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QUEBEC
Downtown Monireal - Monireal
Laval - Brossard - Dollard-des-Ormeaux

ONTARIO

www,adonisgroup.ca |'|
Mississauga - Scarborough  Follow usl

fiaRAT
St-Laurent - Anjou




Also available in %\ ’ I ‘ :

fine foods

3050 Argealio Soad, OK L53M BE1

Mississauga The Essence of Mediterranean gourmet

1909 Lawrence Ave E
Scarborough
ON M1R 2Y6
416.755.5084
www.arzfinefoods.com

STORE HOQURS

Monday-Thursday  B:30am - 5.00pm
Friday g:30am - B:30pm
Saturday 6:00am - 8:00pm
Sunday B:00am - 8:00pm




Fine Middle Eastern Pastries

ek /o[
OPEN DAILY
Monday to Sunday from 9 a.m. to l{]p m.
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BEINNAREN ~ ESH AL ASHFOUR BAKLAVA MAMMOUL SWEET CHEESE

Specializing in pistachio, cashew, almond, walnut, and hazelnut baklava
& other regional pastries and sweets. Everything is hand-made from
scratch, using the finest ingredients and prepared fresh daily.
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Call (647) 351-2015
2086 Lawrence Ave. East | Scarborough, ON
www.crownpastriesbaklava.com

Enjoyv our sweets delivered free straight to vour
home in Scarborough, with a minimem order of $30).
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York Visitation Centre and Cemetery

160 Beecroft Road, North York, ON M2N 575
Tel: 416-221-3404 Cell: 416-540-0791
@® www.mountpleasantgroup.com
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TFujwpp 4p gnpok York Visitation Centre
Utinbpugpul huwgpunpmphth bbpu, wib Gp

Talar Karabulut
[unuynutivg punwgngb dhenghbipny wdnphy Trupup Squpuagninip

Funeral Director

hwy pbyubppbbipn wmgp, abebwpll; m

& _ - York Visitation Centre
QJuguuwhbpyb] yjmnuwpuuinpmpbub b and Cemetery
puntiwl wpwpnnmppbbbpp: 416-221-3404

York Wisitation Centre is & registered business name of Mount Pleasant Group of Cemeteries, which i= atfiliated with Canadian Memonal Services,
which provides fimeral services at York Visitation Centre.
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KOHAR

All Time Armenian Favorites

KOHAR Symphony Orchestra and Choir
LIVE IN LEBANON 2015

QOHAR performed with great success and jubilation for four consecutive sparkling nights
on 28, 30 & 31 October and 1 November, 2015, showcasing one of the biggest and
technologically most advanced productions that Lebanon has ever witnessed. Under the

starry lights of the Forum De Beyrouth, each performance was attended by an audience
of 2500, broadeasted live on the Public TV of Armenia and streamed live on the web o lens of
thousands of viewers in the Diaspora, who were able to join in and celebrate the Armenian music
and culture with KOHAR's All Time Armenian Favorites.

The Concerts were dedicated to the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide.

100 Years of Genocide Survival, 100 Songs of Rejuvenation.




g wwt "

- WE R
i
-




Y <l N VISCONTI

¥ i L R Vf
: by ™ g g
RITZENHOFF 77 L 2 1 5V &

g w

DALYEY

LAMIY

Design, Made in Germany,

=
o
FE
a F T
PR

TRUEFITT&HILL

BT JAME RS LoD

GEO, r@ MPER V Asc o ff@wmﬂf__,

Periiimer

cigares

PORSCHE DESIDG
g or r_-_ v
. T -
2 w g; i i L ] L ]

Colibri

R2E

1327 Ste.Catherine Quest (Coin Crescent), Monfréal, Québec H3G 1P7
514.284.0475 - www.vascocigars.com



W W WwW. VINOROSS O.CA

5291 HENRI BOURASSA O, ST-LAURENT, O, H4IR 1H7 - TEL. : {514) 3376664 - INFOEVINOROSSO.OCA

L

.:_:: o i ___.;;:r'-' - ; ) A
o ‘ff;’—f{?f '.L"lullll lll-}ul'l.ll-.Jlul.E




o, D B 'ﬂi..*ﬁﬂ'ﬁ_“{ ¥ o 0 g AR % L
= ; @ = -

L
il e i 3 = = -
; i I e -

| F s l.l_
Al Y]
‘P “.‘HHJ :
i A IxE -

S MR WY

4.0U-h Unbpptuarh
Uout: dunbwdpunh Jupsniphiiup

bp ponp whnudbbpnih winiing
Yp punphuwnnpt dtp

‘Unp Swuipht ki Unipp Ouniigp: |
@nn 2016-p dkqh hunfuip pjuy
puipliptip nwph dp: ,

= ;.]

. 1



I'hnmaclo Nelly, Tanla Kanou
ur.nellhn

AFF.‘L.'EE .-fl

JEAN COUTU)

SETA MARAGHIAN

Pharmacienne-Propriétaire

<wybptG Yp juouhlp

5855, boul. Gouin ouest
Cartierville {Ouébhec) 4] 1ES ™
Tél: (3143 334-8641 = Fax: (514)334-6909
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Vaccination contre la grippe saisonniere
Service professionnel et personnalisé

= Infirmiére sur place tous les mercredis

» Conseils sur le diabéte: lecteur de glycémie, alimentation, exercice

* Analyses sanguines: bilan lipidique complet (cholesterol), giycémie {taux de sucre)
* [njections et vaccinations

= Verification de la tension artérielle, moniteur de tension artérielle (24h)
« Conseils sur les produits orthopédigues (cannes, marcheties)

Livraison et cueillette de prescription gratuites
de Montréal et Laval

Ouvert 7 jours/7 soirs de 9h a 22h
NELLY, TANIA KANOU

Pharmaclennes-Propriétalres

237, Gote Vertu, MTL Bl 740, Cite Vertu, MTL il 475, Cite Vertu, MTL

Télr i514) 3312134 Tély iS141 744-2558 Tél 1514 744-0203
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Last Breathing Testaments
And One Hundred Years Of Genocide

Montreal - Nothing makes genocide more undeniable
than looking into the eyes of someone who has survived
the unimaginable. I am always at a loss of words at first
when I meet genocide survivors. What can I possibly say to
them that will have any relevance given what they have
gone through?

In March 2015, I found myself in three different eld-
erly care residences across Montreal. My mandate was to in-
terview some of the last remaining genocide survivors in this
city. The global momentum created by the 100th anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide this year prompted the pur-
pose of my visits. Senior care residences never leave me in-
different. The odor of nondescript broth and the either
blank or alert stares from residents are potent reminders of
passing time.

Initiated by the Armenian Genocide Centennial Com-
mittee of Canada, this project’s aim was to record the narra-
tives of the last survivors for archival purposes. Over the
years, efforts on behalf of individuals and institutions have
been made to document Armenian Genocide survivor testi-
monies. However, as the Armenian Genocide centennial ap-
proaches on April 24, 2015 and as the last of the survivors
quietly fade away, there is, more than ever, an enormous ur-
gency to preserve survivors’ voices and narratives. While it is
encouraging to see a number of Turkish intellectuals, human
rights activists, and students, seek truth and dialogue, this
pressing endeavor is also fueled by rampant denial discourses
propagated by the Turkish state that aggressively circulate in
every shape and form.

On behalf of the Armenian Genocide Centennial Com-
mittee, I, along with Alik Boulgarian, also a committee mem-
ber, as well as our project coordinator, and our camera op-
erator Serge Yessayan, set out to collect and document
these living histories. The three survivors we met were
women over the age of one hundred. Keghetzik Hagopian-
Zourkian, 104 years old, Knar Bohjelian-Yeminidjian 106 years
old, Armenouhie Tenkerian-Piliguian, 101 years old. Their lon-
gevity is not only impressive in biological terms, but their age
is also highly symbolic, as the government of the Ottoman
Empire, which preceded the current Republic of Turkey, per-
petrated the Armenian genocide one hundred years ago in
1915.

With a list of interview questions in hand, I was not
quite sure what to expect, but was certainly eager to hear
the life stories the survivors had to share. I tried to establish
a rapport with them the moment we met. I was, after all, a
stranger coming to them, and asking them to unearth dark
and difficult chapters of their past. Needless to say, inter-
viewing these women was an intense experience for every-
one involved. To go back in time and history through the
depth of their eyes and words is a deeply moving and pow-
erful experience. To hear and to watch these women relive
their pasts, as they recount separation, deportation, death,
while maintaining composure and dignity is both gut wrench-
ing and impressive. These women perhaps look physically

By Lalai Manjikian

Knar Bohjelian-Yeminidjian 106 years old

fragile now, with tired bodies and vivid blue veins drawing
complex maps on their forearms and hands, yet their eyes
remain bright, generous, and resilient.

The first genocide survivor we met during our visits
was Keghetzik Hagopian-Zourikian. She was born in Bursa,
near Constantinople. In September of this year, Hagopian will
turn 105 years old. In 1915, Hagopian’s father was taken
into the Turkish military, and then killed for being an Arme-
nian. She was subsequently separated from her mother and
siblings at a young age and grew up as an orphan with only
one of her sisters, until her sister fell ill and they also sepa-
rated. Her journey as an orphaned refugee took her to
Greece and Egypt. After leaving the orphanage she worked
as a domestic helper in a Jewish household in Greece.
Hagopian eventually met and married another orphan from
the Armenian Genocide who was living in Beirut as a refu-
gee. They started a family in Egypt and immigrated to
Canada with their three children. Hagopian tracked down
and met her mother only decades later since their forced
separation as a child. Despite all the adversity Hagopian
faced as a result of the Armenian Genocide, she is a living
testament to how Armenians survived against all odds. She
has eight grandchildren and eighteen great grandchildren.
At the age of 104, I was struck by how she exudes beauty,
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Armenouhie Tenkerian-Piliguian, 101 years old and Keghetzik Hagopian-Zourkian, 104 years old

grace, and faith. Even today, as she recounts the unfolding
and the aftermath of the Armenian Genocide, her eyes re-
flect her unwavering inner strength and her will to survive.
Knar Bohjelian-Yeminidjian was the second survivor we
met. She was born in 1909 in Kayseri. When the massacres
and the assault on Kayseri began, she and her family sought
refuge in a barn for a few months. Her family was then de-
ported, but not too far from their home, the reason being
that her father was a soldier in the Turkish military. Growing
up, Bohjelian recalls how her mother tied a scarf to her
brother’s head so that he would pass for a girl, given that all
the men were being rounded up and killed. Following a gov-
ernmental decree and with their grandmother’s backing,
Bohjelian’s family was forced to Turkify themselves in order
to survive. Subsequently, Bohjelian and her entire family
bore Turkish names. Once a cease-fire was announced, her
parents decided to flee the region. In 1928, they travelled
to Ankara, then Constantinople. After staying for 11
months, they made their way to Greece by boat and two
days later, arrived in Alexandria, Egypt. She was 19 years old
by then. Bohjelian claims that the only reason they survived
the Armenian Genocide is because they took up Turkish
identities. She remains grateful towards her grandmother
who (surely reluctantly) encouraged the Bohjelian family to
take on Turkish identities. Bohjelian got married and lived in
Egypt for over 40 years before moving to Montreal in 1971
with her family. She survived the genocide against all odds.
Meeting her, and experiencing her presence and her gener-
osity at 106 was a remarkable experience. Bohjelian has two
children, three grandchildren, and three great grandchildren.
Armenouhie Tenkerian-Piliguian was born in Chork-
Marzban, Dortyol, in 1914. Due to her grandfather being a
medical doctor and her father being a bank director, they
managed to escape the genocide with the help of their fam-

ily contacts. Tenkerian’s family reached Aleppo, Syria, and in
1923 she and her family made their way to Alexandria in
Egypt. There, she was an active member of the flourishing
Armenian community, both as a member of the Armenian
Red Cross, but mainly within political organizations. Alexandria
is also where Tenkerian met her husband and had three chil-
dren. In 1963, they moved to Montreal where she was one
of the active members of the Armenian Relief Society that
was just formed in Canada at the time, and where she took
on executive responsibilities. In talking to Tenkerian, it was
inspiring to see how strongly this woman continues to be
dedicated to her Armenian identity and to Armenian litera-
ture and culture. One of the moving moments during the in-
terview was when Tenkerian recited a long piece of poetry
from Taniel Varoujan on a mother’s longing for her exiled
son. Varoujan was one of many literary figures murdered dur-
ing the Armenian Genocide. Tenkerian has three children, six
grandchildren and five great grandchildren, with one more
on the way.
The women survivors interviewed this month of
March 2015 on the eve of the Armenian Genocide centen-
nial are some of the last of the living, breathing testaments
of a historical event that continues to be vehemently denied
by the perpetrator’s government. Seeing, hearing, and con-
necting with these survivors can only come to reinforce our
commitment as humans to ensure that truth, justice, and
recognition prevail. In hearing these survivor testimonials,
too many chilling parallels come to mind between the geno-
cides suffered by the Ukrainians, the Jews, the Cambodians,
Rwandans, and the Sudanese. The destructive cycle of
genocide is unfortunately well and alive. Scholars and histori-
ans have identified denial as being the final stage of geno-
cide. However, one thing is for certain, denial can never
erase the memory and the survivor testimonies.
Photos by Lalai Manjikian
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Khanem Ketenjian
The Armenian Resistance in Urfa 1915

