Chairman and CEQ for the North American region.

In 2005, a new role - Chief Operating Officer - was created for the first time in the
twenty-year history of WPP Group, the world's second largest marketing services conglomerate
(and Oqgilvy & Mather's holding company). Tro was chosen for the role!

Entrepreneur best describes Tro, and it has been this bold spirit that has guided each step of his
multifaceted career.

And finally, and more importantly, is Tro's humility. Despite his executive titles and
tremendous success at leading companies, Tro has always tried to stay out of the spotlight. In
2000, he was quoted saying: “I'm not a shy person, but | ike to keep out of the limelight. I'd rather
push those people in the day-to-day out there.” This quote also explains how Tro worked within
his community!

Tro has been married to his wife Anna Pekmezian for 49 years, and has two children,
son Aris and daughter Lisa, both of whom followed his footsteps in the advertising world and
became conduits in linking his business and community worlds.

Tro's experience in the business world, complemented by his commitment to the Ar-
menian community, his dedication to our Armenian schools, specifically “Tro & Anna Piliguian®
Saturday School of Sourp Hagop Armenian Church, and his outstanding service to the Pasder-
majian Foundation, have been an invaluable asset not only to the Foundation, but to each and
every person with whom he has inferacted.

As Honorary President to the Pasdermajian Foundation, Tro will continue to attend the
meetings of the Foundation at his convenience and discretion.

We wish Tro our sincere best wishes for continued health and happiness.

Board of Directors Pasdermajian Foundation
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Arayik Harutyunyan au front
prenant le café avec les soldats

STEPANAKERT—Arayik
Haryunyan le président de la
République de I'Artsakh qui était
parti le 3 octobre au matin au
front pour «apporter ma contri-
bution» comme il a déclaré, était
aux premieres lignes le lende-
main, en compagnie des soldats
qui brillent par leurs actes hé-
roiques. Des soldats qui avaient
infligé la veille de tres lourdes
pertes a 'ennemi.

En compagnie des soldats,
Arayik Harutyunyan a posté le ma-
tin une photo avec le commentaire:
«Bonjour du front, je bois le meilleur
café préparé par les soldats en com-
pagnie de nos garcons.

Avant de partir pour les pre-
miéres lignes, le Président Araik
Haroutiounian d’Artsakh a lancé
un émouvant message a 'armée,
dont voici quelques extraits:

«Aujourd’hui va décider de
notre avenir, de notre droit a
vivre sur cette terre (...). Ce que
nous allons faire aujourd’hui
doit s’inscrire dans la continui-
té de notre histoire millénaire
et du travail de nos ancétres.
Car nous sommes arrivés a un
moment crucial de Ihistoire de
notre conquéte du droit a avoir
ou pas une patrie. Aujourd’hui,
il nous faut étre conscients qu'’il
dépend de chacun de nous non
seulement de défendre ce droit,
mais de définir dans quelle me-
sure nous sommes un peuple
qui a vocation a exister sur cette
terre en tant que peuple et en
tant que peuple doté d’une terre.

Je veux que vous fassiez
tous votre devoir et que vous

continuiez a vivre sur ce sol en
tant que dignes fils de la patrie,
que vous réalisiez les opérations
militaires avec un minimum
de pertes. Soyez-siirs que nous
vaincrons. Nous avons vécu
des jours plus difficiles en 1992,
lorsque nous avions perdu une
grande partie du territoire et
que l'adversaire était aux portes
d’Askéran, Stépanakert, Gan-
dzassar, Martouni et Karmir
Chouka. A I’époque, nous avons
réussi, et nous réussirons encore
aujourd’hui. Nous n’avions pas
seulement réussi, nous avions
vaincu, et pas seulement vaincu :
nous avions gagné le droit a avoir
un pays libre. Aujourd’hui, c’est
ce droit de nos enfants a vivre
dans un pays libre, c’est leur ave-
nir, leur destin qui va se jouer.

Je veux que nous jugions
de la situation avec sang-froid
et justesse et que nous sachions
que nous avons une mission
d’ordre apostolique a accomplir
envers eux et les anciens.

Quelques heures aupara-
vant, j’ai rencontré un grand
groupe de yézidis. Eux aussi
sont en premiére ligne et dé-
fendent, comme nous, terre et
patrie. La communauté interna-
tionale aussi a pris conscience
du grand mal (tcharik) qui est
apparu dans la région il y a
quelques jours, du grand danger
international qui menace.

