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S IRZ

the essence of mediterranean gourmet
since1989

At ARZ Fine Foods the exotic and traditional Middle East meets
contemporary and curious West. Arz Bakery, brought
innovation to the middle-eastern food, and presented

the best recipes to the Canadian community.

www.arzfinefoods.com

1909 Lawrence Avenue East, Scarborough, ON. M1R 2Y6
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The life of a Martyr
VERY REVEREND FATHER SOUREN KALEMIAN

V. Rev. Fr. Souren Kalemian was born in Koushna
(Arapgir) in 1884. His baptismal name was Boghos. He
was a graduate of Armash. He came to Broussa at a
young age and attended the French school for cultivating
silkk-worm. In 1901 he entered the Seminary of Armash
and became the student of Arch. Yeghishé Tourian.

In 1905 he was ordained deacon by Arch.
Maghakia Ormanian. After completing the curriculum of
the seminary, he was ordained celibate priest on May 31
1909, by Bishop Sdepanos Hovagimian (prelate of
Nigomidia), and was renamed Rev. Fr. Souren.

Arch. Maghakia Ormanian has given the following
information about him in his autobiography:

...He was a member of the class formed during
Tourian’s term. I gave them the rank of deacon. Their
ordination to priesthood was performed after my term as
patriarch. It was recommended to the prelate of
Nigomidia, Hovagimian, to go to the monastery and to
ordain them, which he did.

In the book 'Armashou Tebrevanki 25-amia
Hopelianin Aritov’ (On the Occasion of the 25" Anniversary
of Armash Seminary), we read some additional
information on this subject.

...The three deacons of the seventh grade, whose
ordination was delayed due to the federal and national
disturbances of 1908, were ordained celibate priests on
May 31 1909 and were renamed:

* Deacon Boghos Kalemian ( V. Rev. Fr. Souren)

* Deacon Vahram Nazaretian ( V. Rev. Fr. Vahram)

- Deacon Kegham Teveklian ( V. Rev. Fr. Kegham)

During the last year of his studies, he collaborated
with his classmates and prepared a dissertation,
“Bashdoneoutiun Hay Yegeghetsvo” (Personnel of the
Armenian Church), which he presented as his thesis.

In 1910 he was assigned to be preacher of St.
Garabed (Forerunner) Church in Sgudar. Later, he taught
religion in the ‘Azkayin Getronagan Varjaran’ (Central
National School) in Ghalatia. In 1910, the editors of the
weekly Dadjar wrote in their column titled ‘Azkayin Giank’
(National Life):

We are happy to find out that after the
resignation of V. Rev. Fr. Knel, the teaching of religion has
been entrusted to V. Rev. Fr. Souren Kalemian, a fellow
worker of Dadjar. The young priest from Armash has the
enthusiasm typical of his youth, along with a circumspect
seriousness and an inquisitive mind so uncharacteristic to
his age. The board of the ‘Getronagan’ is to be
commended for their choice.

In 1911 he was elected prelate of the diocese of
Paghesh by the National Representative Assembly of

BY ARCHBISHOP PAPKEN TCHARIAN
TRANSLATED BY TAMAR TOPJIAN DER-OHANNESSIAN

Paghesh (Bitlis). Immediately after his election and based
on the decision of the Religious Council, he received
doctorate degree (Dzayrakoun) from Bishop Maghakia
Derounian.

On the occasion of V. Rev. Fr. Souren’s election,
the editors of Dadjar expressed their joy and made the
following greetings:

...The leaders of the community of Paghesh
showed a commendable and cognizant attitude by
consolidating their votes on His Grace, who is a graduate
of Armash and who has the enthusiastic energy of youth
along with the seriousness and circumspection of a
clergyman. These are traits which our readers have
noticed in his writings.

... We wish energy and total success to our
colleague in the difficult job he is undertaking. Clergymen
like him will be very useful in the province where our
suffering people need enthusiastic and selfless, as well as
serious and circumspect prelates.

V. Rev. Fr. Souren remained as prelate of Paghesh
for four years, until 1915, the date of his martyrdom.
During the hazardous period in the three years of his
tenure he had a far-reaching and productive time. He had
barely assumed the office of prelate when he was faced
with a treacherous situation. He received news of crime
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and murder, especially from the region of Khouyt. He
made serious requests to the authorities to investigate the
situation and to arrest and punish the criminals
appropriately. He sent several telegrams to the
patriarchate of Constantinople asking for their
intervention and to obtain the safety measures needed for
the province of Paghesh. Thus, for example, he wrote
the following letter to the patriarchate, dated May 31
1911: “... The governor went to the site of the latest
killings with two troops of soldiers. We are waiting for the
proper measures to be taken. We have also undertaken
investigations on our part. We have put the details about
the murders in the mail.” When he heard that the
criminals were arrested by the authorities, he sent the
following report to the patriarchate: “The governor went
to the location of the crime with two troops of soldiers.
He arrested the infamous thief Haji Eomer who is now in
jail. He has also arrested seven other bandits...” Despite
his brave stance during those sad incidents and his stern
messages, V. Rev. Fr. Souren was able to develop friendly
relations with high-placed government officials and
responsible employees and commanded their respect. He
also worked relentlessly to organize the schools. He
invited talented teachers from Constantinople, and most
importantly, he improved the budget of the schools. He
revived the four monasteries in the province of Paghesh,
and helped them flourish. He made a great impression on
the people. The four monasteries were: ‘Amrdolou
(Amlortvo) St. Hovhannes’ which was in the city, as well
as ‘Komats’, ‘Avekhou’ and ‘Khentragadar’ which were
christened Holy Asdvadzadzin (Mother of God).