Khanem Ketenjian (Armenuhi) - Armenian Resistance
fighter in Urfa. Ketenjian was the daughter of a wealthy Ar-
menian family and a graduate of Euphrates College in
Harpoot (Kharpert). She actively participated in the resist-
ance of Urfa in 1915. Ketenjian was a Women'’s Unit Com-
mander and lead a women'’s fighter’s unit in defense of the
city. She is personally credited with killing over twenty Turk-
ish gendarmes before she herself became a martyr. The Urfa
Resistance or Urfa Rebellion (Turkish: Urfa Isyani) was the Ar-
menian resistance in Urfa during World War I developed as a
reaction to genocidal actions by the Ottoman government.
On May 27, 1915, several hundred Armenians were held cap-
tive by Ottoman authorities in Urfa. The community held a
meeting in order to adopt a solution. The participants
thought of many different tactics. Mgrdich Yotneghparian
and his partisans were among the few who preferred to
fight to the death rather than yielding to the Ottomans.

Khanum Ketenjian had thirty young women in her con-
tingent. They were all well trained as fighters and proficient
in marksmanship. They had gathered their long hair under
woolen caps and were dressed in man's clothing. Each one
carried poison pills, to use in case of being caught alive. They
had determined to commit suicide in order not to fall into
the hands of the Turks.

Khanum presented herself to Muggerdich and asked
permission to attack the Turkish guard house situated near
the lake of Father Abraham and destroy it. "The zaptiahs,"
she said, "in that guard house are continually harassing our
position on that front and doing much damage. They go up
on the roof of the mosque and shoot the men behind the
barricade."

Muggerdich, although admiring the women's courage,
was diffident to give his consent. "It is a tough job, Khanum;
are you equal to it?" "We will try it, sir. If we are sacrificed in
our attempt, you may be sure that our lives will cost dearly
to the enemy. I have my plan here on this paper. I hope you
will approve of it."

Then she showed him a chart indicating the location of
the guardhouse, with the adjoining streets; where to take
position and when ; how to begin the assault and so on.
Muggerdich was looking at the sketch with undisguised
amazement. "Who drew this plan?" he asked. "We did," she
answered.

"Very well, then, you have my permission. Only be
careful. You all realize what it means to fall in the hands of
the Turks alive." "No fear of that, I assure you." Khanum,
with a smile, gave a military salute to her beloved com-
mander and departed.

There was a bridge near the lake on which the Turkish
guardhouse was built. About an hour after midnight,
Khanum, with her followers, took a position around the
guardhouse, stationing them on various strategic points. She
could see from a distance that two zaptiahs stood sentry
outside the entrance of the building. Two girls, pointing
their guns at the sentinels, noiselessly followed her. When

By Bill Milhomme
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they were sufficiently near, she gave the order and they
fired. Both bullets found their mark and the men fell to the
ground. Those inside awakened and ran to their arms.

The women surrounded the guardhouse. The officer
in charge cautiously approached the door to find out what
had happened. A bullet flattened itself against the wall near
where he was standing. At the same time, a woman's voice
ordered him to surrender. The Turk felt insulted. What, to
surrender to a woman! He had heard that the Armenian
women were fighting shoulder to shoulder with the men ;
but to be assailed by them in his own station was intoler-
able. He gave the order to charge and the inmates, a dozen
zaptiahs, lifting their weapons, contemptuously rushed out.
A volley from an unseen enemy wrought havoc among
them, throwing half of the men to the ground. The survi-
vors retreated and took shelter in the building.

There followed a regular warfare. The Turks firing from
the windows into the darkness outside; while the Armenians
had a good target, dropping their bullets inside the rooms.
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After a while the firing ceased from the guardhouse.
Khanum, stealing through the darkness, approached one of
the windows and looked in. There was no sign of life. Only
dead bodies lying on the floor in various positions. She en-
tered to investigate. The body of the officer could not be
found anywhere. She saw a back window wide open. He
had escaped with his life.

Khanum took a whistle from her pocket, blew the call
for assembling. When the fighting women came out from
their hiding places and surrounded her, she read the names
from a small book. All answered present, without an excep-
tion. Then they gathered the guns and the remaining car-
tridges of the Turks and set fire to the guardhouse. When
the flames were well spread, and they were assured that
the building could not be used any longer, they left the
scene of fighting in military order, singing a song of victory.
From the Armenian position, higher up the hill, the men,
who were watching all the time, saw them returning in tri-
umph, met them with shouts of joy.

On the following day, when the Turks discovered
what had happened, they decided to make short work of
the rebellion by concentrating their main forces in one posi-
tion and give a crushing blow to end this foolery of contin-
ued fighting once for all. Their anger had no bounds espe-
cially on hearing from the escaped officer that the destruc-
tion was wrought by a company of women. It was unthink-
able that a group of women dared to attack a government
institution and massacre men in military uniform.  The Mos-
lem dwellers of the neighboring section of Calaboyun, a
fierce and blood-thirsty race of Kurds, were exceedingly ex-
cited, taking this as a challenge, because the scandalous act
was perpetrated in their vicinity, they swore to revenge the
insult, by putting the men to the sword and capturing the
women alive.

The attack was organized by the captain. The assault
was so fierce that, though they lost many, they succeeded
in taking the Lake Abraham position. Encouraged by this first
success, they advanced, with the help of new arrivals, and
entered the Armenian quarter. Here they met the women's
contingent, who disputed every foot of ground against their
further advance.

A party of Turks seeing one of the side streets un-
guarded, ran towards it, intending to cut the line of retreat
of the women. They turned the corner quickly and accom-
plished their purpose. The women were left between two
fires, fighting desperately and losing very heavily. The inten-
tion of the attackers, however, was to capture them alive.
In spite of the rain of bullets, they advanced in large num-
bers and at last took captive only five girls. Their hands were
tied behind their backs and they were sent out of the fight-
ing line to be left under the care of the captain.

Captain Nadim Bey, seated on a chair, had the five cap-
tive girls in front of him, and was questioning them. "What is
your name?" asked the Captain, addressing the young
woman, who had an orange colored cross on her cap.
"Khanum," answered she. "Khanum what?" "Khanum
Ketenjian."

"Ha! I have heard of you. Are you not the daughter
of Toros Ketenjian?" "I am." "How will you show your grati-
tude, if I spare your life?" "By going back to continue the
fight," answered Khanum.

"The cause of the Armenians is hopeless," said the

Captain. "They cannot last much longer. The cannon, which
we have ordered, has already left Aleppo. It will arrive in a
day or two. A dozen shells, well aimed, will be enough to
destroy the entire Armenian quarter. What will you do
then?"

"We will die fighting," replied Khanum.

"Very well, then, if you are so foolishly stubborn, let
the men fight. Why do you mix yourselves with them? It is
a pity that young and good looking girls as you are should
be sacrificed. You are destined to a better life. Surrender to
us and marry with whom you choose and you will have a
happy time." "We prefer to die rather than be the wives of
Turks," said Khanum. This was heard by the rabble. Their
wild nature stirred up. They shouted and gesticulated. They
threatened violence. "Deliver them to our hands. We will
show them what it means to insult a whole Turkish nation."
But the Captain quieted them. Turning to the girls he said:

"Do you hear what they say? If you will not
submit with a good grace, they will take you by force.
Khanum, I am willing to take you to be my wife. Let the
other girls pick the men they would like to marry. There will
be no force used. Every one is free to choose. In this way
the difficulty will be solved and you will save your lives with
honor." "With dishonor, you mean," said Khanum.

The Captain changed color. The wild beast awoke in
him. Torn with passion he stood up and coming nearer,
struck her hard in the face. "You giavur slut! You consider it
a dishonor to marry me, do you? Wait a minute. I will teach
you! You will soon be sorry for your insolence !"

He ordered his soldiers to surround the women and
point their rifles at them. He called a corporal and told him
to strip the clothing from off the girls, one by one. The of-
ficer approached and removed the garments of one of
them. The crowd was watching with savage relish. The
poor girl could not resist ; her hands were tied behind her
back. "Release her arms," commanded the Captain. "She
cannot escape in this crowd," he mocked, with a sarcastic
smile. The first girl was undressed, standing stark naked
among those howling demons. She was the object of las-
civious gazes. The same process was gone through with the
second. They were being compared with one another and
obscene remarks were thrown at them.

The turn had come to Khanum. She asked that her
hands be untied, saying that she would undress herself
without any assistance. The Captain gave his consent. They
freed her arms. She moved them up and down to ease the
circulation of the blood. She began to unfasten the buttons
of her jacket with both hands.

The corporal stood aside. The Captain was leering
with lustful eyes. She lifted the corner of her waistcoat and
suddenly drawing a small revolver, emptied its contents into
the Captain's head, heart and stomach, in rapid succession.
He slumped from his chair to the ground. When the soldiers
saw what had happened, without a moment's thought
they discharged their guns at the women. All five fell dead.

The mob was wonderstruck, looking on the tragedy
with gaping mouths. They never expected such courage,
such heroism from a persecuted and downtrodden race of
women.

These Armenian heroines were martyred, dying
bravely, keeping their honor, worthy descendants of their
chaste ancestress, Saint Ripsimia, the Virgin.
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Echoes of Hayastarr An Evening of Song

I have wished a bird would fly away

And not sing by my house all day;

And of course there must be something wrong
In wanting to silence any song.

This potent excerpt taken from Robert Frost’s poem,
“A Minor Bird,” paints a picture in which sung storytelling and
anguish come together with particular force. It is out of this
desire toward expression and testimony that Armenian com-
posers who survived the Genocide of 1915 fashioned a mu-
sic steeped in a lexicon of loss, remembrance, and the possi-
bility of future renewal. These three contrapuntal emotions
are perhaps best fortified through the image of the mother
singing to the child in the cradle, a vision evoked in Sasha
Djihanian’s evocative performance of Parsegh Ganatchian’s
Oror (Berceuse). These musico-cultural artifacts were put on
show during McGill Conservatory’s September 27 concert en-
titled “The Vocal Art of Armenian Composers: Survivors of
the Genocide.” Bringing together the Mashtots Choir under
the direction of Gohar Manvelyan alongside solo artists Aline
Kutan, Patil Harboyan, Armine Kassabian, Elie Berberian, and
the aforementioned Djihanian, this event endeavoured to
commemorate as well as address the nature of Armenian vo-
cal music of the 20%"century. These sorts of events often fo-
cus on one composer’s contributions to the canon of Arme-
nian music, frequently concentrating on the representative
figure of Komitas as the centerpiece. Rather than following
this mould, this program drew from a range of composers,
including Hampartzoum Berberian, Ganatchian, Avedis
Messouments, Vahan Bedelian, and Kourken Alemshah,
alongside Komitas. Reflecting as a listener, it was refreshing
to hear selections by composers who receive less critical at-
tention on the concert stage, but whose contributions nev-
ertheless remain significant to 20%century Armenian song.
Programming these composers together, directrice Hasmig
Injejikian could have viewed this concert as a conscientious
effort to speak to the multivalent voices that constitute Ar-
menian music. Moreover, the non-Armenian presence on the
stage was also significant. Michael McMahon, Jeffrey Carl and
Michael Abel ensured that this project was not an exercise in
naval gazing (i.e. produced solely by Armenian performers
for an exclusively Armenian audience). Transcending an Ar-
menian environment, this project took the necessary steps
to introducing a new repertoire to an audience
unacquainted and unaccustomed to this musical tradition.
Furthermore and from a linguistic standpoint, witnessing a

non-Armenian pronouncing the words of Komitas’ Ganiche
groung (Carl) and Hov arek (Abel) with such proficiency was
truly astonishing.