Je serai avec vous jusqu’au
bout, n’en doutez pas, au nom
de la patrie, au nom de notre
avenirl»

(Armenews)

Le ministere arménien des
Affaires étrangeres a rappelé
I'ambassadeur arménien en Israél

EREVAN—Le Ministére des
affaires étrangéres de la Répu-
blique d’Arménie a décidé de
rappeler 'Ambassadeur d’Armé-
nie en Israél pour consultations
aannoncé la porte-parole du mi-
nistre des Affaires étrangeres de
la République d’Arménie, Anna
Naghdalyan, lors d’une confé-
rence de presse du ler octobre.

«Le ministére arménien des
Affaires étrangeres a clairement
exprimé sa position sur la livrai-
son d’armées par Israél a 'Azer-
baidjan. Cette question est en per-
marnence a l'ordre du jour de nos
rencontres. La livraison d’armes
modernes par Israél a 'Azerbaid-

jan est pour nous inadmissible,
et par les voies diplomatiques
nous avons a de nombreuses re-
prises exprimées a nos collegues
israéliens sur cela et cela sur-
tout lorsque I’Azerbaidjan avec le
soutien de la Turquie réalise une
agression de grande envergure
contre 'Artsakh et 'Arménie. La
partie israélienne continue de
livrer des armes a ’Azerbaidjan,
pour nous cet élément est inad-
missible. En conséquence, le mi-
nistére des Affaires étrangeres a
décidé de rappeler '’Ambassadeur
d’Arménie afin de sentretenir» a
déclaré Anna Naghdalyan.

(Armenews)

Des milliers d’'arméniens manifestent a Montréal

MONTREAL—Les couleurs éclatantes du
drapeau arménien qui ont envahi le square
Dorchester, au centre-ville de Montréal,
étaient bien visibles le 4 octobre en aprés-midi.
Environ 3000 membres de la diaspora armé-
nienne se sont réunis pour exiger du premier
ministre Justin Trudeau une «condamnation
ferme» des attaques de I’Azerbaidjan sur I'Ar-
ménie et du role de la Turquie dans ce conflit.

Aux abords du square Dorchester, une
vingtaine de policiers a vélo rappelaient aux
protestataires le port du masque obligatoire
aux quatre coins du petit parc. Lendroit dé-
borde: des familles entiéres continuaient de
se joindre a la foule une heure apres le dé-
but de la manifestation. Les consignes sani-
taires étaient toutefois respectées, ont assuré
quelques policiers sur place.

«On veut envoyer un message au gouver-
nement canadien. Il faut condamner I’Azer-
baidjan. [...] Le Haut-Karabagh est une nation
arménienne qui a le droit a la paix et a I'indé-
pendance», a clamé d’emblée Hrag Jinjinian,
membre exécutif du Comité national armé-
nien, qui organise le rassemblement.

Lorganisation appelle aussi le gouverne-
ment canadien a ne plus vendre d’armes a la
Turquie. «Le fait que la Turquie soit impliquée
dans cette guerre, ¢a nous fait peur.»

«ON NE VEUT PAS QUE L'HISTOIRE SE REPETE»

«Artsakh Strong», «1915 Never Again» et
«Armenian Lives Matter», pouvait-on lire sur
les affiches portées a bout de bras par de nom-

breux manifestants.

«Dans I'histoire, le monde entier est resté
silencieux quand le peuple arménien se fai-
sait massacrer. On ne veut pas que ’histoire
se répéte», s'inquiétait Anna Boshyan, accom-
pagnée de son fils Robert. Le garcon de 11 ans
a joint sa voix aux slogans, enveloppé par un
immense drapeau arménien.

«Quand on lit les journaux, c’est comme si
le Haut-Karabagh appartenait a I’Azerbaidjan,
mais ce n'est pas vrai», pense-t-elle.

Sa voix s’est nouée quand elle a évoqué les
bombardements qui sévissent depuis une se-
maine. «Le Canada a de bonnes relations avec
I’Arménie, on le répeéte souvent. 1l est impor-
tant que le gouvernement canadien dénonce
ce qui se passe. On ne veut pas juste de bonnes
relations en temps de paix, on les veut en
temps de guerre aussi».

Hratch Chitilian est insatisfait de la ré-
ponse du gouvernement Trudeau, qu’il juge
insuffisante. Il s’est présenté avec sa femme
et leurs trois enfants. «On ne peut pas rester
silencieux en voyant ce qui se passe. C’est im-
portant pour moi que mes enfants le sachent,
et le fait de voir beaucoup de familles ici me
confirme que je ne suis pas le seul».

Les combats entre arméniens et azerbaid-
janais durent depuis une semaine et se sont
intensifiés samedi au Haut-Karabagh. Depuis
le début des hostilités le 27 septembre, on rap-
porte un peu plus de 240 morts dans le conflit.