In their 1911 edition, the editorial staff of the
Dadjar weekly wrote with satisfaction in the column titled
‘Azkayin Gianke’ (The National Life) about the diocesan
activities of V. Rev. Fr. Souren, based on various letters
sent to them:

...Letters we have received speak highly about the
diocesan work done by the young Armash graduate. He
had barely assumed his office when he came face to face
with the appalling crime in Khouyt, and the reports and
telegrams he sent to the patriarchate can be considered
as criteria of his work. Despite the bold stand he took on
this issue, V. Rev. Fr. Souren was able to establish very
cordial relations with the highly placed officials of the local
government, which, we are certain is no mean feat for
securing the well-being of his people. On the other hand,
he was able to leave a deep impression on the Armenian
people and inspired their respect. Education being a
priority for him, he has united the schools, has put
together a fine budget, and has invited teachers from
Constantinople. He has also united the four monasteries,
which has left a very good impression. These are
satisfactory reports, and we are certain that after
establishing their veracity, the Executive Council will
encourage him, inspiring in him more enthusiasm and
passion. It is desirable that all the young, fresh and
cultivated elements of the Armenian clergy willingly
devote themselves to comfort the deep suffering of the
people in the provinces.

In 1914 he received a certificate for episcopal
ordination from the National Representative Assembly of

Paghesh, as an appreciation of his altruistic devotion. But
he did not have the good-fortune to attain that high rank
because of the unexpected onset of the treacherous
incidents. He was deported with his people and martyred.

The good news of his receiving the certificate was
reported in the 1914 edition of the weekly Dadjar:

...The Representative Assembly of Paghesh has
given a Bishop's certificate to the prelate, V. Rev. Fr.
Souren, for his devoted work during the three years of
crisis. That certificate has been sent to the Central
Executive Council for endorsement. A reporter wrote: “...
In addition to the achievements in establishing the security
of his parish, V. Rev. Fr. Souren has also been
instrumental in the advancement of the educational
program. While previously there were only six schools in
73 villages, he was able to increase that number to forty-
one. He was able to build a beautiful building in the city,
which has an annual income of fifty-seven Ottoman gold-
coins. On the other hand, despite his very firm requests,
he was still able to inspire the respect of the government
and to establish a cordial relationship with it.

With the declaration of the First World War, the
Turkish government ordered military conscription in
August of 1914. The Armenian youth of Paghesh, men
20-50 years of age went to serve. The Armenian
population of Paghesh also complied with loyalty and
placed all its wealth at the service of the Turkish
government. The patriarch of Constantinople, Arch.
Zaven Yeghiayan, acting upon the decision of the Joint
Assembly, distributed flyers urging everyone “to be vigilant
and to help and abet the Ottoman Government, to
undertake all kinds of sacrifice for the ultimate good of the
fatherland and to promote good relations with our non-
Armenian neighbors. In addition to financial aid, we must
advise the people, no matter how unfamiliar they might
be with military life, not to spare their lives, if the
fatherland needs it. Thus the Armenians have to remain
loyal to the Ottoman government.” Despite all that, the
Turkish government started implementing its plan of
annihilating the Armenians, accusing them of disloyalty to
the government.

The prelate of Paghesh, V. Rev. Fr. Souren, wrote
the following to the patriarch of Constantinople,
Archbishop Zaven Yeghiayan, on October 13% 1914, in his
letter No. 128:

On the 8™ of this month we received a letter from
the prelacy of Garin, whereby we were informed that
there was a rumor in the local government circles of Garin
alleging that Armenian armed bands had formed ‘chetes’
and were attacking Moslem villages.

These rumors have become a pretext in the
hands of the local authorities to treat the Armenians with
distrust, and as Bishop Sempad (Saadetian) has written in
the mentioned letter, more than a hundred Armenians
have been arrested in the regions of Garin and Pasen.
These rumors caught us by surprise, because until now
there have never been ‘chetes’, attacks, etc. in our
diocese. On the contrary, like everywhere else,
Armenians in our diocese have not spared their lives and
possessions, and will never do so, for the service of the
government, with the utter loyalty of a citizen.
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We explained the absolute deceitfulness of this
news and the loyalty of the Armenians, giving pertinent
proof, and asked Bishop Sempad to translate our letter
and to talk to whom it may concern.

The bishop mentioned in our letter that more than
250 Armenian soldiers had crossed over from Van to
Russia with their weapons. Our prelacy, especially in
today’s circumstances, is in constant contact with our
neighboring prelacies, such as Van, and we have no
information, official or unofficial, about this incident.
Therefore we informed the Bishop that this news was
false.