Prior to each set of works, the audience were provided
with brief poetic excerpts enabling the audience to connect
with even greater depth to the poetic content of the songs
on show. One of the performances that beautifully tied to-
gether the poetic prelude with the music was Kutan’s de-
lightful performance of Yes sirets/ (I Loved)by Alemshah. The
ominous introductory piano part and its twice repeated open-
ing passage continued to commentate where the preceding
poetic excerpt had fallen into silence. Following the opening
piano passage, the hauntingly redolent voice of Kutan soared
above the restless piano part. As both the voice and piano
participated in a back and forth exchange, the instrumental
accompaniment continued to employ a recurring passage that
never found peaceful rest, giving the listener the impression
that a resolution is being deferred indefinitely. In sharp con-
trast to the more nostalgic character of Yes siretsi, Elie
Berberian’s performance of Hayreni karoun (Homeland Spring)
by Bedelian offered up a more playful character that served
as a refreshing counterpoint to Alemshah’s work. However,
Bedelian’s composition is not without varied contrasts in musi-
cal character. The very light piano accompaniment of the be-
ginning (a clear reference to springtime) gives way to more
virtuosic passages in both the vocal and piano parts, stretch-
ing Berberian to the upper reaches of his vocal range, whilst
being fortified by the piano navigating the extreme registers
of the keyboard. Similarly to Yes siretshowever, the conclu-
sion of the composition repeats fragments that were first in-
troduced at the beginning of the song, creating a neat circu-
lar organization to the composition. Moreover, repeating this
musical material that first appeared at the outset serves as a
musical reminder that the past is continually brought back into
present focus.

Providing some concluding thoughts to this grand
endeavor, this musical experience led me to reflect upon the
significance of creativity as a means of communicating to a
larger public, using the language of music as a means of
bridging two or more cultural entities together. Indeed, it is
my sincerest hope that artistic endeavors such as these will
continue to flourish, and that our thirst for artistic impetus
will always be our first inclination.

Michael Turabian,
PhD Student Musicology,
McGill University
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AYF Camp Vanadzor 2015

Exactly ninety seven days ago the best experience of
my entire life began. On July 12, 2015, we packed our
bags, said our goodbyes and headed towards the airport
to reunite with our motherland. After numerous meetings,
hours of preparing activities, and sleepless nights spent
thinking about the journey ahead of us, it was finally time
to take our flight. Three countries and twenty five hours
later, most of us had finally arrived at Zvartnots, com-
pletely overwhelmed with emotions of excitement and
longing.

I had heard about the Vanadzor program a while
back and immediately knew that I would be participating in
the future. Working with kids has always been a passion
of mine, so hearing about an opportunity that would allow
me to do just that in Armenia sounded perfect. The only
small thing left to do was to convince my parents! After
telling them about the program and what an amazing op-
portunity it would be, my brother and I applied for the vol-
unteering positions. A couple of weeks later, we were
called for an interview with GV to make sure that we were
suitable candidates and had something to offer to the kids
awaiting our arrival. We ended up being a total of thirteen
volunteers, ranging from ages seventeen to twenty four.
During our first meeting, we split up the kids that would
be attending the camp into four different age groups. Four
counsellors were in charge of the 9-10 group, three were
in charge of the 10-11 age group, two were in charge of
the 12-14 and another two were in charge of the adoles-
cents of 15 years and older, participating in the leadership
program. After making these separations, we split up into
our smaller groups to make the schedules and programs
specific for the two weeks of camp. We brainstormed
ideas for games, speeches, songs and literature, until eve-
rything was ready for the kids in Vanadzor. The countdown
had already began and neither of us could wait till we got
there and met our campers!

After our arrival in Armenia, all of us met up at
Parevdoun, the hostel we stayed at for the few nights we
were in Yerevan. We spent those couple of days getting to
know each other better, since we all came from a few dif-
ferent regions. We were able to visit the Tumo centre, the
Bureau office and quite a few other interesting places dur-
ing our short stay in Yerevan.

On the 16th, we started our journey towards our be-
loved Artsakh. After many hours and a very bumpy road
we finally arrived at Park hotel, where we stayed at for
the following two nights. To our surprise, we were greeted
by some of AYF west coast ungers who were volunteering
there. We got settled in, sat down to have supper and got
to know each other better, seeing as we were all there for
the same reason. Even though our trip only lasted a day
and a half, we were able to take in the most beautiful
sights that Artsakh has to offer. The first place we visited
was the very popular *Mamig yev Babig” statue. After tak-
ing our group photo, we moved on to a more serious and
sentimental location. The museum of Artsakh liberation
martyrs was a visit that filled all of our eyes with tears.
Seeing the pictures of all the men who fought for our peo-
ple without thinking twice, triggered a deep emotion of
sadness, but also made us feel proud to call them our

By Lianna Dedeyan

own. Our next visit was the community centre, where we
were able to see all of the differences between our com-
munity and theirs. The last stop of our very long and emo-
tional day was the sight of the statues honouring the
100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The
“Yeghpayragan Kerezman” was located right next to these
statues, so we were actually able to walk there. We all
appreciated the opportunity to visit the graves of many
soldiers who fought in World War II and to pay our re-
spects to these brave men who lost their lives at such a
young age. Before heading back to our hotel, we decided
to stop by the AYF west coast camp to see what kind of
activities they were up to. Seeing the kids dance, make
bracelets and sing heghapokhagan songs sparked a feeling
of excitement within all of us. We could not wait to arrive
in Vanadzor and meet our amazing 426 campers! After a
memorable night spent singing, dancing and bonding with
the east coast volunteers, it was finally time to part ways
and head to Vanadzor,

We arrived very late on Saturday evening and went
straight to bed, since we had an early morning and an
even longer day ahead of us. We woke up fully energized
on Sunday morning, eager to get to school to prepare the
supplies and meet some of the local volunteers that we
would be working with. Walking to the school on Monday
morning and seeing all of the kids waiting with those ex-
pressions on their faces is something that I will never for-
get. Up until that moment, I truly did not understand how
great of an impact our presence had on them. Opening
those gates and seeing the campers running through with
huge smiles plastered on their faces was one of the great-
est feeling I have ever experienced. We finished with reg-
istration around noon and split up into our smaller groups
to start introducing ourselves to the kids. Everyone was
very excited, so it was pretty hard to get the kids to stop
talking in order to introduce ourselves! As the day went
on, things got better and we were able to go over some
the camp rules and present a few of the activities and
projects that we would be taking on during those two
weeks. After such a long day, we ended camp with “Mer
Hayrenik” and headed straight to eat dinner! We organized
all of the group separations that night and were ready to
officially start our programs on the 2nd day of camp. Every
age group was assigned a classroom and each volunteer
had around 40-50 kids in their groups. Taleen, a volunteer
from Los Angeles, and I were in charge of one part of the
9-10 age group.

We started our first day making name tags, making
it easier to learn the names of the kids that we would be
seeing every day for the next 8 days. One of main pur-
poses of this camp is to teach these kids about the ARF
and to prepare educated young adults who feel proud to
be Armenian. We started off by teaching them about the
three founders of the ARF. Since this was new information
to most of the kids in my group, we had to go over it a
few times a day until they had finally memorized it for
good. We taught them about the founders’ lives, teaching
them why each one of them were unique. The following
day was a lecture about the coat of arms, describing what
each of its components symbolized. Seeing the kids par-
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ticipate and how interested they were, truly made all of
our hard work worth it. We spent hours every day colour-
ing, making forget me not flowers and banners for our
group. You would give them a sheet of paper and a few
colouring pencils and they would return with a picture of
the most beautifully detailed Armenian church that left you
in awe. The artistic talent and love for their country that
these kids possessed left such a strong impact on me. I
found myself learning more and more from them, each
and every single day. I woke up feeling nothing but excite-
ment thinking about everything that was in store for me
that day. Being greeted at the gate by kids running to-
wards you with flowers in their hands, special handwritten
notes and thankful parents is something that could never
be replaced. Other than educational speeches, we spent a
lot of time teaching them heghapokhagan songs and an
Armenian poem that they would recite on the last day of
camp. After working for a while, we would take the kids
out the the Ayki, which was a sort of very large play-
ground. We would watch them running around for hours,
playing tag, climbing metal bars, being so free and happy.
Just sitting there and watching how much fun they were
having made me smile from ear to ear.

Another important part of this journey was the
amazing bond that the 13 volunteers formed within. Even
though living together for more than two weeks wasn't the
easiest thing in the world, returning home and living with-
out my roommates made me feel empty. We spent every
day together, from the second we woke up until the mo-
ment we went back to sleep. Most of the volunteers were
from Montreal so I see them often, but not being able to
see the volunteers from Toronto and Los Angeles is really
hard. So many friendships were formed during those two
weeks and even though it was sad to part ways, we know
that we'll be seeing each other again soon enough. The
laughs we shared and the memories we made will truly be
cherished forever. We all know that it wouldn’t have been
the same without all of us there, constantly helping each
other out. We also found ourselves working with local
teenagers and young adults from Vanadzor who were al-
ways eager to lend a hand. They would help us with keep-
ing the kids under control, preparing activities and being
able to work with them was a really nice opportunity.

After such an amazing first week, we had two days
to rest and gather our energy for the second week of
camp. One of the counsellors that had previously volun-
teered suggested that we visit Trchkan Waterfalls, one of
the hidden treasures of Armenia. We planned to spend the
entire day picnicking and relaxing by the water, an experi-
ence that neither of us could wait for. Even though we had
to stand in a pick up truck for an hour, walk barefoot on
painfully slippery rocks while carrying a watermelon and
the rest of the food, it was completely worth it in the end.
The waterfall was breathtakingly beautiful and all of us
were eager to explore it as soon as we got there. After
climbing up many rocks and entering the freezing cold wa-
ter, we set up our spot and got a fire started. We spent an
incredible day filled with laughter, delicious khorovads and
even ended up dancing with locals.

The second week of camp passed like a blur. We
had all settled into a comfortable routine at this point, but
the last day of camp was already getting close. Every
group had started prepping for the songs, dances and
poem recitals they would be performing during the talent

show for the parents. Three counsellors in training from
the leadership program were placed into our group during
this second week. They took charge of teaching them
about the Armenian independence and decided to teach
them the song Arunod Trosh. We spent hours painting a
banner with our group name “Gaydzag” and had every sin-
gle camper sign it. We started cherishing every minute we
had left with the amazing kids of Vanadzor, because once
it was Friday, we would have to say goodbye for good.
Getting the opportunity to wake up every morning for
two weeks and do what I love was an amazing experi-
ence. I have so many wonderful memories from this trip
that will stay with me for the rest of my life. The feeling I
got when the kids would run up to us with handwritten
cards that said "I love you” or “Thank you for everything
that you do for us” was irreplaceable. Seeing how much
the kids appreciated our presence and our program made
leaving them so much harder. Each and every one of
those kids has taught me something that I will keep with
me forever. I can speak on behalf of all of the volunteers
when I say that all of the bumps along the way made the
end result completely worth it. Parting ways with my 49
campers was bittersweet, because I would miss them
more than anything but also because I knew that it wasn't
the last I would be seeing of them. I'm a 100% confident
when I say that I will be participating in this program once
more in the very near future. After experiencing all of the
amazing things that we did, not wanting to return is im-
possible. I strongly recommend that every young adult
participate in this program at least once, because you truly
do not know how great of an impact it will have on your
life until you go through it. I miss everything about
Vanadzor, but knowing that my reunion with the kids gets
closer with every day that passes, makes it bearable.
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Secret Archives Show Vatican Tried
to Stop Armenian Genocide

VATICAN CITY — Why did Pope Francis’ controversial
comments on Sunday April 12 2015, about the Armenian
Genocide cause such a furor in Turkey?