MAYSSA FERAH
(La Presse, avec 'AFP)

Les bombardements s’'intensifient en Artsakh
ALIEV EXIGE DES EXCUSES DE ... PACHINIAN

STEPANAKERT—LAzerbaid-
jan a réclamé le 4 octobre le re-
trait arménien du Nagorny Ka-
rabagh ou les bombardements
sur les zones urbaines se sont
intensifiés, suscitant I'inquié-
tude pour les civils, au huitiéme
jour de combats entre forces
indépendandistes arméniennes
et armée azerbaidjanaise.

«Je n'ai qu'une seule condi-
tion» pour un cessez-le-feu, a
déclaré le président azerbaid-
janais Ilham Aliev, dans un dis-
cours télévisé a la nation, dif-
fusé dans la soirée.

«Les forces armées (armé-
niennes, ndlr) doivent quitter
nos territoiresy, a-t-il lancé, de-
mandant également que le Pre-
mier ministre arménien Nikol
Pachinian «présente ses excuses
devant le peuple azerbaidja-
nais» et «dise que le Karabagh,

Macron réclame

BRUXELLES—Le président
frangais Emmanuel Macron, qui
a dénoncé I'ingérence de groupes
jihadistes dans le conflit du
Nagorny Karabagh, va appeler
le président turc Recep Tayyip
Erdogan pour lui réclamer «des
explicationsy, a-t-il annoncé le 2
octobre, appelant I'Otan a «regar-
der en face» les actions d’Ankara,
membre de I'alliance. «Selon nos
propres renseignements, 300
combattants ont quitté la Syrie
pour rejoindre Bakou en pas-
sant par Gaziantep (Turquie). Ils
sont connus, tracés, identifiés,
ils viennent de groupes jiha-
distes qui opérent dans la région
d’Alepy, a-t-il dit a la presse lors
du sommet de I'UE a Bruxelles.
«D’autres contingents se pré-
parent, a peu pres de la méme
taille (...) Une ligne rouge est
franchie (...) cest inacceptable», a
averti le président francais.

Les combats se sont intensi-

ce n'est pas ’Arménie.

Tout au long de la journée, les
deux camps ont multiplié les dé-
clarations belliqueuses tandis que
les bombardements se sont inten-
sifiés, visant notamment la capi-
tale indépendantiste Stepanakert
la deuxiéme ville d’Azerbaidjan.

Face a «la hausse du nombre
des victimes au sein de la popu-
lation civile», le chef de la diplo-
matie russe Serguel Lavrov a
exprimé sa «préoccupation» et
réitéré son appel a «un cessez-
le-feu au plus vite».

Depuis le 2 octobre, Stepa-
nakert est la cible de frappes
d’artillerie, for¢ant la popula-
tion a se terrer. Dimanche, les
tirs de roquettes d’intensité re-
doublée ont touché son centre
et la périphérie, selon des jour-
nalistes de I’AFP.

Dans I'aprés-midi, Chouchi,

une ville de 4.000 habitants, a
été a son tour atteinte par des
tirs azerbaidjanais.

BOMBES DANS LA COUR

Le dirigeant du Nagorny Ka-
rabagh, Araiyk Haroutiounian, a
annoncé qu'en représailles aux
frappes sur Stepanakert, des
infrastructures militaires ins-
tallées dans les «grandes villes»
d’Azerbaidjan, situées a une
plus grande distance du front,
avaient été prises pour cible.

Dans la soirée, les combats se
poursuivaient «sur toute la ligne
de front», 'armée du Nagorny Ka-
rabagh ayant repoussé une nou-
velle offensive azerbaidjanaise,
selon la porte-parole du minis-
tere arménien de la Défense,
Chouchan Stepanian.

Suite a la page F2

«des explications» a la Turquie et

interpelle I'Otan

fiés la veille dans la région du Na-
gorny Karabagh malgré de nou-
veaux appels au cessez-le-feu.
Ce territoire en majorité peuplé
d’arméniens avait fait sécession
de I'’Azerbaidjan, entrainant une
guerre au début des années 1990
qui avait fait 30.000 morts.

Depuis le 27 septembre,
les forces de I’enclave sépara-
tiste, soutenue par I’Arménie,
et celles de ’Azerbaidjan s’af-
frontent dans les combats les
plus meurtriers depuis 2016.
Or, la Turquie est la plus fidele
alliée de I’Azerbaidjan.

La France fait partie avec la
Russie et les Etats-Unis du «groupe
de Minsk» chargé d’'une médiation
dans ce conflit. «J’appellerai le pré-
sident Erdogan dans les tout pro-
chains jours parce queen tant que
coprésident du groupe de Minsk je
considere que Ceest la responsabi-
lité de la France de demander des
explications», a martelé Emma-

nuel Macron a Bruxelles.