With a second letter bearing the same date, V.
Rev. Fr. Souren wrote to the patriarchate of
Constantinople on the same subject. In the letter, he first
reported that three policemen were killed in Mush, and
the killers were Armenians. The governor of Paghesh
went to Mush to arrest and punish the criminals. When
the governor returned to Paghesh V. Rev. Fr. Souren met
with him and had a lengthy conversation regarding this
incident.

"Upon the governor's return from Mush, and at
his special invitation, we had a long meeting. Despite our
insistence that the crime was the act of a few, and that
one must not generalize such events, and despite all kinds
of attestations that the Armenians were since the
beginning citizens loyal to the government, we are sorry
to say that our governor, who had attained his office by
luck and not by merit, wanted by sheer spitefulness to
depict all the Armenians to be disloyal.”

The Turkish government was preparing for the
implementation of Genocide on all levels. First, it tried to
exterminate the strong armed forces. All the young men
who were in military service were decimated brutally by
ruthless Turkish and Kurdish soldiers. Survivors of the
calamity in Paghesh wrote:

When the World War was declared, all the
Armenian young men aged 21-45 were drafted into the
army, disregarding the restrictions of age, and the pleas
of the sick and the disabled. When the Turkish-Russian
confrontations started, they were all sent to the front and
were systematically massacred. Those not hit in the head
by a bullet, were delivered to the Turkish soldiers, who
took them a half-hour distance from the army and
massacred them.

... Thus it continued destroying the whole armed
Armenian youth. ‘Chete’ bands were formed from the
bloodthirsty criminals of the Turkish and Kurdish people,
and those who joined were given clemency from old and
new indictments and from military service. The Turks
rushed to participate in these groups, who would
eventually destroy the homes of the Armenians.

In the beginning of June of 1915 the number of
arrests increased gradually and by the end of the same
month groups of 700 persons chained together were
taken about one hour’s distance from the city, to the
valleys and gardens of Altoun Khalber and Tashkhonts
Sefer, to be looted, skinned and axed to death by Turkish
policemen.

The governor of Paghesh, Moustafa Abdul-Khalif

Bey, was the chief organizer of this massacre. He gave a
speech in the presence of Tukish notables and stressed
the necessity of the total eradication of the Armenians in
the provinces, for the future security of Turkey.

Teotig has described the ferocity of the governor
of Paghesh, Abdul-Khalif in a poignant report:

...The governor was Abdul-Khalif, and the brutality
of his acts has no limits. The Armenians in the city and
the more than seventy neighboring villages are completely
annihilated, mostly in a location called ‘Arabi Garmounj’,
about one hour away from the city. The women have
been raped, the men clubbed, stabbed and axed to death,
the children drowned in the river, and the officers of the
church were subjected to unspeakable torture before
being martyred.

On June 22" 1915, the same governor, Mustafa
Abdul-Khalif, invited the young and active prelate of
Paghesh, the pastor of the Evangelical church, Rev.
Vartanian, and the activist, Armenag Tsokhigian, for a
consultation and to investigate the situation. But when
they arrived there, they realized that they were going to
their deaths. And indeed, after a short time they were
arrested and martyred.

This was the life, career and martyrdom of the
young and passionate prelate, V. Rev. Fr. Souren.
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One Hundred and Five Years of Genocide

As we enter the month of April, as the snow melts
into Spring, as the days are stretched longer and shine
brighter, Armenians around the world prepare for the
commemoration of the Armenian Genocide. They will take
the opportunity to grieve their loss, pay their respects to
their ancestors and assert their survival and resilience, as
they have done for the past decades.

I believe that we live in strange and wondrous
times, that our lives today participate in a fantastic
moment of transition in the history of the world. It is hard
to believe how fast, how drastically technology has
evolved over the past two decades, in the past year,
alone. Today, information technologies allow us to have
access to any event in any part of the world in real-time.
We receive live updates, earthquakes, wildfires, floods,
suicide bomber, car crash, virus, death tolls — death tolls
rising — and we go on about our business, we are afraid,
it never stops.

The question which interests me, the one which
animated my post-graduate studies is How can one talk
about the Armenian genocide today? Or, more
problematically, Should one (still) talk about the Armenian
genocide today? Considering the very real tragedies that
are part of our everyday lives, considering how many
disasters will occur today, in our world, considering the
infinite number of contradictory, complementary and
competing memories which coexist within the inheritors of
different crises, wars and genocides, within one world,
country, city, home — considering that there are genocidal
policies in place in different countries around the world
right now, is it ethical to claim space and attention to talk
about an event which occured over a century ago, in a
faraway land? Considering that I am writing these very
words on unceded land, do I have a right to petition your

By Lelag Vosguian

time and energy to tell you about my victims, my
ancestors who are long dead and gone, instead of taking
this opportunity, now that I do have your attention, to
raise awareness on current, ongoing crimes against
humanity?