7o help understand the true history behind the 1915-
16 atrocity, Aleteia interviewed the German historian and
author, Dr. Michael Hesemann, who was in Rome for Sun-
day’s Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the genocide, otherwise known as Metz
Yeghern [the Great Evil].

The atrocity involved the Ottoman government’s sys-
tematic extermination of its minority Armenian subjects in-
side their historic homeland which lies within the territory
constituting present-day Turkey. The total number of peo-
ple killed in what is also known as the Armenian Holocaust is
estimated at between 1 and 1.5 million.

In a new book entitled, The Armenian Genocide
[Volkermord an den Armeniern], Hesemann reveals for the
first time the content of never-before-published documents
on "the greatest crime of World War 1,” and how Pope
Benedict XV and Vatican diplomacy tried to stop the
deportations of the Armenians into the Syrian desert, save
the victims and prevent the massacre of an entire people.

In this interview, Hesemann shares his findings, which
include evidence of Masonic involvement, and expresses
both his admiration for Pope Francis for drawing attention to
the genocide of Christians and ethnic minorities, and his dis-
appointment over the absence of the German Ambassador
to the Holy See at the commemorative Mass.

Dr. Hesemann, what led you to write a book on
what documents contained in the Vatican Archives re-
veal about the Armenian Genocide?

Actually it was a kind of coincidence. I work as an his-
torian for the “Pave the Way Foundation” in an intensive
study of all the aspects of the life of Eugenio Pacelli, the
man who eventually became Pope Pius XII.

From 1917-1925, Pacelli was Nuncio in Munich, so I
went through the files of the Apostolic Nunciature in Mu-
nich, only to discover one folder with the title “Persecution
of the Armenians”.

I opened it and found a letter of the Archbishop of
Cologne, Cardinal von Hartmann, to the Chancellor of the
Reich, Graf (Count) Hartling, in which he calls the persecu-
tion of the Armenians “not less brutal than the persecutions
of the Christians in the first centuries of Christianity.” The
Archbishop requested an urgent German intervention, un-
fortunately in vain.

In the same file I found a copy of a letter written by
Pope Benedict XV to the Sultan, asking for mercy for the in-
nocent Armenians. These documents both touched me and
aroused my curiosity. I felt I had just touched the tip of an
iceberg and was sure I would find more data, and indeed I
did — some 2500 pages so far.

I soon realized that no historian had ever worked with
most of these documents, and that all this information was
obviously unknown even to the leading experts on the
Armenocide.

By Diane Montagna

Dr. Michael Hesemann

Given the importance of their content, I decided to
write a book, putting the documents in the context of what
we already know about the events of 1915-18.

What was the most surprising and unexpected
insight you discovered in the Vatican Archives about
the Armenian Genocide?

The most surprising insight was that the Armenian
Genocide was in fact just part of a bigger plan — the exter-
mination of all non-muslim minorities in the Ottoman Empire.

The ruling “Young Turk” movement came in contact
with European ideas of nationalism and the concept that
only a homogenous state can be a strong state. That is why
they believed that the weakness of the Ottoman Empire
was caused by its multi-religious and multi-ethnic character.

They wanted to “heal” this “weakness” by eliminating
all foreign elements, which first meant the Christians who
numbered 19% of the population in early 1914. Besides the
Armenians, also Aramaic and Assyrian Christians, Catholic and
Greek Orthodox Christians were persecuted and murdered.

The Turkish claim of a conspiracy between Russia and
some Armenian leaders was nothing but a lie to justify those
measures. If that were really the case, why did they kill in-
nocent women and children, too? And why didnt they
spare the other Christian groups, which were never under
suspicion? Indeed, the Turkish Secretary of the Interior,
Talaat Bey, quite frankly told Johann Mordtmann of the Ger-
man Embassy, according to a report to Berlin: “The (Turkish)
government uses the war to get rid of our internal enemies
— the indigenous Christians of all denominations — without
diplomatic interventions by foreign nations.”

This is also what we read in some of the Vatican docu-
ments, e.g. a report written by Fr. Michael Liebl, an Austrian
Capuchin missionary, who learned in Samsun: “Not the Arme-
nians, the Christians were sentenced (to death) at a secret
meeting of the Young Turks 5 or 6 years ago in
Thessaloniki.”
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What measures did Benedict XV take diplomati-
cally to help save the Armenians from deportation
into the Syrian desert?

Already in June 1915, the Vatican had a vague idea of
what had happened in Eastern Anatolia. One month later,
there was no doubt about the horrible massacres carried
out against most of the male Armenian population. For the
whole of August 1915, Msgr. Dolci — the Apostolic Delegate
in Constantinople — did everything humanly possible to inter-
fere diplomatically — without any success.

When drastic reports reached the Vatican in Septem-
ber 1915, Pope Benedict XV wasted no more time and de-
cided to act. He sent an autograph to Sultan Mehmet V,
pleading for mercy for the Armenians. The Turks refused
even to receive it. For two months, Msgr. Dolci tried every-
thing to present it to its addressee, but it was not received
by the Sultan.

Only when he asked both the German and the Aus-
trian ambassador for help was he granted an audience.
When another four weeks later the Sultan answered, most
of the deportations were already completed. All promises of
the Turks to end the massacres or spare one group or the
other — or to let them return home — turned out to be
lies.

In December, Pope Benedict referred to the failure of
any diplomatic intervention in his allocution to the Cardinals
at the Consistory of December 6, 1915. In it, he spoke of
“those sorrowful people of the Armenians, almost com-
pletely driven into their extermination.”

In June 1916, the Armenian Catholic Patriarch had to
inform the Holy See: “The project of the extermination of
the Armenians in Turkey is still going on. (...) The exiled Ar-
menians ... are continuously driven into the desert and there
stripped of all vital resources. They miserably perish from
hunger, disease and extreme climate. (...) It is certain that
the Ottoman government has decided to eliminate Christian-
ity from Turkey before the World War comes to an end. And
all this happens in the face of the Christian world.”

Why is this only coming to light now?

Well, good question. Of course, the files from the pon-
tificate of Benedict XV have only been open since the
1990s. Besides this, not too many historians have access to
them. And perhaps just nobody had any idea what he
would find there — it’s only a guess.

Among the documents contained in your book,
you include a letter written by the Superior of the
Capuchins in Ezrurum, Fr. Norbert Hofer, to the Vati-
can in October 1915, which states: “"The punishment
of the Armenian nation (for alleged uprisings) is
merely a pretext used by the Masonic Turkish govern-
ment to exterminate all Christian elements in this
country.”

Many readers may be surprised to hear mention
of the Masons in relation to the Armenian Genocide,
particularly in light of the desire at the time to unite
Turkey, with Sunni Islam as the state religion? Can
you explain how the Masons factor into the Armenian
genocide, and who are the “Young Turks” which you
referred to earlier?

Yes, of course. It would have been easy and rather
populist to blame Islam for the Armenian Genocide, especially
as we are facing the horrible events of our own time in the

Pope Benedict XV

very same region, with Islamic States’ massacre against Chris-
tians and Yazidis in the north of Syria and the Iraqg.

But none of the responsible politicians, neither Talaat
nor Enver nor Cemal Pasha, was a fanatic Muslim. The Young
Turks were anything but fundamentalists. They were a
young, revolutionary movement started by Turkish academ-
ics who had studied in most cases in Paris, where they came
in contact with both the ideals of Masonry and European na-
tionalism. Many of them were accepted by Masonic lodges
and indeed the lodge of Thessaloniki became a kind of na-
tional headquarters for them.

Talaat Bey — the man responsible for the Armenocide
— was even Grandmaster of the Grand Orient of the Turkish
Masonry. That's a historical fact. The ideology of the Young
Turks can be described as “proto-fascism.” Only race did not
play any role as the unifying element, since there is nothing
like a “racially pure” Turk. Rather, it was substituted by reli-
gion, namely Sunni Islam.

Islam was therefore instrumentalized for political rea-
sons. It gave all those who were involved in the killings a ra-
tionale, a justification for their deeds. But behind it was the
master plan of a political ideology, which misused religion for
its purposes, and so sought the homogenization of the Turk-
ish nation.

As a historian who has studied in depth the
events and circumstances surrounding the Armenian
genocide, particularly those documented in the Vati-
can archives, what do you make of Turkey’s reaction
to Pope Francis’ statements on Sunday in which he
called the Armenian massacre a “genocide”?

I am very grateful to the Holy Father. On Sunday, we
not only saw a beautiful, worthy and solemn commemora-
tion of the Armenian martyrdom, we also experienced the
victory of truth over diplomacy.

If you know how fanatically Turkey tries every means
to debunk the events of 1915-1916, if you follow the chro-
nology of their threats against nations much bigger and
more powerful than the Vatican — nations such as France,
Germany and the US — you get an idea what it takes to

Uy Lay Y fnfeietenye e Sfongy e Yo be Outeo Leagraylial

72



| .
il /1)

Call ro book: 519240 94409
}r“.tl orenmusic@ fl ormail com * www.f ";;I{Z.'f:'*f?x'.'-'c'.?f com/ kKinoura Ef fa

= = TR

L A FFICTOr RS - = o ™ i
=" X " - v

Dallloltl all YOO

TEL (416) 443-9494

fax (416) 443-0575 = email: garen@belinet.ca

DON MILLS PLAZA 8 SAMPSON MEWS, SUITE 203 TORONTO, ONTARIO M3C OH5



Znrrenu

Armenian-Rite Mass on the occasion of the commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide,
in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Sunday, April 12, 2015

stand up and call a “genocide” what was indeed the first
genocide of the 20th century. Thank you, Pope Francis!
What a great, wonderful, political pope who indeed acted as
the moral conscience of the world and taught us that, as
Christians, we should never be afraid of the truth.

The Turkish reaction to his brave remark could be ex-
pected. It is always the same. They claim that the Pope was
misinformed, although he knows the truth from his own ar-
chives. By the way, when will the Turks open theirs?

The Turks even spoke of racism. Should we now as-
sume that, from the Turkish point of view, it is not racist at
all to kill nearly a whole nation, a religious and ethnic group,
but it is racist to call this a genocide?

It is so sad that the Turks don’t realize how they ex-
clude themselves from the community of civilized nations by
such acts. I mean, I am German and my nation committed
the most horrible crime in history, the Shoah. But at least
we admitted what we did, we deeply regret it and we tried
anything possible for reconciliation and compensation.

As a Catholic, I believe that every sin and every crime
can be forgiven, if you only confess and regret. But what
you neither regret nor confess cannot be forgiven either.
Turkey only has one chance to overcome the trauma and
guilt of the darkest chapter of its history, and that is to con-
fess and regret! And we will all forgive. If not, these wounds
will always be wide open, even after 100 years.

What lessons does the history of the Armenian
Genocide hold for us today, particularly in light of the
present day persecution of Christians in Africa and
the Middle East?

If there is one lesson we should learn from the Arme-
nian Genocide, it is this: Never turn around, never look away
when your brother suffers persecution.

We all, all nations of the civilized world and first of all
Germany — Turkey’s ally — share the Turkish guilt, because
we allowed this to happen. By opportunism, by giving other
topics priority, by what Pope Francis rightly called “the glo-
balization of indifference,” which is so evil. “Cain, where is
your brother Abel?” That's why nobody can ever say that
he has nothing to do with the Armenian genocide, the holo-
caust or the fate of our Christian brothers in Syria and Iraq.

For ignoring their fate and their suffering makes us
guilty, too. Not preventing a crime which happens before
your very eyes makes you an accomplice of the perpetrator.
We should never be ignorant, we should never be indiffer-
ent, but rather learn to act responsibly.