«J’invite 'ensemble des par-
tenaires de I’Otan a regarder
simplement en face ce qu'est un
comportement de membre de
’'Otan : je ne pense pas que ¢a en
relévey, a-t-il dit.

Les 27 ont estimé le 2 oc-
tobre qu’ «il ne peut y avoir
aucune solution militaire au
conflit, ni aucune ingérence» au
conflit du Nagorny Karabagh,
dans leurs conclusions de la
premiére journée du sommet.

Moscou avait fait état deux
jours auparavant d’informations
similaires a celles d’'Emmanuel
Macron. La Russie, puissance
régionale qui entretient des re-
lations cordiales avec les deux
républiques ex-soviétiques, s'est
montrée également inquiéte du
role de la Turquie, concurrent
géopolitique mais avec qui elle a
des relations pragmatiques.

(AFP)




L'Artsakh appelle la communauté
internationale a sa reconnaissance

Déclaration du Ministere des affaires étrangéres de la République
d’Artsakh sur I'appel conjoint des présidents des pays coprésidents du

Groupe de 'OSCE a Minsk:

Nous nous félicitons de la dé-
claration conjointe des présidents
des pays coprésidents du Groupe
de Minsk de 'OSCE — Fédération
de Russie, Ftats-Unis et France,
condamnant fermement l’esca-
lade de la violence dans la zone
de conflit entre I’Azerbaidjan et
le Karabagh et appelant a la fin
immédiate des hostilités. Cette dé-
claration des dirigeants des trois
pays — membres permanents du
Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU a en-
fin consolidé la position collective
de la communauté internationale
sur I'inadmissibilité du recours a
la force, précédemment exprimée
par tous les membres du Conseil
de sécurité de I'ONU, le secrétaire
Général de I'ONU, le Secrétaire
Général du Conseil de I’Europe,
le Président en exercice de '0OSCE
et les chefs d’Ftat et de gouverne-
ment de ['Union européenne.

[..]
L'Azerbaidjan et la Turquie
persistent non seulement dans
leur refus de suivre les appels de
la communauté internationale
en faveur d’un cessez-le-feu
immédiat, mais ils accroissent
également systématiquement
et délibérément 'intensité des
hostilités. UArmée de défense
de I'Artsakh, qui lutte actuelle-
ment aussi contre le terrorisme
international, continuera de
prendre toutes les mesures né-
cessaires pour forcer ’Azerbaid-
jan a mettre fin aux hostilités,
contribuant ainsi aux efforts
internationaux visant a rétablir
la paix dans la région. La Répu-

blique d’Artsakh continuera de
mener une politique de sécurité
responsable visant a assurer et
arenforcer la paix et la stabilité
régionales a long terme.

Dans le méme temps, nous
pensons que dans une situation
ou ’Azerbaidjan et la Turquie
concluent une alliance militaire
ouverte avec des organisations
terroristes, qui sont interdites
par le monde civilisé, les me-
sures collectives de 'ensemble
de la communauté internatio-
nale, y compris celles de nature
coercitive, sont impérativement
nécessaires pour mettre fin
aux actes illégaux d’Ankara et
de Bakou, qui constituent une
menace pour ’ensemble de la
communauté mondiale.

A cet égard, nous soulignons
a nouveau que la reconnaissance
internationale de I'indépendance
de la République d’Artsakh per-
mettra non seulement la fin
immédiate de I’agression, mais
exclura également la possibilité de
sa répétition a I’avenir. La recon-
naissance internationale de la Ré-
publique d’Artsakh est un résultat
inévitable et logique du processus
de réglement, qui n'est pas remis
en question par la communauté
internationale, puisque I'indépen-
dance de I'Artsakh a une base juri-
dique solide, légitime et équitable.
Plus t&t commencera le processus
de reconnaissance internationale
de la République d’Artsakh, plus
tot la paix tant attendue et du-
rable arrivera dans la région.

(Armenews)

Alexander Lapshin a démenti la prise de Madaghis

INTERNET—Le blogueur
bien connu, le journaliste
Alexander Lapshin, qui figurait
sur la liste noire de Bakou en
raison de sa visite au Haut-Kara-
bagh, a publié le 3 septembre un
article sur Facebook, faisant ré-
férence aux derniers développe-
ments du conflit du Karabagh.