This is the part where I quote Adolf Hitler who, on
August 22" 1939, in Obersalzberg, right before the
invasion of Poland, promised total impunity to his officers
by posing Who, after all, speaks today of the annihilation
of the Armenian people? In fact, the quasi-totality of books
and articles I have read about the Armenian genocide
give, at one point or another, a version of this quote. The
message is clear: there is a causal effect between the
lack of response in 1918, and Hitler’s ability to carry out
his genocidal policies; and it is imperative to realize that
the Armenian genocide did set a weighty and substantial
precedent, which participated in the creation of a world
where, henceforth, the Holocaust could happen. This
conjecture implies that the Holocaust might have been
prevented had the perpetrators of the Armenian genocide
been subjected to a thorough trial, followed by judgment,
retribution and memorialization; it concludes that
recognition and reparation are essential not only for the
Armenian and Turkish people, but also for the world at
large, for History to come.

We are in 2020, we have a unique perspective on
the past century, and it is time to complicate this
conjecture. While it is true that the methods used by the
Young Turks served as a model for the Nazi regime, while
it is necessary to establish a link between the two cases,
the conclusion we tend to draw from Adolf Hitler’s
“Armenian quote” is no longer persuasive on its own.
From our vantage point, we know that despite the
prototypal process which followed the Shoah — official

How can Turks interact with the world when they remain
executioner-negationists, and can Turkey ever hope to be recognized and
respected as a democratic society by the international community so long
as it hasn’t faced the specter of its past? Can there ever be hope for
cooperation between Armenia and Turkey so long as the latter refuses to
affirm that yes, it was genocide? And can there ever be hope for
reconciliation and lasting peace when History remains falsified? How can
one grieve their Loss when it is negated by the very same one who caused
it? One hundred and five years of genocide, stagnating in its ultimate
stage, will end only when the denial ends.
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judgment by a competent and efficient international
instance, condemnation on the world stage, media
coverage of trials and more or less global mobilization —
other genocidal cases have been witnessed over the past
fifty years. How do we account for Cambodia, Rwanda,
Darfur, considering that we do speak of the annihilation of
the Jewish people? Did we not believe that we lived in a
changed world where genocide would be allowed to occur
never again?

And so, maybe the knot is situated elsewhere;
maybe the problem is not in the way a genocide is
“handled” by the international community, in the way it is
“dealt with”; maybe the problem is in the concept itself, in
the word genocide, that terrible, unknowable thing.

The word was created by the combination of the
ancient Greek genos — race, tribe — and the Latin suffix
cide — act of killing, and was used for the first time in
1944 by Raphael Lemkin, a lawyer of Polish-Jewish
descent, in his volume Axis Rule in Occupied Europe. The
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, first treaty adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations in 1948, entered into force
in 1951, recognizes that, “whether committed in time of
peace of in time of war”, genocide is a crime under
international law. It further defines the concept in its
Article II as “any of the following acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical,
racial or religious group, as such: killing members of the
group; causing serious bodily or mental harm to members
of the group; deliberately inflicting on the group conditions
of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part; imposing measures intended to prevent
births within the group; forcibly transferring children of
the group to another group.”

Gregory Stanton, from the genocide prevention
organization Genocide Watch, has elaborated a model
which apprehends genocide as a (sometimes non-linear)
process which consists of ten (permeable) stages:
classification, symbolization, discrimination,
dehumanization, organization, polarization, preparation,
persecution, extermination, and denial. According to this
model, denial of intent or actions is not something which
occurs after a genocide, but is instead part of its
mechanism — it is integrally part of the genocidal
apparatus. Therefore, and according to this model,
negationism effectively prolongs a genocide, which ends
only once it is acknowledged by its authors, judged by
international instances and punished; according to this
model, and considering that the present-day Turkish
government denies that there was genocide — as had its
predecessors — it is possible to say that the Armenian
genocide never ended, that it has been ongoing since
1915.

* %k x

I always have the urge, at this point, to briefly
revisit the history of the Armenian genocide, to talk about
what happened, when and where and in what order; I
have the urge to inform, cite sources, defend my story. I
cannot assume that my interlocutor is familiar with this

narrative, nor can I be assured that my reader
sympathizes with my position. In this moment, it is my
duty to convince you that the Armenian genocide
happened. Why is it, that one hundred and five years
later, this chapter of a people’s history remains shrouded
in suspicion, doubt and controversy? Why is it that we
cannot talk about the event without questioning it? One of
the reasons may be that genocide, in itself, is
unbelievable, unjustifiable and unimaginable. Gas
chambers are not believable; women and children walking
in deserts; pregnant bellies slashed, horseshoes nailed to
bare feet, naked girls crucified. No matter what we know,
despites the photographs and testimonies, we cannot
understand comprehend imagine explain fathom grasp the
reality of genocide; even if we do believe, we believe the
unbelievable.