This is why I was so very ashamed that, of all the diplo-
mats present in St. Peter’s Basilica that morning commemo-
rating the Armenian martyrs, the one who was missing was
Annette Schavan, the German Ambassador to the Holy See.
Especially since, as I explained before, Germany as Turkey's
ally holds a special responsibility for their martyrdom. In her
case, opportunism won over the truth. And that is a shame.
We can only be people of the future if we are not afraid of
the past.

This article was originally published by
Aleteia.org, the first multi-lingual online community
that offers questions and answers about the Catholic
faith, life and society.

http://aleteia.org/2015/04/15/secret-archives-
show-vatican-tried-to-stop-armenian-genocide/

Diane Montagnais Rome correspondent for
Aleteia’s English edition.
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“"We Have Won"”
Yerevan International Half-Marathon

by Tamar Kabassakalian-Gosdanian

So, to this day, when friend meets friend, the word of salute
Is still "Rejoice!—his word which brought rejoicing indeed.
So is Pheidippides happy forever,—the noble strong man
Who could race like a god, bear the face of a god, whom a god loved so well,
He saw the land saved he had helped to save, and was suffered to tell
Such tidings, yet never decline, but, gloriously as he began,
So to end gloriously—once to shout, thereafter be mute:
"Athens is saved!™—Pheidippides dies in the shout for his meed.
Robert Browning, Pheidippides

Living in Armenia makes you do things you never
even thought of doing. Different types of opportunities
knock on your door, and you stumble upon endeavors that
you would not have undertaken. Going back to university in
your late 30s, juggling two or three part-time jobs at
once, seeing plays or operas on a weekly basis, commit-
ting to daily morning speed walks, participating in different
conferences (local or international), finding the time to en-
joy the scenery and cherishing family time are few of the
pleasures that Yerevan simultaneously affords! To this list
was recently added, “running the marathon in your 40s!”

Having lived in Montreal for the most part of my life,
the word “marathon” evokes the smell of souviaki and
homemade fried potatoes with garlicky fzatziki that we
used to have at Marathon restaurant; something that is
the exact opposite of what a marathon involves: maintain-
ing a healthy body! Yet the idea behind the name didn’t
stop us from going to Marathon’s for a quick lunch. Sure,
the guilt of the calorie intake came afterwards, but it
never even conjured the image of Pheidippides” monumen-
tal run proclaiming the Athenians’ victory over the Persians
in the battle of Marathon.

In 490 BC, Pheidippides, a Greek messenger and
hero, after taking part in the fierce battle, ran the 41k dis-
tance from the battlefield of Marathon to Athens. In utter

and died thereafter. Centuries later, Robert Browning’s
powerful poem entitled Pheidippides, written in 1879, in-
spired the Olympic Committee to initiate a new event that
marks his arduous run. In 1896, they introduced the 42km
long-distance run and named it marathon.

Even though my connection with the word marathon
started with delicious potatoes and {zatziki, it changed
course with a flyer that I chanced to read one morning at
a local café.

For some reason, it seemed very tempting consider-
ing that I had never run in my life, except for the “daily
runs” in an attempt to tackle day-to-day errands, which
have nothing to do with long-distance runs that require
training. Yet, the event inspired me to wake up early in the
mornings and speed walk with a friend; something that I
have always wanted to do to keep fit, but never got
around to accomplishing. These walks were so uplifting! I
enjoyed Yerevan in its different facets: greeting the gar-
deners at work, seeing the Cascades guards having meet-
ings, enjoying the beautiful scenery and best of all, realiz-
ing that others, many others, train to become physically fit,
the majority of whom are in their 60s! They trained rigor-
ously and religiously every single morning! The experience
of my morning walks alone made partaking in the event all
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worthwhile!

The first international Half-Marathon event in Arme-
nia that took place on October 4, 2015 was a unique expe-
rience on its own. It was organized by Anahit Adamyan
and Anna Sharoyan. As Anahit states, “The idea of
Yerevan’s marathon is to promote healthy living and sports
tourism.” The event had a choice of three different dis-
tances to run: 1 km for children, 2.1 km, 10 km and 21 km
for adults. It was a spectacular familial, friendly and
healthy rendez-vous that attracted about 1500 participants
from 27 different countries.

Abovyan born, Anahit’s life is separated between
Yerevan and Moscow. Being involved in sports from a
young age, she has always been active during her adult
life by participating in many marathons in many different
countries, but not in Armenia. The event not existing in Ar-
menia prompted Anahit and Anna to organize the Yerevan
Half-Marathon. Anahit states, “"In November of 2014, the
idea of a Yerevan Marathon germinated in our minds and
we put our plan to action in April of 2015. We began with
creating the website (armeniamarathon.org), distributing
the flyers, preparing the schedule and later-on coordinat-
ing the activities for the day of the event.”

Anahit explained how the event was organized: “Be-
fore, during and after the event, we had different types of
entertainment to keep the runners in high spirits. There
were bands, acrobats on ropes, a spokesperson keeping
the microphone alive and warm-up activities for the run-
ners.” She continues, “We first met up with the Develop-
ment and Investment Programs’ Department who accepted
our idea with open arms and helped us tremendously to
make the event successful. We then put together a fabu-

lous organizing team that was composed of a marketing
and communication specialist, the administrative director,
the sports’ director, the entertainment program director,
the IT specialists and the volunteer coordinator. Added to
this, many volunteers who helped for the smooth and suc-
cessful planning of the event.”

Moscow and its surroundings hold many marathons;
they organize 5 to 6 major marathons and the rest are
held on a smaller scale scattered throughout the year.
Customarily, their marathons support a charity or other or-
ganizations, but in all, the idea is to promote health and
fitness. To this, Adamyan adds, “But there were none
here! And there is a need! People are interested, and
many others would come from different countries.” And so
they did. The Yerevan Half-Marathon event was not only
able to attract many participants locally and from different
countries, it also gave the opportunity for non-governmen-
tal organizations to raise awareness for their cause, and
some were even able to fundraise.

With many marathon meets lined up ahead, the next
one being on November 21, it seems that Armenia is fi-
nally on the path of organizing events for people wanting
to lead healthier lives. The new marathon trend will in-
spire numerous participants and health advocates to join
Pheidippides’ trailblazing run.

Sources:

htitp.//armeniamarathon.org

http.//www.stridenation.com/2012/1/25/2723397/
pheidijppides-the-man-who-ran-the-first-marathon
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Interview with Canadian-Armenian
figure skater Tina Garabedian

Tina Garabedian is no ordinary 18-year-old girl.
Besides school and personal life, she trains multiple
hours a week to be able to accomplish her dream:
representing Armenia in the 2018 Olympics as a figure
skater. It is thanks to her loving family and supportive
friends that she has the strength to continue. We
both attended I'Ecole Arménienne Sourp Hagop and 1
recently had the opportunity to get to know her a lit-
tle better through this interview.

Tell us a little about yourself: when did you first
start skating? What attracted you to this sport?

My name is Tina Garabedian and I am 18 years old. I at-
tended I’'Ecole Arménienne Sourp Hagop until the 7t grade
but had to change to a sports-study program to help my
skating schedule. I am currently at Cégep Gérald-Godin in
the sports-study program with a focus on business. This al-
lows me to miss days from school for my international com-
petitions. I started skating at the age of 5 thanks to my
mother. She loved how graceful Josée Chouinard, Canadian
champion, was and wanted her daughters to learn the sport.
As years passed by, my love to this sport grew stronger. I
used to freestyle (skating alone) until the age of 14 when I
joined my sisters’ synchronized skating team in “Les Pirou-
ettes Junior” for a year. Finally, I found myself a partner at
the age of 15 and started Ice dancing (as a couple). I
skated 2 seasons with Alexandre Laliberté. We went to the
Junior World Championships 2015 representing Armenia and
then changed partners once the season ended. Currently, I
skate with Simon Proulx-Sénéchal, a great skater that I get
along with.

How do you train for a competition? What is
your schedule like?

Practice makes perfect. We skate and train hard as
much as we can with our crazy schedules. I have five classes
in Cegep and one online course. Whenever I am not in
school, I am at the skating rink. Some days, I start with
school in the morning and other days, I begin my day skat-
ing. One day of the week, I go skate in between my
classes. Thankfully, the rink where my coaches train me is at
“Sportplexe Pierrefonds 4 glaces” which is only 3 minutes
away from my school so they are very close in distance. Less
stress.

When was your first competition? How did it go?

I have been competing since the age of 6 so it’s hard
to say, but I know I wasn't in first place. I made my way up
and I'm happy with how my competitions go. Each competi-
tion allows me to learn from my mistakes and improve for
the next event.

By Talia Bachekjian

How do you balance your school life and train-
ing?

As I mentioned earlier, it's not easy to manage school
and compete for a sport that takes almost more time than
school. I have a busy schedule during the day, come home
around 5, eat, and have to do homework or study or even
go to the gym to train. Basically, I have no break. That's the
hard part, because I do get exhausted mentally and physi-
cally. It's sometimes very hard to keep up with both parts of
my life that are extremely important to me. On top of that,
I miss school days because of my international competitions.
Last year, I participated in 4 competitions. Each competition
lasts a week, which means that I missed 3 Cegep weeks out
of 15. Let me tell you that the teachers were not happy to
hear that news. Thankfully, since I am in a sports-study pro-
gram, they have to accept my absences.

When was the moment you decided to pursue
skating professionally?
I don‘t think there was a moment and I'm not sure if
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what I do currently is skating “professionally”, but I love my
sport and want to pursue it until my dream and goals have
been accomplished.

Do you have a special routine to calm down your
nerves before you perform?

I do actually. I get pretty nervous before my competi-
tions, which is completely good and can be helpful at times.
When my nerves are too high and are not helping me per-
form the way I would like, I tell myself one thing : «contrble
les controlables»! I mean I can't control how my partner per-
forms, I can’t control how stressed my coaches are, I can't
control what levels the technical panel will give, I can’t con-
trol how much the judges will like us, I can't control how the
other couples will skate. All I can do is concentrate on myself
and just go out there and show them what I'm capable of.

Which professional figure skater do you admire
the most? Why?

Tessa Virtue and Scott Moyer are the gold medalists at
the 2010 Vancouver Olympics. They are the reason why I
started loving dance and wanted to find a partner. They are
so beautiful to watch and the best skaters I have ever
seen, by far. I would love to skate like Tessa one day.

Where have you traveled to compete?

Until last season, we were representing Canada so all
of the competitions were within the country. After getting
my Armenian passport, a lot more opportunities were avail-
able for us and I am so thankful for that. We went to
Ostrava in Czech Republic, Dresden in Germany, Budapest in
Hungary and Tallinn in Estonia. This season, we have been
to Graz in Austria. In 2 weeks we will be traveling to Zagreb
in Croatia. We will also be heading to Bratislava in Slovakia, a
competition in Germany and hopefully Boston for the Senior
World Championships 2015.

What's your favorite moment so far as a figure
skater?

I don’t have one favorite moment, but I love finishing
a program, either the “short” or the “free”. I love seeing the
audience, friends and or coaches applauding and cheering
you on telling you how good you are. Encouragement is al-
ways a good reason to keep going and getting better.

What were some of the obstacles/challenges
you've faced?

I've had injuries, moments when I wanted to give up,
bad communication with my partner, bad days, too much
stress, too many school days that I had a hard time with,
having jealous people around putting me down and telling
me that I should stop and have a life. I've had accomplish-
ments and good results, but I have also experienced the
bad. I have faced a lot of obstacles in my skating career, but
all I've done to get over them is talk about the problem and
getting help.

Your ultimate goal is to represent Armenia during
the Olympics. You are so close to making that dream a
reality. How does it feel?

The qualifications for the Olympics are during the
2017-2018 season, which means that we have to work ex-
tremely hard for the next two years to try and qualify for it.
I feel like there is a lot of pressure, but I would like to think
that it would be a good motivation to do my best and ac-
complish this amazing dream of mine. I am very excited and
anxious to see how it will turn out and I can’t wait to share
my experiences with you all.