«Parfois, jai le sentiment
qu'llham Aliev est maintenu
complétement isolé dans le palais
présidentiel, il n’est pas du tout
conscient de ce qui se passe. Ma

confiance dans les médias azer-
baidjanais est presque nulle, mais
quand j’ai lu sur haqqgin.az qu'ils
avaient capturé le village de Mata-
ghis, je me suis inquiété. Ce village
est situé sur une autre route clé
de Talish. Et je connais plusieurs
familles a Talish. Ont-ils réelle-
ment des problémes? J’ai appelé
et entendu une voix joyeuse me
demandant comment j’allais. Moi?
Oui, je vais bien, comment vas-tu?
Ils disent qu’il y a des fusillades
partout, de nombreuses maisons

sont endommagées, mais elles
perdurent. Les enfants ont été
emmenés, les adultes ont été lais-
sés. Hier, les azerbaidjanais sont
presque entrés dans un village,
étaient a proximité, mais main-
tenant tout va bien, Tout va bien
avec Mataghis aussi, personne ne
I’a capturé. Je vous dis que les mé-
dias azéris écrivent que leur vil-
lage a été occupé et méme rebap-
tisé Sutovusha. Ils rient la-basy, a
écrit Alexander Lapshin.

(Armenews)

BOMBARDEMENTS...

suite de la page F1

Les indépendantistes ont an-
noncé le 4 octobre avoir «détruit»
I’aéroport de la deuxieme plus
grande agglomération azerbaid-
janaise, Gandja, ce que 'Azerbaid-
jan a démenti, affirmant que des
civils avaient été tués.

D’autres villes azerbaidja-
naises ont été frappées, selon Ba-
kou: Horadiz, Beylagan et Terter.

Azerbaidjanais et armé-
niens, qui démentent systéma-
tiquement les succés militaires
annoncées par le camp ennemi,
s'accusent aussi mutuellement
de viser des civils.

Une habitante de Beylagan,
interrogée par I’AFP, a raconté
que sa maison avait été en par-
tie détruite la veille.

«J’étais en train de cuire
le pain quand j’ai entendu des
explosions, j'ouvre la porte et je
vois des bombes tomber dans la
cour», a expliqué cette femme.

SUCCES ET DEMENTIS

Comme les jours précé-
dents, les deux camps reven-
diquaient divers succes sur le
champ de bataille.

LAzerbaidjan a affirmé avoir
grievement blessé le président de
la république auto-proclamée et
pris Jebrail, une ville azerbaidja-
naise de 9.000 habitants contrdlée
depuis les années 1990 par les in-
dépendandistes arméniens bien
que située hors du territoire du
Karabagh. La partie arménienne
a démenti ces deux annonces.

La présidence du Karabagh
aassuré que son armée «contro-
lait totalement la situation dans
toutes les directions.

Le Premier ministre armé-
nien Nikol Pachinian a estimé
quant a lui la veille que ’Armé-
nie faisait face au «moment
peut-étre le plus décisif de son
histoire» contemporaine.

A Erevan, la capitale, de
nombreux habitants sont allés
allumer des cierges a I’église
Saint Sarkis. «Je suis venue
demander la paix a Dieu, pour
notre pays et nos soldats», a ra-
conté une érevanaise, Aytsemik
Melikian.

LE BILAN S’ALOURDIT
Le Nagorny Karabagh, majo-

ritairement peuplé d’Arméniens,
a fait sécession de I’Azerbaidjan
a la chute de I’'URSS, entralnant
une guerre au début des années
1990 qui a fait 30.000 morts. Le
front y est quasiment gelé depuis
malgré des heurts réguliers.

Les deux camps s'accusent de
la reprise des hostilités le 27 sep-
tembre, une crise parmi les plus
graves, sinon la plus grave, depuis
le cessez-le-feu de 1994, faisant
craindre une guerre ouverte entre
I’Arménie et 'Azerbaidjan.

Le bilan des morts, toujours
tres partiel Bakou ne communi-
quant pas ses pertes militaires,
s'est alourdi a 251: 209 combat-
tants indépendantistes, 18 civils
du Karabagh et 24 civils azer-
baidjanais. Mais chaque partie
affirme avoir tué plus de deux
mille soldats ennemis.

Un conflit direct entre ces
deux ex-républiques soviétiques
du Caucase pourrait avoir des
conséquences imprévisibles,
plusieurs puissances étant en
concurrence dans la région: la
Russie, le traditionnel arbitre
régional, la Turquie, alliée a
I’Azerbaidjan, ou encore I'Iran.

(AFP)
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Dr. Ru rt Abdalian
asfroenterology

Dr. Mari Marinosyan
New Family Docfor

Dr. Omayma Fouda

Family Physician

Dr. H. Kavazanjian

Family Physician

Dr. . Manhas

Family Physician
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