And so proving that a genocide occurred, is
almost impossible. How can one prove the “intent” of
erasing an entire group of people — not only physically, but
erasing their past and future, their life as well as their
death and its memory, erasing all traces of their
existence, and then erasing the erasure itself? How can
one individual, one witness, one survivor present the
totality of a state-sanctioned operation which involved
virtually every level of government, as well as the civilian
population, and which further was mindful of covering its
tracks? Most of the time, the convoys were kept in the
dark, the existence of the deportees hung in uncertainty
and their interpretation of events was informed by
rumours and lies. They did not know, could not
comprehend the scope of what was happening. Those
who survived underwent physical, sexual, psychological
trauma which necessarily affected their memory of the
period in question. Often, it seems, they did not wish to
speak, to testify and share their experience. The survivors
were busy surviving, and they could not-would not relive-
rehear their story by telling it to their children, by
contaminating their descendants with the evil of times
past and overcome. And while the survivors tried to forget
this experience, the pain, the shame, the humiliation, bury
it in a desert silence, the genociders were asserting their
innocence, burying their crimes in this same desert.
Paradoxically, both were robbing their respective
descendants of the truth of their origins; the silence of
one and the resounding denial of the other left the next
generation with little information and less proof.

In a way, me not knowing my family’s history is
the only proof I have, proof that an entity actively set to
erasing it. How meagre the inheritance, how poor this
knowledge of where I come from and how miserable my
chances of persuading you who doubts. How inadequate I
feel to convey the truth of genocide, and to convince you
of its effects that long endure after the signing of treaties.
How ashamed I feel when, assuming the posture of the
denialist, I ask for proof.

But of course, proof does exist, and archives have
been searched. The happenings of 1915 were common
knowledge in the world even as they were unfolding, and
historians have since proved beyond reasonable doubt
that they predicate the use of the term “genocide”. And
yet.
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Today, despite the recognitions, memorials,
commemorations, most genocides remain non-events or
“anti-events”. While the Holocaust was able to integrate
our collective consciousness as a historic fact, some argue
that most every other genocidal case in History remains
fiction — suspect, doubtful, up to debate. How can we strip
the word of the denial that is inherently part of its
definition? How does a genocide evolve into a fact?
Considering that the etymology of the word event relates
to something to come, an outcome or a result, could one
argue that these historic moments are becoming, and that
they will be allowed to be, to come, only once they are
accepted, recognized, memorialized by their authors?
That the perpetrator is the only one who holds the power
to end genocide, while the international community acts
as a (symbolic) witness to the avowal of the culprit’s
guilt?

What are the effects of this systemic negationism
on the descendants of victims and perpetrators of crimes
against humanity? How can Armenians evolve in the world
when they remain victim-survivors, when their pain is not
validated, when their human, territorial, cultural,
economical losses are not legitimized? How can Turks
interact with the world when they remain executioner-
negationists, and can Turkey ever hope to be recognized
and respected as a democratic society by the international
community so long as it hasn't faced the specter of its
past? Can there ever be hope for cooperation between
Armenia and Turkey so long as the latter refuses to affirm
that yes, it was genocide? And can there ever be hope for
reconciliation and lasting peace when History remains
falsified? How can one grieve their Loss when it is
negated by the very same one who caused it? One
hundred and five years of genocide, stagnating in its
ultimate stage, will end only when the denial ends.

k%
Descendants of victims of ongoing crimes against

humanity are born with a singular heritage: the
responsibility to keep alive a memory which will forever
remain inaccessible to them. But the descendants of the
genociders are also born with a difficult heritage: in order
to respect their ancestors and prove their loyalty to their
legacy, they must deny that said genocide took place. Of
course, Turkey was born from the ruins of the Ottoman
Empire — and it is not easy to come to terms with the fact
that one’s country was built upon what is possibly the
worst crime in international law. It is not easy to betray
one’s parents grandparents great-grandparents by
accusing them of having committed the most vile crimes,
accusing them of deceit, theft, rape and murder.

But the denial is as genocidal as the killing. It is
as criminal. And, today, it is an obstacle for justice and
harmony between two neighboring nation-states which
did not even exist in 1915. It is not easy to forsake one’s
history and culture and to admit on the world stage that In
1915, the Ottoman government led by the Committee of
Union and Progress carried out a genocide against the
Armenian people living in the Ottoman Empire. It is not
easy, yet it can be done. It must be done.

A number of philosophers, -cultural
theorists, literary theorists, psychoanalysts,
sociologists, historians and artists have informed
my writings. The works of Marc Nichanian, Héléne
Piralian, Emmanuel Alloa and Stefan Kristensen
have been key to this piece.

Lelag Vosguian holds a master’s degree in
Comparative Literature (2018). Her thesis, entitled
Le témoignage en littérature d’un héritage
traumatique; le cas du génocide des arméniens, is
published and accessible on Papyrus, the Université
de Montréal’s online institutional repository for
theses.
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‘Genocide Reparations are crucial,
land is necessary for the republic of Armenia’

Interview with president of the International Association of
Genocide Scholars Henry Theriault

Henry Theriault is the president of the
International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS),
and associate vice president for academic affairs at
Worcester State University.

Dr. Theriault was invited to Toronto in April 2019
by the Armenian Genocide Commemoration Committee to
take part in the 104th commemoration ceremony as a
keynote speaker. Despite his tight schedule, he made time
for an exclusive interview with Horizon Weekly Toronto
special correspondent Sarin Poladian.

Below is a transcript of our video interview with
Dr.Henry Theriault.