Tina, I wish you all the best in your future plans
and dreams and hope to cheer you on at the 2018
Winter Olympics in South Korea.
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Canadian Armenian Anya Pogharian Creates
Potentially Life-Changing Dialysis Machine

A young montrealer of armenian descent might just
have come up with an invention that could save countless
lives around the world.

Anya Pogharian, 17, submitted a do-it-yourself dialysis
machine — which costs $500 to make, vs. the usual
$30,000 per machine — as an entry to Google Science Fair
2014.

Dialysis is “a treatment for kidney failure that removes
waste and extra fluid from the blood, using a filter,” says the
National Kidney Center. It’s used when the kidneys are failing
the body, as in the case of diabetes, high blood pressure or
glomerulonephritis (chronic inflammation of the kidneys), ex-
plains the National Health Service, and can take about four
hours per session.

Pogharian, who volunteers at a hospital dialysis unit,
saw firsthand how much energy it took for patients to get
to their appointments multiple times a week. The machine
she created could instead be used at home.

Pogharian developed the machine by reading online
manuals of kidney dialysis machines. She’s now received a
summer internship from Héma-Québec, an organization that
manages the province’s blood supply, among other biological
products, and will be able to test out her prototype in a lab.

Horizon Weekly’s Manoug Alemian interviewed Anya
Pogharian.

-Everyone on social media saw that this young
Armenian teenager invented a machine, but we don’t
know anything about you. In a few words, please tell
us about yourself?

- I am an 18-year-old college student from Montreal,
Quebec who has always been interested in medicine and
health. Throughout my high-school years I have been ac-
tively participating in a vast range of extracurricular activities.
Over the past two summers, I volunteered as a companion
to patients with brain injuries at the Montreal General Hospi-
tal. While at the General, I also had the chance to train as a
volunteer in the dialysis unit. My time spent in that unit in-
spired me to try to devise a dialysis machine affordable to
patients in developing countries. I built a prototype on my
own, and my school selected it for entry into the Montreal
Regional Expo-Science fair. This lead to the Provincial science
fair and finally the Canada Wide Science Fair where I was
awarded a bronze medal. Now 2 years later, I am still hard at
work on this dream that has become my passion.

- What made you choose that field?

I have always had an interest for health and medicine..
however, my time spent as a volunteer in various hospitals
contributed immensely to the further development of my
passion.

- Now, most people who read about your inven-

By Manoug Alemian

tion or quickly glanced through social media: could
you explain your invention for our readers in more de-
tail?

After a long research phase, I decided to invest the
time and energy in the development of a simple and highly
affordable dialysis machine specifically designed for use in the
developing world. Bearing in mind that cost is the
mainreason keeping the global population suffering from kid-
ney disease, from reaping the benefits of dialysis I made it a
personal mission to devise a machine at a fraction of the
cost of a typical one which has a price tag of $25,000. This
new machine could be shipped worldwide, and built at a
fraction of the cost.

During the treatment, blood is pumped by a peristaltic
pump through the blood-circuit of the hemodialysis machine
to a filter, known as a dialyzer or artificial kidney. Inside the
dialyzer, the blood flows through thousands of very fine hol-
low fibers that are bathed in a dialysate fluid. This fluid is ex-
tremely pure and is chemically balanced to have the proper
electrolyte concentrations. In another circuit, the dialysate is
pumped by a second peristaltic pump to the dialyzer. In the
dialyzer, blood and dialysate come together but never mix.
Here, toxins in the blood pass through the filter’'s semi-per-
meable membranes by osmosis and move into the dialysate.
Finally, the purified blood is reintroduced into the circulatory
system of the body and the used dialysate is discarded, just
as urine would be discarded. Along the tubing that form the
blood and dialysate circuits, there are many pressure, tem-
perature sensors and safety devices to monitor the treat-
ment. This project has two major components: the medical
and the engineering. Both have been challenging, but the
greatest obstacle has been the coding required for the
mechanism to function.

- I imagine this can potentially change the medi-
cal industry. What do you think are its possible ef-
fects in the future?

- I still have a long way to go to get past the proto-
type stage, but every good initiative needs a first step.
Think about it: my inspiration didn't spring from past medical
projects or feats of engineering.. It came from spending
time with dialysis patients. I'm not a doctor or an engineer.
I'm a student, like all of you, lucky enough to access the
technology and innovation that lets us take on those roles
and overcome any obstacle. To date, 30 people from all
around the world have approached me personally asking to
purchase my dialysis machine either for themselves or for a
loved-one. I can only imagine where this project can go,
creating a better future for so many around the world.

- What inspired you to create such a machine?
Where did the idea come from?
- My personal story of innovation began when I was 16
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volunteering at a local hospital a few summers ago as a com-
panion to patients on dialysis, a common way of filtering
blood when the kidneys fail. My time spent at the hospital
with patients on dialysis is when I began to learn the true
potential of innovative thinking.. saving lives. As someone
who dreams of becoming a doctor, I naturally became fasci-
nated by this 3 times a week treatment. I began reading up
on dialysis, and one thing became immediately clear: There
is a worldwide lack of access and a huge need for this treat-
ment. I was in disbelief upon finding out that nearly 90% of
patients living in India and Pakistan in need of dialysis do not
have access to this lifesaving treatment. Or that from 2002
to 2012 in a region of Nicaragua, 46% of all male deaths
were caused by kidney disease. So I thought to myself,
“"Why isn’t enough being done to help? What if I gave it a
shot?”

- How did you feel when you finished your
project and when you realized that you invented this
new machine that could save money for hospitals and
potentially lives?

- It felt amazing to know that I had been able to build
a medical device at the age of 17 in my basement all on my
own! This was my first science fair project I had no idea how
the judges would react. It became clear that all that time
spent working on the project was worth it. I learned so

much about a variety of different fields.

- After you won your award and then was
praised through social media, how did you feel?

Tremendously Encouraged. It felt like all that time
spent on the prototypes was worth it. People from all
around the world got in touch with me to congratulate me.
It's been an incredible experience for me. I was pleasantly
surprised to see only very few negative comments on dis-
cussion forums online. It was a huge surprise to wake up
one morning and find dozens and dozens of articles in over 8
different languages about the project!

- What was the net effect of this invention?
Were you contacted by any hospitals or the govern-
ment? If so, what was their reaction?

People, organizations, scientific communities appreciate
the concept of what I am doing. Creating a dialysis machine
that can potentially make accessible a hugely needed treat-
ment to countries with limited ressources. I am aware that
although the concept is beautiful the prototype is not yet
ready to be used on patients. I still have a long way to go
to get past the prototype stage, but every good initiative
needs a first step.
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Voyage en Armeénie... francophone

Entretien avec Christine St-Pierre,
ministre de la francophonie du Québec

La 31e session de la Conférence ministérielle de la
Francophonie s'est tenue a Erévan, en Arménie, les 10 et
11 octobre 2015 au Complexe des concerts et du sport
Karen Demirtchian, regroupant les représentants de 274
millions de locuteurs du francgais a travers le monde. La
ministre des relations internationales et de la francophonie
du Québec, Christine St-Pierre, s’est rendue a la
conférence pour y représenter les intéréts du Québec en
matiére de francophonie a I'échelle mondiale. Horizon
s'est entretenu avec Mme St-Pierre au sujet de son
expérience en Arménie et de I'état du francais au Québec.

Définir la francophonie

Dans un monde ou prime la globalisation, définir un
concept qui est aussi large que la francophonie est, en soi,
un défi. Mais Mme St-Pierre arrive bien a la résumer :
pour elle, la francophonie serait « un regroupement de
plusieurs pays qui partagent I'amour du frangais, certains
dont la langue est le frangais, d’autres qui sont des
amoureux du francais. » Ce serait effectivement le
deuxiéme cas pour un pays comme I’Arménie qui n’est pas
considérée comme francophone, vu que le frangais n'y
représente ni la langue maternelle, ni la ou I'une des
langues officielles du pays. Mais, malgré sa petite
superficie, ’Arménie et sa diaspora ont su nourrir un
amour du frangais a I'échelle mondiale, ce pourquoi elle a
sa place dans I'Organisation mondiale de la francophonie.

Pour Mme St-Pierre, ce regroupement d’Etats qui
partagent un intérét pour le frangais et un désir de le
connaitre sert surtout a démontrer la force que peut
représenter la francophonie a travers le monde : avec les
changements démographiques a advenir, les francophones
dépasseront les 700 millions de locuteurs d’ici 2050,
principalement a cause d'un boom démographique en
Afrique. Mais si le concept de francophonie peut sembler
trop vaste pour le simple citoyen, on n‘a qu‘a employer
ces mots trés familiers au Québec : la défense de la
langue francaise. Dés lors, la francophonie perd de son
abstraction pour rentrer dans le quotidien car ce débat,
cette lutte de tous les jours pour la préservation de la
langue, chaque Québécois le connait trés bien pour I'avoir
vécu.

Lors de la Conférence ministérielle de la

Par Astghik Aprahamian

Francophonie, plusieurs résolutions ont été adoptées,
notamment sur les changements climatiques et, sans sur-
prise, sur les génocides, ol il y a été du génocide
arménien pour souligner ses cent ans.

L'état du frangais au Québec

Au niveau de la province du Québec, malgré
I'isolation que peut ressentir un locuteur du francgais en
Amérique du Nord (qui ne comprend que 2% des
francophones a I'échelle mondiale), sur une plus grande
échelle « on voit qu’on peut étre une véritable force »,
d’aprés Mme St-Pierre. Le Québec est en effet vu comme
un bel exemple a suivre pour ce qui est de la protection et
de la promotion de la langue francaise, comme I'a déja
souligné I'ancien secrétaire général de la francophonie,
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Abdou Diouf. « Nous travaillons trés forts pour les 2%, »
dit Mme St-Pierre.

Mais, plus concrétement, la langue francaise au
Québec est-¢elle en train de vivre une stabilité ou un recul
? « Ca sera toujours un défi, avoue Mme St-Pierre. Nous
sommes en Amérique du Nord. Certains vont dire que
[I"état du francais du Québec] progresse, d'autres non. Il
faut toujours étre alerte. C'est une question de survie de
notre culture, de nos racines, de la langue. La loi 101 a
été beaucoup critiquée, mais je pense qu'elle a montré de
beaux cotés. » En ce disant, elle fait référence a une
génération d'immigrants et d’enfants d'immigrants qui ont
da fréquenter des écoles d’enseignement francophone,
d’ou ils sont sortis avec la connaissance de parfois trois,

méme quatre langues. « Les parents en voient une fierté,
affirme Mme St-Pierre. Parler plus d’'une langue, c’est une
fenétre de plus a votre maison. » L'encadrement de la loi
101, qui a provoqué et qui continue de provoquer des dis-
cussions au sein de la société québécoise, permettrait en
outre aux jeunes de la province de s’incrire dans la
mondialisation qui définit notre ére car les jeunes veulent
apprendre : la connaissance de plusieurs langues leur
permet de dénicher des ouvertures qui, sinon, seraient
impossibles.

La méthode d'apprentissage y est aussi pour quelque
chose. « Il faut transmettre I'amour du frangais aux
générations pour que le frangais se poursuive, dit Mme St-
Pierre. Le francais, c'est aussi le théatre, la musique, les
chansons, I'amour du ludique. »

L'ombre du passé

Lors de sa visite & Erévan dans le cadre de la
conférence, Mme St-Pierre a saisi |'occasion pour
remettre a Edward Nalbandian, ministre des Affaires
étrangeres de I’Arménie, une motion adoptée a 'unanimité
a I'Assemblée nationale du Québec sur la commémoration
du génocide arménien. « Je portais un message en ayant
les Arméniens évidemment a cceur. C'était la moindre des
choses. [Les Arméniens de Montréal sont] une
communauté trés active, trés présente, toujours préts a
aider dans les associations. Cet étape-la du voyage a
Erévan était un geste simple mais trés porteur pour
amener le message de I’Assemble Nationale la-bas. Plus
on va dénoncer [le génocide], plus on va dire ‘ce
génocide-la a existé".