H.W: Dr.Theriault, your research focus is on
reparations and denial of genocides, but also the
prevention of the genocides. What are the recent
trends in genocide studies today and the place of
the Armenian Genocide studies within the field?

H.T.: One of the recent trends in genocide studies
has been focusing a lot on gender, on the particular
experiences of women and girls within genocide,
obviously in terms of sexualizing violence, which we see
again and again, and is one of the central kinds of
violence that’s done in genocide. We see it with ISIS,
where people actually argued that the ideology of ISIS is
organized around sexual enslavement of women and girls;
that's an important topic. In my own recent research, I
am actually looking at the way and which pre-existing
patterns of gender violence within societies, actually
somewhat train people to participate in genocide, that
make it easier for them to participate in genocide as an
overarching mass violence; those kinds of things like
domestic and sexual violence that happen in everyday life
actually have taught some people to become perpetrators
and make it very easy for them to be participants in large
scale genocides. But there is other work.

There has been lot of attention on perpetrators
and why perpetrators join at different levels of
perpetrators, so lot of the old scholarship was on high
level people, the most visible organizers, planners, the
people who control and order genocide. We are seeing a
lot of work on other levels of perpetrators and sort of the
complex psychologies and situations that perpetrators
come from. I would say that reparations and post
genocide victim-perpetrator relationships and justice have
been present in discussions of genocide, but in recent
years, they have become more and more prominent.
There are other trends as well; new things are happening
continually and it's very exciting to see scholars and

By Sarin Poladian

students really engaging genocide from all these different
angles, ultimately with a goal which we all share of
prevention. How do we understand genocide, so we can
move forward and have effective tools to prevent
genocide. I think one of the things that we are seeing is
genocide not just as an aberration that happens once in a
while based on particularly evil people sort of rising up in
a society; it is really coming out of a lot of the dynamics
that are common in our world, a lot of economic
inequalities, and even things like global warming are
factors in precipitating genocide. I think a lot of the work
around prevention is looking at those big situations of the
world to understand how that can lead to genocide. I
should mention as one of the trends, there is a lot of
recent work now on things like climate change and how
that has affected different groups. Sudan is a really good
example, where the expanding desert has made farmland
less available for obvious reasons and at the same time,
the populations have been increasing so that has created
tension; for instance, Darfur had a role in the genocide
that has happened there.

H.W: Scholars say denial is the last stage of
the crime of genocide, and Turkey has engaged in
a proactive policy of denial. Do you think we’ll
witness Turkey’s recognition in our lifetime? Does
Turkish acknowledgement really matter in terms of
reparations?

H.T.: First I have to say, I don't think denial is
actually the final stage of genocide, that’s one of those
truisms that's not very accurate. Denial is really something
that's present at every period that the genocide is
happening, after genocide happens, and it’s really a tool
and not so much a stage. And the question is it always
has a goal, so people don't deny just to deny, they deny
for particular reasons. What I call final stage of genocide
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Turkey’s economy was built on the Armenian Genocide

Time doesn’t make the impact of the genocide less; it

quite the opposite

is a consolidation phase. That's when you take the results
of the genocide, and try to make it solid so they can never
be changed; for instance, you run everywhere from
changing place names so that the victim group is erased.
You see this in Turkey around traditional Armenian areas,
where the names have been completely eradicated. You
see this in north America with indigenous people and
again there is resistance to that. We see in other places
as well, but it can be much deeper. When you talk about
changing land that was historically groups’ land, and make
it so that is not even conceived anymore, that it could be
their land; material gains that are taken and made
permanent for the perpetrator group and other kinds of
things.

There is a process of consolidation and denial
that is really important for that. As long as you can deny
that a genocide happened, people don't question why you
are trying to impose on a world a certain set of
arrangement. Why, for instance, a land used to be Native
Americans land? That's not even a question anymore,
because history has denied it and people don't question it
anymore. This has always been US land; we don't think
about the past at all. I think with the Armenian case in
particular, Turkey is very much in a phase of consolidation.
The goal was to get through 2015, the 100% anniversary,
and then to begin pushing hard on denial. The denials that
are coming out of Turkey, I mean the standard denial of
2015, but it wasn’t a huge fight in the same way that
maybe in the past it would have been, but we've seen
since then very strong denials. In fact, Erdogan’s recent
statements in the past week have been very old school
denial; accusing Armenians of genocide, and all these
arguments from 20-30-40 years ago are coming back. I
think what Turkey is hoping right now is that by pushing
very hard in an aftermath of 2015; thinking that
Armenians, sort of, have got 100 anniversary behind us,
so we are moving on, and there is political support for
Armenia around the world and that will allow them to sort
of just freeze the benefits of genocide (the land taken, the
wealth, the political control that Turkey has on the region
and the marginality of Armenia). They will be able to
consolidate finally, and then once that happens, there is
no repair possible and the genocide will become a dead
issue, an issue that cannot be political again. We've seen
this with other groups and it's a real danger for
Armenians. Will Turkey change? I think maybe 6-7 years
ago, based on the fact that I have connections to many
progressive Turks, I was very optimistic that there was a
chance that the democratization of Turkey would get to a
point where there could be general discussion of the
Armenian Genocide and some kind of acknowledgment
and reparative process.
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Some progressive Turks were pushing for that.
We started to see protest and demonstrations in Turkey
with tens of thousands even hundreds of thousands of
people, so I thought there was a chance. I think with
Erdogan sort of backlashes against democracy in Turkey,
that possibility has been surpassed dramatically. He is
jailing the kinds of people who are leading that kind of
movement, and is very clearly reverting back, not just to a
strong Armenian Genocide denial position but also very
repressive Turkish government against not just
Armenians, but Kurds, Turks and others within Turkey. I
think, unless something dramatic happens with Erdogan,
unless he is pushed from power, which we know can
happen, unless there is an opening of Turkey’s
democratization, we may again be a decade away from
even having serious discussions about recognition of the
Armenian Genocide and Turkey’s real first chance of
engaging that history in a meaningful way. Unfortunately,
it's not a positive message at this point but I think that’s
what we are at.

H.W: You studied the issue of reparation in
context of the Armenian Genocide, and you chaired
the Armenian Genocide reparations study group
and was the lead author of its final report:
“Resolution with Justice — Reparations for the
Armenian Genocide”. Will you present the key
points of this report?

H.T.: I think the key point, from a legal standpoint,
is while reparations need to be identified as reparations
for the genocide not just pay off blood money, money to
silence Armenians about the genocide; It needs to be
recognised that whatever happens it's because of
genocide. I think one of the denialist points have been that
the Armenian Genocide happened before the genocide
convention; therefore, there are no laws that apply to it,
and talking about even recognition, let alone reparation is
irrelevant. One of the co-authors of the report, Alfred de
Zayes, really shows that if you look at the international
law even at the time of the Armenian Genocide, genocide
was illegal, and the concept “genocide” that comes later
is a word that applies to what those laws were outlying in
1915. What's more, if you look at the law that reparation
is also legally required for mass violations of human rights
and again, we didn’t have the term genocide in 1915, but
we now know what the concept was. When Raphael
Lemkin developed the term, he was looking at the
Armenian Genocide and saying there is no word for what
happened, we need a word for it and he was looking for
other cases as well. I think that's one important finding
that the laws of the time and the legal framework we now
have absolutely support justice, not just a recognition but
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“If we don’t have a reparative process soon for the
Armenian Genocide, the damage to Armenia might become
so great that we won't really be talking about Armenia

Republic in 50 years.”

a real meaningful justice to the Armenian Genocide. So
that’s one point.

Another important point is that time doesn't make
the impact of the genocide less; it's quite the opposite. In
fact, the longer that a recognition for the genocide is
delayed, the more the impact is felt for Armenians. I've
pointed out in other work that understanding emigration
from Armenia over the past 25 years, in part you need to
really look at the genocide history not just the genocide in
terms of the demographic reduction, the trauma and so
forth, but the economic impact of the genocide, which I
think Armenians are still feeling it dramatically. Yes, there
was sovietisation. Yes, there was post-soviet corruption,
war factor, and emigration. But the key result of the
genocide among others was the taking of land, and also
taking almost all the wealth of Armenians. Armenians
were left quite literally with nothing, so in the first
republic, and then subsequently Armenians have had to
try to rebuild based on this incredibly weak resource pool.
I said today in my remarks earlier, that if you really look at
Armenia today, it doesn’t have the land it needs to feed its
people, to feed a full population of Armenia. That's one
example of how important reparations are, and the kind
of thing we try to argue in our report. As time has passed,
these issues have gotten more and more acute. In the
same way, Turkey has benefited more and more from the
genocide: the money, the resources, the businesses, and
so forth, that took 100 years ago. It has been able to build
on and it has built a robust economy, its entire economy.

Many experts, scholars, and activists in Turkey
have said the republican economy was built on the
Armenian Genocide, and we are seeing how that’s grown.
At the same time, we see how poor Armenia is as a state
because of this legacy, so that’s the idea of time passage
has the opposite effect from what we expect, makes
things worse, and that leads me to the third big point that
is, Armenia today is vulnerable because of the genocide.
It's small as a country; it's landlocked. If you go more
broadly than that, Armenia’s identity itself takes incredible
work to continue to just make as a minimum level of
identity compared to groups that haven't experienced
genocide that are larger; they can just assume their
language, culture, religious institutions, and continue on
without any effort. On the contrary, Armenians have to
make a tremendous effort just to keep a bare minimum.