Lors des deux jours passés & Erévan, une petite ex-
cursion au Tsitsernakaberd, monument colossal dédié aux
victimes du génocide arménien, est organisée. Mme St-
Pierre parle de « réactions émouvantes a la cérémonie »
ou prennent part tous les représentants qui prennent part
a la conférence. Mme St-Pierre souligne I'’émotion
présente et forte durant cette excursion : Michaélle Jean,
descendante d’esclaves, marchant vers le monument dans
le grand silence, le moment de recueillement devant la
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flamme éternelle, une photographie des représentants
prise avec le Mont Ararat en arriere-plan, souvenir difficile
de ce que le peuple arménien a perdu. « Chacun y
retrouve un pan de son histoire, affirme Mme St-Pierre.
C’était un moment touchant ou tout le monde prend la
mesure de ce qui s’est passé, il y a cent ans. »

Le travail de la communauté arménienne a Montréal,
autant sur le plan de la société québécoise que sur celle
de la préservation de sa propre culture, ne passe pas
inapercu aux yeux de la ministre. « Je suis éblouie de voir
que malgré toute cette diaspora, dans votre communauté,
vous parlez et vous écrivez en arménien, vous ne perdez
pas votre langue. »

Mme St-Pierre a beaucoup aimé le peu qu’elle a pu
voir d’Erévan, le voyage ne durant que 48 heures au to-
tal... Mais elle réve de se procurer une tapisserie
arménienne, comme celles qu’elle a vu au Vernissage. Ca
sera pour une prochaine fois.
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La réaction canadienne face
au génocide arménien de 1915

Le génocide arménien constitue un événement
singulier et marquant dans I'histoire du XXéme siécle, ainsi
que dans I'histoire de I'humanité. Ce génocide perpétré par
le gouvernement Jeune Turc vers la fin de I'Empire Ottoman
avait comme but d’éliminer la population autochtone de
I’'Anatolie et de la Caucase, soit les Arméniens, établis sur ces
terres depuis prés de 3000 ans. Les autres minorités
chrétiennes de la région, notamment les Grecs et les
Assyriens, ont aussi été massacrées par milliers lors de ce
génocide. Ce génocide a fait un total de 1.5 millions de
victimes, et a délocalisé la majorité des Arméniens de leurs
terres ancestrales. Sans entrer dans les détails, la particularité
de ce qui est arrivé dans cette région alors que le Premiéere
Guerre Mondiale faisait rage, réside dans plusieurs faits, dont
celle d'étre la premiere crise humanitaire de cette ampleur.
Autre particularité : le génocide arménien constitue encore
une actualité dans la sphére politique internationale puisque
la Turquie dénie les événements d‘il y a 100 ans en tant
d’acte génocidaire envers les Arméniens.

Le Canada, terre d'accueil par excellence, n‘a pas fait
exception dans le cas du génocide. Les « Georgetown
Boys », soit les 140 orphelins arméniens (garcons et filles)
qui ont été amenés et placés a Georgetown (Ontario) entre
1923 et 1927, sont I'exemple le plus connu dans l'histoire
canadienne en ce qui concerne la réaction canadienne face a
cette crise internationale.

En 2010, les fermes ayant accueillis les orphelins
arméniens rescapés du génocide ont été désignés comme
lieu historique municipal. Par contre, est-ce que l'arrivée des
« Georgetown Boys » au Canada constitue la seule réaction
canadienne face a cette crise ? Aprés une bréve recherche,
la réponse a cette question est clairement non. Alors, la
question a se poser et intéressante a explorer est
plut6t celle-ci: quelles actions ont été entreprises par la
société canadienne pour venir en aide aux survivants du
génocide ?

Les actions entreprises par la société canadienne sont
maintes. Elles peuvent étre divisées surtout en deux
catégories, soit celles entreprises par les citoyens canadiens
et celles par I'organisme gouvernemental. Une réponse a tr-
ois étapes est nécessaire pour faire le tour de Ia
problématique posée ci-dessus. En premier lieu, la population
canadienne s’est mobilisée face au sort réservé aux chrétiens
dans cette région. Entre autre, la Croix de Secours
Arménienne (C.S.A) du Canada a été crée dans les années
10 pour venir en aide aux Arméniens, surtout aux orphelins.
La deuxieme partie de la réponse traite de I'immigration
arménienne au Canada. Afin d’accueillir ces derniers, des

Par Arevig Afarian

groupes de lobbyings et des groupes religieux ont travaillé
pour pouvoir changer la politique d'immigration canadienne
discriminante en place. En dernier lieu, le Canada a failli
obtenir le mandat de I’Arménie a la suite d’'une requéte de la
part du parlement britannique et la population canadienne
était favorable a cet égard.

La mobilisation de la population canadienne

Le Canada contribue aux efforts de guerre aux cotés
de la Grande-Bretagne entre 1914 et 1918, soit dans la
méme période durant laquelle le premier génocide du
XXéme siécle prend place. Malgré cela, le sort des chrétiens
d'origine arménienne a suscité une vague d’‘indignation
auprés des Canadiens partout a travers le pays. Cette
solidarité avec ce peuple caucasien s’explique par la réalité
canadienne sociale de I'époque en matiere religieuse. Cette
réalité peut étre illustrée entre autre par le fait que durant
le XIXe siécle et au début du XXe, le Canada s’est impliqué
dans les efforts d’évangélisation au niveau mondial. Un des
pays oUu des missionnaires, pour la plupart protestants, se
sont rendus est la Turquie (I'Empire Ottoman). Ainsi, ces
missionnaires sont devenus des témoins de la dégradation
des relations arméno-turc et de la barbarie turque envers les
Arméniens qui a pris de I'ampleur a partir de I'an 1894. La
présence des missionnaires en Turquie a permis aux
Canadiens d’étre tenus au courant du sort de leurs « fréres
chrétiens » grace a leurs lettres publiés dans la média
canadienne. Aussi, ces missionnaires ont encouragé des or-
ganisations chrétiennes a ramasser des fonds pour les
survivants, ainsi que de mettre de la pression sur le
gouvernement canadien. Les efforts de lobbying de ces
derniers vont étre étudiés plus tard dans ce texte.

Les premiers pas de I'aide humanitaire canadienne de la
part des missionnaires ont commencé lors du premier massa-
cre a grande échelle des Arméniens avant le début du
génocide, entre 1894 et 1897. La famille Chambers, en mis-
sion en Turquie a I'époque, a été le premier défendeur de la
cause arménienne au Canada. Ils ont réussi a mobiliser
plusieurs Canadiens influant, comme le directeur Grant de
I'Université de Queens. Méme si durant ces années, la
réaction canadienne est décevante, les efforts de ces
missionnaires font surface quand le génocide débute en
1915. Au Canada, I'association humanitaire la plus notable
créée pour venir en aide aux Arméniens s'appelle la Croix de
Secours Arménienne qui existe toujours de nos jours. Elle a
été créé sous l'initiative de plusieurs politiciens, de religieux
et d’hommes d’affaires en 1917 (elle existait sous un autre
nom depuis 1910). En fait, la C.S.A est la premiére organisa-
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tion publique interconfessionnelle, interethnique non
gouvernementale au Canada et la premiére organisation a
offrir de l'assistance outre-mer a des réfugiés, puis a les aider
a immigrer au Canada. Les dimanches, plusieurs
congrégations a travers le Canada tenaient des « Dimanches
Arméniens » ou les révérends dénoncaient les atrocités des
Turcs envers ce peuple chrétien et lindifférence des
puissances européennes au sort de ces derniers.

Les médias canadiens ne méachaient pas leurs mots non
plus en rapportant cette crise humanitaire. Des journaux
influant comme « La Patrie », « Action Catholique », « La
Presse », « Le Devoir », « The Gazette », « The Manitoba Free
Press », et plusieurs autres ont imprimé des articles sur ce
sujet. Ces articles faisaient aussi appel aux Canadiens de venir
en aide aux Arméniens en faisant des donations. Des fonds ont
été envoyés des 1909, mais c'est durant le génocide que la
contribution des Canadiens a été la plus marquante. La
solidarité des Canadiens avec les Arméniens parait a la lumiére
des sommes élevées (allant jusqu'a 300 000$) récoltées au
cours de diverses campagnes. Il est difficile d'estimer
exactement la somme totale que les Canadiens ont versé pour
venir en aide aux Arméniens, mais la somme versée pour les
survivants Arméniens est énorme compte tenu de la situation
socio-économique canadienne de I'époque.

La mobilisation de la population canadienne est aussi
visible par les lettres que ces derniers envoyaient a leur
représentant au parlement, réclamant que le gouvernement
canadien agisse. Une des sources d‘indignation des
Canadiens a été I'inaction des Alliés, surtout de la Grande-
Bretagne, a faire une intervention militaire en Turquie afin de
venir en aide aux Arméniens. Ces indignations avaient une
base morale. Les Arméniens avaient réussi a occuper Baku
(Azerbaidjan), alors que leur propre pays était toujours
décimé par les massacres, afin de remettre la ville aux
Britanniques. En méme temps, les Arméniens s'étaient
battus, en tant que volontaires, en Palestine aux cotés des
Francais (1917). La ratification du traité de Lausanne par la
Grande-Bretagne, un traité qui ne faisait pas justice aux
Arméniens a été considérée par les Canadiens comme une
action ingrate.

C'est ainsi, que la population canadienne, pour la
premiéere fois dans son histoire, s'est mobilisée devant une
crise humanitaire outre-mer en contribuant financierement
et en utilisant leur voix politique garantie par la démocratie
afin d'influencer les politiciens a prendre action. Le Canada
n‘a nullement aidé les Arméniens militairement par contre.
Certains canado-arméniens ont toutefois passé a I'action
durant les années du génocide. La Fédération
Révolutionnaire Arménienne (F.R.A), qui est une fédération
historique qui est apparue a la fin du XIXéme siécle afin de
contrer les attaques perpétrées par les Kurdes et les Turcs
sur les Arméniens de I'Empire Ottoman, s’'est propagée
auprés de chaque communauté arménienne dans la diaspora,
dont le Canada (dés 1902-1903). Des volontaires canadiens,
d’origine arménienne, ont été recrutés par cette fédération
révolutionnaire. Il est estimé qu‘une dizaine de canado-
arméniens ont pris la route vers la mere-patrie durant les
années du génocide afin de combattre en volontaire aux

cotés de la guérilla arménienne. Les archives militaires
canadiennes démontrent aussi que 115 canado-arméniens se
sont inscrits dans I'armée canadienne dans l'espoir de se
battre contre la Turquie.

L'immigration arménienne au Canada

Le Canada, terre d'accueil par excellence, n'était pas
vraiment accessible aux survivants arméniens durant le
génocide. Les lois d'immigration a [I'époque du
gouvernement Laurier sont connues dans [I'histoire
canadienne pour avoir été hautement discriminatoire,
surtout envers les immigrants asiatiques. Les Arméniens, a
cause de la position géographique de leur pays, étaient
classifiés comme des Asiatiques.

Le Premier Ministre Wilfried Laurier et le ministre des
affaires intérieures Frank Oliver apportent des réformes a
Iimmigration pour rendre cette derniére plus sélective. Ces
changements de lois rendent I'entrée au Canada
problématique pour les Arméniens. Selon la nouvelle loi mise
en place en 1908, les nouveaux arrivants devaient atteindre
le Canada en voyageant sans interruption de leur patrie
comme point de départ. En 1910, une loi passe exigeant
que les asiatiques paient 200$ par individu en taxe pour étre
admis au pays. De plus, un passeport est obligatoire. Donc,
un survivant du génocide n’a aucune chance d’'immigrer au
Canada. Selon les archives, seulement 5 individus d’origine
arménienne ont pu entrer au Canada entre 1915 et 1918.
Méme si le gouvernement avait changé en 1911, les lois
discriminatoires envers les asiatiques sont maintenus sous le
gouvernement de King. La situation commence a changer
dans les années 20.

Comme mentionné plus haut, la presse canadienne a
mené une campagne de sensibilisation sur le sort des
Arméniens aux mains des Turcs. Avec lintervention
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d’individus haut placés dans la société canadienne, ainsi que
I'effort continue des missionnaires, le gouvernement de King
se trouve sous la pression.