I am of Armenian descent and I speak very little
Armenian and that’s a function of having grown up in the
US, in a place where there weren’t other Armenians,
where my grandparents had to go to find work. We didn't

have the option of having the connection with Armenians.
That's just one example of how even Armenia’s identity
over time has been really stressed. Armenia is very
vulnerable. Reparations are crucial, so we can stop having
to spend our efforts fighting denial. The land is necessary
for the Republic. I think Turkey is obligated to make the
kinds of support, to make sure there’s vibrant Armenian
culture around the world. Turkey owes that. Artsakh
shouldn’t be worried about an invasion by Azerbaijan, and
Armenia shouldn’t be worried about military actions by
Azerbaijan. Turkey should be the one guaranteeing
Armenians protection. That is the kind of obligation that
they have. I am very worried that, if we don't have a
reparative process soon, the damage to Armenia might
become so great that we won't really be talking about
Armenia Republic in 50 years, that Armenia’s identity will
become so fragmented, so weakened, that it will go the
way of a lot of other groups. Unfortunately, there are
typical situations over 100 years after genocide;
populations fade out of existence; that's why I am
personally very committed to this. The only other part that
I would add is we offered a model for transitional justice
that would include Turkey, and it would actually be about
changing Turkey, tapping those good people in Turkey,
who want to acknowledge the past, give reparations and
want to have good relationships with Armenia as a state
but also Armenians within and outside of Turkey. Things
that are really possible with the right kind of Turkey, post
Erdogan Turkey, a chance of having truth commission that
involves Armenians, Turks and others. The starting point
should be that the genocide happened, that’s not in
question, and try to understand what to do about it today
and I think there’s a potential to involve Turks in that.

H.W: In April 2019, it was the 104"
commemoration of the Armenian Genocide. From a
researcher perspective, why is it important not to
forget the past genocide? How can it affect our
future, in terms of preventions of genocides?

H.T.: This is a question we can probably spend a
few hours discussing, but it's really an important one. I
would say in simple terms, one of the worst messages
that can be sent by the world community about genocide
is if you commit it, then deny it, then wait, and eventually,
there will be no consequences. That is the key message of
the Armenian Genocide. it's not a message of Holocaust,
and I would say that wasn’t the message even in the case
of Rwanda, but Armenia is probably the third biggest 20t
century genocide that’s generally discussed. Not allowing
that to be the message and to challenge that even 104
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years later to not allow that to happen again. I think it's
crucial. Obviously, we can have criminal prosecutions, but
the perpetrators are long dead, but we can do these other
things that are important. Another point that the Armenian
Genocide is part of the history of genocide, and I don't
advocate just looking at the Armenian Genocide at all, but
it needs to have its place in this horrific 19t and 20"
century that we have and now in the 21% century history.
It's really important to have a place in the discussion of
genocide, which itself needs to have much more of a role
in our understanding of contemporary and even modern
human history. So, I think that’s crucial, and there are a
lot of lessons that each case of genocide can teach us. If
we don’t see the history of genocide, we would treat
genocide as a once in a while aberration, rather than
something that keeps happening.

By understanding the Armenian case and other
cases as part of this continuum, we can start to take
genocide more and more seriously, and hopefully that will
spur us to understand. We have to take action on a daily
basis to stop genocide and to change the way the world
works, so it doesn't produce genocide whether it's today’s
ISIS, two days ago it was the Rohingya in Burma, so we
can start dealing with the problem as a whole.

Understanding the Armenian Genocide has an important
role to play in that. Because the Armenian Genocide is
such a reference case of the genocide, it's one of the
most known genocides among scholars of genocide after
the Holocaust. When people write articles about other
genocides, they use the Armenian case as a reference
point, as a point that everyone knows it happened and
understands and then they can use the frameworks to talk
about the Armenian Genocide. It's important to recognise
the Armenian Genocide has a role not just in genocide
studies but also for victims, in being this kind of case that
people can relate to. In fact, in the aftermath of the
Rwanda Genocide, a social psychologist began doing
programs to help address the trauma of victims with
Rwanda Genocide. One of the things they did was
educating those people about the Holocaust and the
Armenian Genocide, so they realize what happened to
them was not only to them, that other groups had
experienced it and to try even connect survivors of the
past genocides with the survivors of Rwanda, so they
would have that connection they are not alone. It's had
very powerful results. This is another important reason to
keep the focus on the Armenian Genocide still fresh even
after 104 years later.
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Vaccination contre la grippe saisonniére
Service professionnel et personnalisé

- Infirmiére sur place (1 joumnée par semaine)

- Conseils sur le diabete: suivi de la glycémie (taux de sucre), exercice et diete avec remise
de documents éducatifs (ex:guide alimentaire canadien)

- Suivi de la tension artérielle avec l'infirmiere

- Installation du moniteur ambulatoire de la pression artérielle sur 24h : MAPA
-Vaccination et injection par l'infirmiére

- Santé voyage: prévention de la malaria et de la diarrhée du voyageur

Livraison et cueillette de prescription gratuites de Montréal et Laval
- OUVERT 7 JOURS SUR 7 DE 9H A 22H -
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[ Yes, | want to support the ANCC and the Armenian Cause.
Please find my donation enclosed, payable to the A.N.C.

[ Oui, je desire appuyer le CNAC et la Cause Arménienne.
Veuillez trouver ma donation ci-jointe, a I'ordre de A.N.C.
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[ | would also like to be a member of the “Friends of Hay Tad” circle.
Send your information to the above-mentioned addresses.

[0 Jiaimerais aussi faire partie du cercle «Amis de Hay Tad».

Envoyez votre information aux adresses mentionnées ci-dessus.