Le lobbying donne ses fruits: le gouvernement
canadien accepte de faire une exception aux reglements et
d’amener un nombre limité d’Arméniens orphelins au Canada.
Ce projet est nommé « I'Expérimentation Noble » et le but
du gouvernement canadien est de voir si les Arméniens
peuvent s'adapter a la société canadienne. 109 gargons
arrivent jusqua la fin de 1924 et sont installés dans les
fermes de Georgetown (d’ol le surnom « Georgetown
Boys » donnés a ces orphelins). Le gouvernement ne
contribue pas financiérement a ce projet, et confie la totalité
de la responsabilité a la Croix de Secours Arménienne, tout
en suivant de prés I'évolution du projet. En bref,
I'organisation non-gouvernementale assure I'éducation de
ces enfants, ainsi que leur formation pour devenir fermier.
Jusqu‘a la fin de 1927, un total de 140 orphelins arrivent a
Georgetown. Ceci marque une premiere dans I'histoire du
pays. Le changement du climat politique interne a la fin des
années 20 met fin a ce projet et I'immigration arménienne
au Canada redevient négligeable.

Les « Georgetown Boys » ne sont pas les seuls
orphelins qui ont fait leur entrée dans le pays quand le
gouvernement a accepté d’accueillir un certain nombre
d’Arméniens. Plusieurs congrégations ont réussi d'apporter
quelques enfants, mais ces derniers ont été répartis un peu
partout au Canada. En bref, I'immigration arménienne suite
au génocide ne s’est pas déroulée comme les missionnaires
et les Canadiens sensibilisés I'espéraient. Par contre, le fait
que le gouvernement King ait accepté de faire exception
spécifiquement pour ce peuple caucasien a marqué une
premiére encore une fois dans I'histoire canadienne.

Mandat de I'’Arménie

En 1918, la guérilla arménienne réussie a mener une
série de victoires qui ont permis aux Arméniens de rétablir
I'Etat de I’Arménie, disparue des cartes du monde depuis a
peu prés 500 ans. Au début de 1920, la Société des Nations
(SDN) propose au Canada de prendre le mandat de I'Arménie
afin d’assurer l'aide financiére et militaire de I’Arménie, en
mettant en place une administration chargée des Affaires
Arméniennes. Aider a remettre ce pays sur pied n'aurait pas
été la responsabilité absolue du Canada, plutét celui de tous
les membres de la SDN, sous le leadership du Canada.
Initialement, ce mandat de la SDN est envisagé d'étre pris
en charge par les Etats-Unis, mais quand il a été clair que ce
dernier n'avait aucune intention de I'entreprendre,
I'attention se porte sur le Canada. Ce n'est pas par hasard
que la SDN propose ce mandat au Canada.

La mobilisation canadienne a été tres forte comme il a
été démontré. En 1920, un article dans « University Maga-
zine » (journal de McGill) soutenait que si le Canada
entreprend un tel mandat, ce serait bénéfique pour la
réputation internationale canadienne, et permettrait au
Canada de se faire une place plus importante dans la sphére
internationale, et donnerait ainsi plus d'autonomie en

matiére d’affaires internationales au Canada vis-a-vis la
Grande-Bretagne. Cette opinion est partagée par de
nombreux intellectuels canadiens. Le journal « The Globe »
publie en cette méme année un numéro ou sur la premiére
page un dessin iconique apparait : le soldat héros Private
Jack Canuck en train de combattre le nationalisme turc
renaissant, tout en protégeant I’Arménie et ses orphelins
derriére lui. Le gouvernement de King, sous la pression
populaire et celui des lobbyistes, fait la demande a la Grande-
Bretagne de le tenir au courant des négociations de paix
avec la Turquie. Face a cet intérét du gouvernement, la
Grande-Bretagne suggére a la Société des Nations de
donner le mandat de I’Arménie au Canada. Par contre, la
pression sur le gouvernement commence a diminuer quand
les affaires domestiques du pays commencent a retenir
I'attention des acteurs qui mettent le plus de pression sur le
gouvernement. En bref, le Canada finit par refuser
formellement la suggestion de la SDN. Il vote tout de méme
favorable a avoir I'Arménie comme un pays membre de la
S.D.N (I'Arménie n’avait eu que 8 votes favorables). Face a
I'’échec du mandat de I'Arménie, la Croix de Secours
Arménienne dépose la demande d’accueillir au moins 2000
orphelins. Le Canada accepte, et ainsi les « Georgetown
Boys » arrivent au Canada. Les 140 orphelins qui arrivent
dans les années 20 étaient en théorie une petite partie de
la totalité des orphelins arméniens qui allaient se rendre au
Canada.

Le projet est annulé quand la Grande Dépression fait
son arrivée au Canada dans les années 30, méme si le
gouvernement avait conclu que I « Expérimentation Noble »
était un succes. Donc en bref, le refus du gouvernement
canadien d’entreprendre le mandat de I’Arménie méne ce
dernier a succomber aux demandes des lobbyistes d’apporter
un nombre limité d’orphelin. Alors que la tendance de se
méfier des immigrants provenant d‘ailleurs que I’'Europe de
I'Ouest continue au Canada, comme il est constatable avec
I'attitude du Canada face aux Juifs qui tentent de fuir
I'Europe dans les années 30, la réputation canadienne
change grace aux Georgetown Boys a I'époque.

Conclusion

L'assistance canadienne aux Arméniens a cette
époque marque une série de premiére dans [I'histoire
canadienne. Quoiqu’il y ait eu certains échecs, comme le
mandat de I'Arménie et la fin de la venue de plus d’orphelins,
cette premiére aide humanitaire outre-mer pour des non-
Canadiens est plutét un succeés. Les Arméniens ont eu une
autre vague de sympathie de la part des Canadiens en 1988,
quand un séisme dévastateur en Arménie a détruit la ville de
Gumri en totalité. La réaction canadienne a été trés similaire
a celle des années 10 et 20. La population canadienne a en-
core une fois contribué financierement a cette population,
alors que les groupes de lobbying se heurtaient a un
gouvernement réticent d'agir. La crise humanitaire que le
monde entier fait face en 2015, avec les réfugiées syriens,
et la réaction canadienne face a elle rappelle aussi plus ou
moins a celle d'il y a 100 ans.
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« Le Chasseur» de Viken Klag

L'effervescence infatigable de I'’enfance rencontre le
testament d’un destin cruel.

Les contraintes de la vie nous semblent étre réservées
aux spheres des adultes; une malédiction de la croissance
dont personne ne s'échappe. Nous connaissons tous I'ancien
refrain. Allié d’un soupir nostalgique, le regard cynique des «
grands » fixe les « petits, » enviant leur soi-disant liberté. En
les contemplant, nous nous souvenons avec nostalgie des
belles journées d’insouciance, dont nous n‘avons pas assez
profité. Mais, chers lecteurs, suivant sa lecture, cette
écrivaine n’a plus confiance en ces Grands Récits. Elle se
méfie de ce point de vue tordu par les préjugés de I'age,
incertaine de la simplicité que nous sommes vite a associé a
I'enfance. Chers lecteurs, je me rends compte avec grande
angoisse que nous percevons ces temps passés a travers un
écran rosé et trompeur.

En lisant « Le Chasseur, » la nouvelle autobiographique
de Viken Klag, l'adulte autoproclamé est brusquement
rappelé des anxiétés de I'enfance. Marquée d'une
claustrophobie contagieuse, la nouvelle dépeint les
mésaventures d'un garcon qui, frustré par sa réclusion dans
son petit village arménien montagnard, commet de grandes
bétises en poursuite de son réve. Les activités quotidiennes
du jeune Garo gravitent autour d’un seul but : son futur
comme chasseur. Devenir chasseur demeure sa priorité tout
au long de la narration, ce qui est souligné par son mépris
absolu envers les intéréts de ses voisins et ses besognes. En
tant que lecteurs adultes, le manque de considération
manifesté par Garo nous irrite, invoquant des réprimandes au
bout de nos lévres. En méme temps, nous ne sommes pas
aveugles aux charmes de I'égoisme enfantin. Le langage zélé
de l'auteur nous invite a encourager Garo dans son
honorable quéte. Il serait hypocrite de juger Garo
autrement. Nous sommes rapides a oublier les jours ou on se
croyait nous-mémes au centre de l'univers. A un certain
point, entre les courtes pages et les simples tournures de
cette histoire, une vieille flamme s’'embrase dans nos esprits
de lecteurs. Soudain, l'anxiété de Garo devient la nbtre et
nous nous solidarisons autour de I'appréhension qui nous
pousse a réaliser un réve. L'ceuvre de Klag existe dans deux
dimensions. Il nous raconte I'histoire de Garo et aussi celle de
chaque lecteur qui a vécu une enfance. Les événements
décrits dans « Le Chasseur » sont spécifiques, mais les senti-
ments dépeints sont universels. Klag établit que les
étincelles de la rébellion sallument bien avant I'adolescence
et s'éteignent rarement en permanence, davantage
lorsqu’elles sont alimentées par la passion.

Fidéle a ses thémes, la lecture de la nouvelle est
semblable a une randonnée en montagne. L'expérience est
épuisante, mais elle porte une belle récompense a la fin. Le
début est une raide montée, durant laquelle nous apprenons
a connaitre notre protagoniste. On partage sa lutte
existentielle et nous nous réjouissons de ses succes. Par
contre, la proximité émotive entre Garo et le lecteur mise

Par Tvine Donabedian

en place par Klag demeure une épée a double tranchant.

Nous réalisons trés soudainement que le sommet
métaphorique de cette histoire ne sera pas celui d’'un conte
de fée, malgré nos espoirs. Nous sentons profondément les
peines et les malheurs de Garo. Apres tout, avoir I'ambition
arrachée de notre portée est un drame trop connu, mais
c’est ce premier vol, cette douleur originelle, qui est le plus
marquant. Chers lecteurs, je ne gacherai pas cette fin pour
vous. Pourtant, je vous préviens que vous le reconnaitriez.
La conclusion de cette nouvelle habilement écrite est
classiqguement arménienne dans sa tristesse. Notre littérature
est maitresse de la tragédie et « Le Chasseur » n’est pas
une exception. Viken Klag nous laisse sous le poids d'une
ironie déchirante, unique a nos poémes et récits, dont tout
Arménien sait admirer d'un ceil cynique.

Garo Sassouni est né en 1889 a Aharonk, un village de
la commune de Sassoun en Turquie. Il était un personnage
public trés important dans I'histoire arménienne moderne,
étant un chef de la Fédération révolutionnaire arménienne. II
a écrit sa nouvelle « Le Chasseur » en 1934 sous le pseu-
donyme de Viken Klag. L'histoire du jeune Garo est un pro-
logue déterminant de son futur réle dans la communauté
arménienne.
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BAKLAVA + KANAFEH + MAMMOUL - CHEESE HALAWA - LOUKOUM - NOUGAT - MARZIPAN - PETITS FOUR

HWY 407

patisserie

foijale =

MHHEDY RO

MiD | AMT AYE
ERIMLEY RO

Qur Mew Store is located at 1415 Kennedy Rd in Scarborough.
Come by and try!
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PATISSERIEROYALE.COM * 416.755.6323 'ﬁ' OPEN EVERY DAY 9AM-7PM
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GARY (Giro) CHAHINIAN

President, Broker of Record
RE/MAX DIAMOND REALTY INC. GaryChahinian.com
Gary Direct 416-258-8892

GARY CHAHINIAN, Multi Award winning RE/MAX Hall of Fame member along with 40 of his Brokerage
Agents Selling all across Teronto, Mississauga, Oakyille, Markham, Richmond Hill & Niche Historical
Investment properties in Niagara!. Residential, Luxury, Condo's, Commercial & Investment Properties!
Prices ranging from 1* Time Buyers 5500,000 to Multi-Million Dollar Properties!

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS CALL GARY TODAY]

RE/MAX DIAMOND REALTY INC.

1570 Kipling Ave (N of Eglinton) Toronto, ON M9R 2Y1
416-235-2500 remaxdiamond.com



